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Following text Department spokesman noon briefing, August 10, 1967 (unessential 
words omitted): 


Q: Do you have any word on situation in Nigeria with new invasion of Biafra? 


S/S 8/ 


A: Nothing that would tend to imekge brief on military situation. We 
limited in terms of information. We do not have Consulate or mission any 
sort in area, where there apparently been some fighting. Embassy Lagos has 
advised American companies evacuate personnel from coastal area of Mid-West 
of country around Warri, where most people who work for oil companies are 
stationed. We understand here this process of evacuating their people under 
way. I understand companies using their own vessels. 

Q: How many people are there? 

A: Some 200-300 Americans in area prior to =mu outbreak of fighting of 
last couple days. Included are some AID personnel. I have to say few 
because I don't have specific number. Initially, approximately 130 Peace 
Corps volunteers and staff were scattered throughout that region. There no 
word our Embassy has advised or otherwise proposed evacuation of PC or AID 


people from that area. 
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[ Q: Do you have names of any of principal oil companies involved there? | 


A: Gulf and Mobil. Apparently there were some Shell BP installations also. 
Q: Did I understand you to say they had own ships? 

As This is information we have. We understand they xemexég removing some 
people. They are using their own transport. 

Q: I assume our position in terms assisting Nigeria and Lagos Govt. not 
changed since we made it very clear to them we regard situation there as 
civil war, an internal matter entirely? 

A: That policy has not changed. 

Q: Why is it oil people being advised evacuate but not others? 

A: I can only say that judgment of Embassy has to prevail for ww%s present. 
I'm not suggesting they may not take some measures eavies PCV's and the few 
AID personnel. | 

Q? When was advice given to oil companies, and when did evacuation start? 
Do you have information on that? 

A: Probably in last day or tame two. There apparently no reason for 

this before outbreak skesw yesterday. 

Q: I think you said apparently there has been some fighting. Is there 

any doubt whether there has been fighting? 

A: No. I wouldn't want to leave any doubt there has been some. I can't 
measure extent of it. | 


Q: Are these ships carrying the refugees going to go to Lagos? | 


A: Yes. ie 
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BE INVOLVED IF EVERYTHING GOES AS PLANNEDs THOUGHT IBADAN 
* WOULD BE: QUIETe HE SEES NO DANGER TO AMCITS. 
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SAID THAT NEXT THREE*~SAR DAYS ‘CRUCIAL ‘HG PLAN*®S .SUCCESS+s 
ORVIOUSLY ‘THINGS NOT ‘GOING AS :QUICKLY AS PLANNEDe ‘SOURCE 
INDICATED ‘THAT PLAN ALSO: INCLUDED SEALING ‘OFF RIVER 
CROSSINGS AT IDAH AND LOKOJAe ‘THRUST TO SEAL OFF LAGOS . 
PLANNED DOWN OREsIJEBU#ODE ROAD (COL. OBASANJO ‘TOLD BRITISH 
ASST DATT THIS MORNING {1TH BN WENT TO 'OWO) AND THAT THRUST 
TOWARDS JEBBA WOULD PROBABLY GO THROUGH OSHOGBO= ILORINo 


30 WHEN ASKED ABOUT IBADAN» SOURCE DIFFERED WITH iSOYINKA \AND 


PAGE 3 RUTALS 8976BB S E:C RE'T 

SAID POSSIBILITY EXISTS THAT MOVE. MYGHT .BE- MADE ‘TO IBADAN IN 
ORDER SECURE SUPPLY ROUTES AND BECAUSE OF ITS POLITICAL 
IMPORTANCE o 


4o WHEN QUESTIONED ABOUT POSSIBLE © CIVILTAN INVOLVEMENT: 

IN HELPING MID*WEST "NATIONAL' LIBERATION ARMYs" ‘SOURCE 

INDICATED ‘THAT THIS POSSIBILITY COULD NOT BE DISCOUNTED» -NOR 

COULD POSSIBILITY THAT THERE MIGHT BE. REPRISALS AGAINST 

LOSERS iPRESUMABLY NNDP)e WHEN SCATTERED LOCATION AMCITS 

IN ‘WEST POINTED OUTs SOURCE COMMENTED THAT PRUDENCE ‘WOULD 

INDICATE THEY SHOULD AT .LEAST KEEP THEIR HEADS DOWN FOR ‘NEXT 

FEW DAYS AND PERHAPS SHOULD GATHER TOGETHER. BUT ‘UNABLE. TO INDICATE 
BEST PLACE 
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HAPPENc WE DO» ‘HOWEVER, FEEL WE SHOULD -REPORT THAT SUCH: PLANS: 
ARE BEING ‘DISCUSSEDo IF WE HAVE BEEN TOLDs SO HAVE -OTHERSe 
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IN SPITE MANY PETITIONS - ‘FOR ‘THEIR RELEASE ® OpUMOSU ‘NOTED ‘COL. 
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3e PTO BELIEVES PEOPLE OF WEST NOT OPPOSE BANJO INCURSION 

HERE® HE STILL THINKS EVENTUAL POLITICAL SOLUTION MAY Te YN 

LOOSE NIGERIAN CONFEDERATION WITH THREE SOUTHERN ‘STATES AND ‘HOWEVER 
MANY STATES NORTH WANTS. 


4o PTO ‘SAID IN GREAT ‘CONFIDENCE THAT AWO HAD BEEN ASKED BY GOWON 
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PURPOSE OF VISIT BUT PRESUMED {7 WAS ‘TO OBTAIN FINANCYAL AND/OR 
MiLYTARY ASSISTANCEo 
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iN> HE WOULDN'T "BE DEAD!}, WHILE ANOTHEZ 


PAGE 2 RUTALS g7{8B 8. BO Roe Ct 
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CONSENSUS WAS THAT WEST ‘SHOULD MAINTAIN NEUTRAL ATTITUDES 


Bo PTO ‘SWYS ‘Cole BANJO NOW IN CHARGE MTD. WEST AND MBJOR 

; ABEMOYEGS (AN TJEBU ‘TORUBA}, WHO RESPONSIBLE DFBTH AKINTOLA 
WAN 15o $9669 HAD BEEN DRINKING (#} 

STILL SIX "BLOODY MAJORS" .IN 

| PRISON IN WEST IN SPITE MANY PETITIONS FOR THEIR RELFASE« 
ODUMOSU NOTED COLe BANJO AND COL. OBASANJOs 2ND AREA COMMANDER 
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30 PTO BELIEVES PEOPLE OF WESTHWOULD. NOT OPPOSE BANUO INCURSION 
HEREo HE STILL THINKS EVENTUAL POLITICAL SOLUTJON MBY LSE IN 
LOSE NIGERIAN CONFEDERATION WITH THREE SOUTHERN STATES AND HOWEVER 
MANY STATES NORTH WANTS 

4o PTO SAID IN GREAT .CONFIDENCE THAT AWO HAD BEEN ATKED. 

BY GOWON A FEW DAYS AGO TO GO TO UcSs TO SEE pica 


BRINSON. (HIS WAS BEFORE MTD2WEST :COVPS! HE DJD NOT |. 
PURPOSE GF VIS{T BUT PRESUMED IT WAS YO OBTAIN FINANCIAL AND/OR 
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Eo LAST NEGHT taUG 9} CONSULATE OFFICER ‘Had LONG | “CONVERS ¢ T FON 
WITH WOLE SOYINKA. (ABSOLUTE PROTECTION REQUIRED } “YORUBA 
det ¢ PLAYWRIGHT AND AG POLITICAL ACTIVIST. WHO PROVIDED HIS 


' PAGE 2 RUTALS G72BB SE :C RET 
| VERSION OF SACKGROUND OF DEVELOPMENTS IN -MIp<WEST AND GOALS 
\e THIS MOVEMENT 


| 2 Be SOYINKA SAYS MIDeWEST DEVELOPMENTS MUST BE SEEN IN 

%  EDEOLOGICAL TERMS, IeEos PROGRESSIVE VS REACTIONARLY ‘FORCESs 
= RATHER THAN IN TRIBAL ‘OR REGIONAL TERM: -HE SEES “THESE 

2 DEYECGENENTS AS ATTEMPT ‘COMPLETE CLEANSING OPERATION SEGUN 

* "BLOODY MAUBRS*® ON VAN 2Ss 19662 WHICH ABORTED ‘WHEN 

prone WHO WAS ESSENTIALLY REACTIONARYs ‘CAPTURED ‘JANUARY 
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| 3. SOYINKA REGARDS COL. VICTOR BANUD LYGRUBA}, WITH WHOM 

| HE SPENT SEVERAL HOURS IN ENUGU LAST WEEKEND aNO WHO ZPPEARS 
BE LEADER OF PRESENT MID=WEST COUP. AS LINEAL DESCENDENT 
NZEOGWUe STHER NON-I1BO OFFICERS INVOLVED INCLUDE Mayor 
ADEMOYEGA (YORUBA BLOODY MAYOR INCARCERATED WARRI}> 

MAJOR ADELEKE [YORUBA "POW" FROM 3RD BN}, CAPT. ADEO?OE 
{YORUBA "POW" FROM 3RD BNis AND MAJOR ALELE (UTSEKI ‘TRIBE 
FROM WARRI}> SOYINKA EMPHASIZED STRONG NON-IRO ELEMENT 

IN LEADERSHIP PRESENT COUP» 


PAGESS RUTALS o72BB S ECC RET 

4: WHILE OJUKWU NOT CONSIDSRED AMONG “PROGRESSIVES” HE 
SUPPORTING cURRENT EFFORT COMPLETE JAN 766 COUP AND 

PREPARED WORK GUT POLITICAL ACCOMMODATION WITH LEADERS OF 
PRESENT COUP TF I7 SUCCEEDS. {IT CLEAR THAT IN SOYINKA VIEW 
LEADERS OF 4ID-WEST COUP REPRESENT WAVE OF FUTURE aND ARE NOT 
MERE TOOLS OF QJUKWU:) ‘SOYINKA KNEW OF NO NORTHERN OFFICER 
PREPARED SUPPORT PRESENT NOVEWENT OR ACCEPTABLE TO ITS LEADERSs 
GOWON WAS ACCEPTABLE IN JAN 266 BUT NOT NOW. OGUNDIPE CLEARLY 
DISCREDITED aND UNACCEPTABLE» SOYINKA ALSO REJECTS MOST 
NORTHERN CIVILIANS» TNCLUDING TARKA. WHOM HE BRANDS as 
DPPORTUNIST. IN DISCUSSION OF MILITARY FIGURES WHO MIGHT 
EVENTUALLY aSSUME LEaDERSHIP PROGRESSIVE FORCES, MAME .OF 

DUKE PASSEY MENTIONED BUT NO ONE FIGURE CLEARLY EMERGED» 
SOYINKA BELIEVES EYOOR aLIwE BUT NOT ABLE PLay aNy ROLE 4T 
THIS Time. NC CIVILIAN IN POSITION TaKE OVER LEADERSHIP 
PROGRESSIVEMOVEMENTs THOUGH AWO CLEARLY MOST INFLUENTIAL 
POLITICIAN AMONG PROGRESSIVES, 


: So IN BROADER» LONG-RANGE TERNS» SOYINK, SEES CONFLICT IN 
NIGERIA aS ASPECT OF WIDER PROGRESSIVE-REACTIONARY STRUGGLE 


PAGE 4 RUTALS 27288 S ‘EC RE T ! 
IN aFRICaA» ADMITS DIVISIONS AMONG yORWBaS -BUT 
a GENERALLY EQUATES AG YORUBAS WITH PROGRESSIVE FORCES AND | 
: NNDP YORUBAS WITH REACTIONARIES © 
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6- COMMENT: SOYINKa’S IDEOLOGICAL VIEWOF PRESENT CONFLICT 

REFLECTS HES OWN PREDILECTIONS AND IS PROBASLY AS GREAT AN 

OVERSIMPLIFICATION AS PURELY TRIBAL OR (RELIGIOUS EXPLANATIONGe 
| ALSO CONTAINS CONSIDERABLE ELEMENT WISHFUL THINKINGe SCENE 
UNDOUBTEDLY LOQKS QUITE DIFFERENT FROM ‘OTHER NIGERIAN REGIONS. 


NEVERTHELESS» HIS VEEW REFLECT THINKING OF NUMBER OF YOUNGERR 
YORUBA ENTELLECTUALS WHO UNDOUBTEDLY HAVE ‘COUNTERPARTS 
ELSEWHERE .EN COUNTRY WITH WHOM Hic APPEARS BE IN CONTACT 
THES FDEGLOGICAL ELEMENT IN PRESENT COMPLEX EQUATION SHOULD 
NOT BE OVERLGOKEDs THOUGH AS INDICATED INCONVERSATION WITH 
GDUMOSU EREFTEL? ‘SOME AG YORUBAS STILE SEE SITUATION IN NARROWER 
TERMS OF TRIBAL /sREGEONAL SELFeINTEREST« 
GP = Zo SFRONG 
‘ 


‘SE.-RET 


«DECLASSIFIED 
f 


Avathority i. 


py Wes RA Date _ 


ea ol LIMDIS ee 
e a 
; TOP SEC df Screener) \ 
POST had! MW 
Pe 
SERIAL ae (Time Received) 
pamgo6t AUG 10 PM 2 56 967 AUG 10 PM 2 56 
, Poy, 
c. iN 72 
DISTRIBUTION 
S/S-S Line “4 H IGA MilRep 
ayes f 
S/S-O SWO Task Force 
a 
S/S-S Follow-Up Vv. Pz. 
Master File f L S/S-Exec. Secretary 
y NEA PM Summary ~ 
S/S 7 
} P S/S-O DDiry/ 
5 
J SCA Sscs 
U Other 
scl 
ee if 
S/S-S Dir__———C ACC 
AID EXSEC 
S/AH 
AA/AFR AA/ FE 
S/IL 


/ AA/NESA CAP 


White House 


6) CPR SY CIA a 7 


nee Notes: 
A OPR WLG DOD / 


ARA AGR COM 
cu EXIM FRB rt ae 
E LAB NASA SFB | 
EUR_-% gY NIC NSA RM/R 

‘BIE MF PC STR File 
FE VN TRSY Burned 


DECLASSIFIED 


Authority MND 2 


j vf MARA Date [UV 


k 
J 
b 
F 


tp eben Oe 6 ee ew ees ee Ae ee ee reba whe, Sikiare ane) & ene teN eS kag ginteet een aomecenaniey Miteriluien eum Biase ae esi iTS Jee oS tah ae eee iO) Stee at BS iti eae, a age ia fa eee Yee 


QL 27 SLA-KA-W/ICERIP 
KE FS 776 CER W- M/C ER IR 


Department of State TELEGRAM 


. 
~ 
Q 


INFOQ EUS 25eUSTE 800 @2,GPR @2eS¥ 43,88 250GPM G3dSP B20 @30H B2 


CONFIDENTIAL 


PAGE @! KADUNA @S'Si 1022452 


oi 


ACTION AF 23 


ae 


& 


P @44iNR g7aNSCE @@2SSM 4G-CCO OGel Lae Bo NSAE BArAiD s0onsh Bile 
RSC O1eFC G4a fists WwW 


O P [Oi3iee AUG of 2FF j 
FM ANCONSUL oe NA 
- SECSTATE WASREC IMMEDIATE 428 
MEMBASSY eee 874 
tNFO AMCONSUL ENUGU PRIORITY 263 
AMCONSUL IBADAN 248 
ae ene LONDON 204 
= & UN 
ACLANT UNN 
. NCSTRIKECCINGMEAFSA ‘UNN, 


cONF © DE wT YT AL KADUNA 151 
60 27 BIA ERA NIGERIA 
REF KADUNAS j4oe 159 


fo MRo HUEBNER, KADUNA REPRESENTATIVE oF GERMAN DORNIER COMPANY 
WHEEH PROVIDES MAINTENANCE SERVICES ‘FOR NAF» S7OPPED AY HOME 

OF CONSOFF Trig EVENING SEEKING KLM AIRLINE REP “THROUGHT WHICH 
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CHELDERN FROM KADUNA » HUEBNER ALSG SAEs Dp ONE GERMAN TECHNICIANS | 
NAME NOY RIVEN, KILLED IN SOMBING RAO UN KADUNA NAF BASE TODAY 
AND TWO OTHER GERMAN TECHNICIANS WOUNDED BY BOMB FRAGMEMTS. 
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75 MILES NORTH OF BENIN ‘CITY BY ROAD» ‘FEDERAL TROOPS IN IGARA 
NORTH OF AUCHI FLED WITHOUT RESISTANCE .AND IT BELIEVED THERE 
NO FEDERAL FORCES BETWEEN AUCHI AND LAKOJAo BIAFRAN FORCES 
MOVING WEST TOWARD ORE JUNCTION ON ‘NEW ‘ROAD BETWEEN BENIN 

CITY AND IJEBU*ODE NOT YET IN ‘CONTACT WITH FEDERAL TROOPS» 
BIAFRAN ARMY BELIEVES IT COULD REACH LAGOS ‘OR IBADAN WITHOUT 
SERIOUS RESISTANCE ALTHOUGH PRESENT PLANS ARE :NOT ‘REPEAT NOT 


TO MOVE THIS FAR» 


2. VICE CONSUL REPORTED FROM ONITSHA -AT !2@0Z THAT TRAFFIC 
CROSSING NIGER BRIDGEe ALL VEHICLES THOROUGHLY SEARCHED AND 
GOODS EXAMINED BEFORE BEING ALLOWED TO PROCEEDe ‘DROVUTO 

ASABA WITH TWO PC STAFF .AND FOUND THINGS RUNNING SMOOTHLY o 

SAID BIAFRAN AND MIDWEST POLICE WERE INTEGRATED ON .ASABA SIDE 
WITH BIAFRAN CONSTABLES WORKING UNDER DIRECTION MIDWEST OFFICERS 
AND VICE VERSAe TELEPHONE LINKS RESTORED BETWEEN BIAFRA AND 
MIDWEST BUT LINES RESERVED FOR HIGH PRIORITY (MILITARY) 
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MOVING WEST TOWARD ORE JUNCTION ON NEW ‘ROAD BETWEEN BENIN 
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SAID BIAFRAN AND MIDWEST POLTCE WERE INTEGRATED ‘ON .ASABA SIDE 
WITH BIAFRAN CONSTABLES WORKING UNDER ‘DIRECTION MIDWEST OFFICERS 
AND ‘VICE VERSAe TELEPHONE LINKS RESTORED BETWEEN BIAFRA AND 
MIDWEST BUT LINES RESERVED FOR HIGH PRIORITY (MILITARY) 
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TRAFFIC AND WAS THEREFORE UNABLE PHONE PC REPe BENINe 


3+ BUSINESS AS USUAL IN ENUGU WITH DECIDED AIR OF GATETYs 
BANDS OF CIVILIANS FREQUENTLY SEEN MARCHING THROUGH STREETS 
WAVING GREEN BRANCHES AND SINGING? 
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DEACQe ‘CINGSTR TKE “FOR: STRU2«= ‘Co DA FOR ACST 6 
fo ON AFTERNOON {@ AUGUST 6%: DATT HAD LONG, DETAILED AND 
COMPLETELY ‘CANDIQ CONVERSATION WITH MRe T> OMO BARE» MEMBER 
— SUPR 
Hl EME MIL COUNCIL (SMC}, DEPUTY INSPECTOR GENERALs NIGERIA _ 
POLICEs AND NONe{BO NATIVE UZEBBA i@7QON@555E! NORTHEASTERN 


A PORTION MEDeWEST » ‘SOURCE Hag ‘SERVEDs PRIOR COMING LAGOS ‘CURRENT 
% j98 19665 COMMJSSIONER NIGERIA POLICE MIDWESTERN REGION: HE 
% INTIMATELY ‘FAMEL PAR- WITH ARE Aa ‘CONFIDANTE E.JCOR AND PERSONAL 
\e 
\? 


| PAGE 2 RUTALS j38@CC SECRET 

ACQUAINTANCE MAJORITY ‘KEY MED-“WESTERN MILs POLITICAL, POLICE. | 

i. AND LOCAL LEADER PERSGNNELe BECAUSE THIS BACKGROUND AND BECAUSE 

Le SOURCE HAS ALWAYS BEEN CANDID AND FORTHEOMING WITH DATT, ‘DATT 
ACCEPTS INFORMATION IMPARTED BY SOUREF THTS CONVERSATION AS 
PROBABLY TRUEs MOST SIGNIFICANT ITEMS FROM SOURCE THIS CONVER> 
SATION AS FOLLOWS 


Ao GOWON AND MEMBERS SMC RECOGNIZE EASTERN MOVE INTO’ MIDs WEST, ¢ 
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AIDED BY “MEFINOUS - ‘PMG ELEMENTS MID= WEST» REPRESENTS IMPORTANT 
POLITICAL AND PEYCHOLOGICAL VICTORY “BOR EAST IN CURRENT ‘STRUGGLE © 
INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL ASPECTS AND LIKELY IMPACTS DISCUSSED BY 
SAC "INTO WEE HOURS THI MORNING" 6 ‘THERE NO ILLUSIONS aS To 

Pe 

OSLEMS. RAISED BUT THERE ALSm NO INCLINATION ON PART SMC 4,60K 


ON DEVELOPMENTS aS 8} TUATION FMG UNABLE HANDLE WITHIN RESOURCES 


aN WAND OR “GN Way", SOURCE, LIKE GOWSN A DEEPLY RELIGIOUS MAN» 
Sad ae HAD "MANAGED ‘CONVINCE JACK HaT TENE FOR CODES OF 


FENDUCT Pears ANC CHRISTIAN ETHICS LONG GONG. THAT St gerton 
OW RE UIR PRG wuse 17S RESOURCES RUTHLESSLY AS SURVIVAL 
NATIOQN aT eriee ts 

@) SOURCE Sabp Treat w 

SIMSELE PORSONGLLY RES 


a7Seh9 PS8HE0 & FOR ET 
MiDeWESTAM HE getD THAT ON SEVER 
JE (tA> GONE aS GOWGN?S EMIgsaky 
SSG PUTTING TROOPS INTO MiGeWEST 
TyGOR Te ME (£gudr) COULD HANILS 
ViM SONVISOIE “wa PERNaPS HECAUSE 
THOT MiuewWEST way TO BE TRuSTEOM 
SOF FRESS TUUGG OM M6 BEC SUS 
ah ¥ WAY No 
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ORGANIC TO MEDGH ‘EST INSUFFIELENT 7O YaSkd EVEN TF Locay FORCES 
RECRUITED IN MiDcHES¥» ARMING THESE PORCES WORLD FaAGE ON Racy 


‘SINCE RESOURGES FOR SUCH FORCES DIO NOt Exrer IN MIDWEST S 


MOST SIGNIICANT MELT TARY Osa D¥ANTAGE *O FMG WAS THAT iy NOW 
FORCED IMMEDIATELY DEVERT FORCES PLANNED FOR USAGE SEWHPRE 
FO BLOCKING POSIT! ONS :ON MAJOR ROUTES LEADING OYT oF MIDcGEST o 

IN PHIS CONNECTION, SOURCE SAID FMG FORCES iR@ELTEVED ay Dav? 
TO BE COMPOSITE FORCE FROM LaGOS AND ELEVENT ‘Ho BN FROM IBADAN: 
NOW BLOCKING SN ROUTES FROM MIDeWEST IN SUCH Pasi?ion aS ROUTE 
SIX EAST OF ORE (@645NO4%53E) AND SHORT IHWEST) OF ONISHERE 

F AGE 

(SOURCE SAID FNG BELIEVED BRIDGE AT ARs Nay BLOWN AND MOH EN 
FMG HANDSif OWO 1 $7 }2NOS36E4 ON ROUTE 93 TPONT AS S6NO547E) OM 
ROUTE 98 AND IKARE ON ROAD NORTHEAST aE ONas : 
Be GOWON'S BASIC POSITION WAS TO AVOLD REING PANICKED =NTQ 
MIL ACTIONS IN MIQSNEST TO EXTENT HE TOnK Eyes -oFE MAEN ee 
SUCH AS ‘ENUGU AND HARCO URT IN EAST« SOURCE SatD QUUK WU WOVE 
OBYIOUSLY HOPE FARCE US INTA MAJOR COMMITMENTS GN Mi iD WES a 
EXPENSE OUR CANPEGN UN Easter BUT WE WILL NOT acceMMOnatE He iM 
FES REGARD 4 
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Eo Le2@9 CZECK JETS. WHICH ARRIVED YESTERDAY KADUNA NOW (BEING 
CHECKED OUT AN EXRECTED TO RE IN ACTION "VERY SHORTLY™, 7H 
THES RESPECTo SOURCE SAID FUTURE JETS COMING INTO NIGE REA 
WOULD NOT UTILIZE 
WEST COAS* OF AFRICA ROUTE BECAUSE TO . 
MANY DELAYS HAD BEEN ENCOUNTERED ON THAY ROUTEo RATHER, PLANES 
WOULD COME IN #O¥ER NESERT NTO NORTHERN NIGERIA DF RECT: 
Feo SOME FIGHITENG HAD © TAKEN PLACE BENIN LAST NITE as: ELEMENTS 
"LOYAL TO FMG" TRIED MAKE THEIR WAY QUTs ALSO) THERE SMALE 
FORCE NON=I80 HIM=WESTERN TROOPS UNNER "YOUNG OFFICERS" STELL 
IN ACTION ON ROAD SOUTH FROM BENIN 7O SAPELES » 
Go SOURCE HAD FALKED ro CONTACT IN WARRE &Y PHONE THIS MORNING 
AND WAS. TOLD COLONEL NeM: OKWECHEME HAD CUT oN APPEARANCE aT 
WARRI “THIS MORNINGo dad. a2 
He SOURCE THOUGHT THAT CLAIMS BY LFC VECTCR BANGO TO EFFECT 
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HE NOT OJUKWUIS MAN "SHEER ROT" AS "LF HE NOY QWUKWU'S MAN HE 
WOULD NOT BE IN BENIN WITH TROOPS TTDAY*4 

Ze THROUGHOUT GONVYERSATION, SOURCE WAS SORER, THOUGHTFUL AND 
FRANKe DATT ASKED SAME QUESTION IN EVERY POSSIBLE FORM FDTD 
SOURCE THINK FMG GOULD HANOQLE THIS NEW OPMENSION?? AND IN 


vom 4S 


EVERY POSSIBLE ‘FORM SAME ANSWER CAME BACK=YES. SOURCE IS 


PAGE & RUTALS 138@1a8 Yo3 #4 3 5 . . . 
bas 8s818e3% 4-Je BRAGGING SATEMENTSs BUT aia CONVINCED 
SELF THATa WHILE SERIOUS MATTER IN MANY RESPECTS, FMG 

SOUL D MUSTER Way WAS (NECESSARY TO GAIN [Xs DRUECT IVE DEFEAT 
EASTERN SECESSIONe QUIETLY, BUY WITH DEER CONVICTION, SOURCE 
SAiD “IF WE Have TO MUSTER EVERY MAN IN NIGERTAs IF WE HAVE 

70 HALT EVERYTHING ELSE WE ARE ABOUTs WE WEA BRING EMEKA 

DOWN » L PROISE YOU THAT, 

39 REAR ADMIRAL JofaAn WEYs IN COMMENT YO DEFENSE ADVISOR] 
UsKs HIGH COMM; SSLON THIS MORNING SATD ¢ “EF JACK HAD NOT BEEN 
SO MUCH OF A CHRISTIAN GENTLEMEN, WE WOULE NOT BE IN THE HESS 
WE ARE IN NOWes { THINKs HOWEVERa WE HAVE HAD VERY LAST OF THAT 
FOR WHILE"» WEY ASKED NUMBER OF QUESTIONS ASOT WHAT SRITISH 
FIRMS MIGHT HAVE: HAD AT WARRI AND OTHER ESCRAVOS PORTS. WEY 
SAID THAT NEW REQUIREMENTS aT ESCRAVOS cies STRAIN NAVY AUT 
"EMAT "PERHAPS SHOURTLY WE EYLL RE ABLE YO SUBSTITUTE TROOPS 
FOR SHIPS AS AT BONNY". 

is IN CONVERSATION ITH DAO MAP OFFICER ae AFTERNOON» 
INTELLIGENCE OFFICER: HQ, N?GERIA ARMY} ASKED DETAILED GUESTIONS 
ASOUT OU 

UNOWLEDGE EASTERN TROOPS EScnaNts ‘CREEK AREAc {THERE 

LITTLE DOUBT DATT*®S MIND FMG WILL BE REQUIRED ATTEMPT OPERATION 
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SIMILAR TO SONNY ESCRAVGS AREA AS SQON AS ABLE TO PUT ONE 
TOGETHER’ WHI Le FHIS WILL TAX RESOURCES) FACT SCENE OF POTENTIAL 
ENGAGEMENT MUCH CLOSER LAGOS THAN sey MAKES TASK SOMEWHAT 
EASTER IN SOME RESPOECTSs IN OVHERS nee ee ty MIGHT ALSO BE 
EXPECTED THAT EASTERN FORCES WILL EXPECT SUCH ATTEMPT ANO MIGHT 
HAVE LEARNED SOMETHING ‘FROM BONNY ACTiON3 
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1, Long standing policy considerations have determined respective courses 
followed by USG in current Gongs and Nigerian situations, Completely different 
nature of both has been blurred in Nigerian emotional reaction, yet believe 
significant elements of difference could be brought home to FMG officials, SN 

2. Nigeria has had history of long association and interdependence NO 
developed with UK and CW countries, UK has traditionally assumed prime role Ni 
with Nigeria both as source of its political and constitutional development 
as well as for military training and supply. We considered that UK, with its 
greater responsibilities and stake in Nigeria together with CW, had leadership 
role in behalf those countries seeking to work with an evolving Nigeria. US, 
while deeply concerned with economic and social development of country, has 

Coors t4-totiona 1 
carefully refrained from committing itself with respect to jpobinaoed jand 
military aspects, 


3, From outset of dispute between FMG and East, US position has been 


consistent. Whenever question arose, we have tried to make it clear that a 
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[ us would refrain from any commitment that would signify we were taking sides in consti-| 
tutional dispute as Nigerians sought to determine manner and form their association. 
We Seat see no solution through military means and for this reason have constantly urged 
adjustment by negotiation, At no time has USG given expectation to FMG that military 
items could be bought from us, Coincident with this, we have always informed Nigerian 
leaders that we could not be party to supply of arms to help Nigerians kill Nigerians. 
4, US has refused to accord recognition to Biafra and has stated on various 


occasions that it recognizes FMG as government of Nigeria, Again, we have repeatedly 
cohesion -of 


emphasized that US favored maintenance of JeommandNi ger iafpommencisattionsk 


5. Congo has different history. Three C-130s sent to Congo in response to 
request from President Mobutu for a long range air transport capability to assist GRC in 
dealing with insurgents led by foreign white mercenaries, Planes are under ultimate 
control US Ambassador, planes and crews have no combat role, and we intend withdraw 
them as soon as they no longer needed, 

6. Following considerations involved in Congo decision: 

a, Still valid UN resolutions designed to assist central government of 

Congo to maintain unity and territorial integrity; 

Protection.. 
b, WSEXEEE previous UN and US investment in Congolese stability, unity 
and territorial integrity; 
‘key 


c, Our strong desire to prevent racist conflagration in axyxcountry of 


central Africa which was distinct possibility in view foreign white mercenary 


leadership of insurgents; 
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d. 
[ XX, Use of favorable response as means of persuading Mobutu have his | 


propagandists lower violent inflammatory racist propanganda on government radio 


amt and TV stations; 


eo do: 
RK. If it became necessary to evacuate Amcits from Congo planes could kaxe 


Henne this, 


7. Trust that policy and operational differences as set forth here between USG 


approaches to Congo and to Nigeria can prove useful to Embassy in manifold ways in 
seeking to rectify FMG misconceptions, However, regret that USG statement cannot be 
made equating same measure of support for Nigeria as for Congo while this connotes 


military aid to FMG against East. 
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1. AP report from Lagos quotes Embassy spokesman as saying Embassy 
concerned for safety Amcits in Mid-West and awaiting clarification 
of situation. 

2. Reftels plus Datt messages much appreciated but Dept urgently 
requires additional info to help it respond to increasing number 
of queries from press, elsewhere. Fully appreciate difficulties 
involved but hope Embassy will provide fullest possible info on 
situation in Mid-West and safety and movements Amcits, including 
PCV's, ASAP. 

3. Repeat pertinent messages this subject to Monrovia for PC 
Director Vaughan. 


4, FYI. Reuters now reporting bombing of Pape by aircraft... 
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AMCONSUL KADUNA {369 
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lo EMBASSY IN CONTACT OIL COMPANIES AND ‘CONTRACTORS WITH 
PERSONNEL IN WARRI=BURUTUSESCRAVOS AREA» THEY REPORT WARRI 
NOW IN HANDS EITHER EASTERN TROOPS OR MIDWESTERN TROOPS 


PAGE 2 RUTALS 1346CC CONF IT DENTIAL 

FRIENDLY TO EAST«o SEVERAL VEHICLES WITH BIAFRAN ‘RISING SUN 
SEEN IN WARRI*® POLICE STATION ‘REPORTED IN:HANDS OF TROOPSo 
THEY HAVE ENTERED VARIOUS COMPANY ‘COMPOUNDS BUT NO RPT No 
REPORTS EXPATRIATES HAVE BEEN BOTHERED® JOHN HOLT*®S PORT 
RADIO NOW OFF AS WELL AS SOME COMPANY RADiOSs BUT OTHER 
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FIRMS STILL TRANSMITTINGs THERE SOME INDICATION ‘THAT “TROOPS 
MAY HAVE GONE DOWN RIVER ANDOCCUPIED BURUTU .BUT’ ‘THIS (NOT: CLEAR® 


20 WE HAVE STRONGLY aDVISED ‘US ‘COMPANIES TO EVACUATE THEIR 

: PERSONNEL FROM THIS AREAe EVACUATION ‘BEING ARRANGED BY THESE 

i FIRMS IN WARRI AND ‘PERSONNEL .ARE ASSEMBLING AT ‘JOHN !HOLT PORT 
COMPOUND. .LOBITO PALM ‘PLANNING ‘DEPART WARRI] 1806 TODAY WITH 
DEPENDENTSe TIDEX SERVICE: BOAT .AMERICAN.. TEDE ‘PLANNING ‘DEPART 
WARRI 2090 WITH OTHER EXPATRIATE PERSONNEL» -M/V ITU ALSO 

i LOADING AT SAPELE AND ‘PLANNING DEPART TONEGHT> ‘THERE f£S iNO 

; REPORTED INTERFERENCE WITH .LOADING OPERATIONS.» MACOGBAR 
SATELLITE IS REPORTED TO HAVE -OFF=LIFTED ALL ‘EXPATRIATE ‘RERSO= 
NEL FROM BURUTU AND IS STANDING BY IN ‘CHANNEL ‘TO ‘TRANSFER ‘THEM 
TO LOBITO PALM WHEN IT COMES :DOWN STREAMo 
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30 EMBASSY AND UK ‘HICOM ‘WILL. MEET BOATS WHEN THEY ARRIVE 
LAGOS ‘TOMORROW ANDASSIST EVACUEES» 


4o SINGLE PLANE DROPPED TWO HOMEMADE FIRE ‘BOMBS IN AP APA 
1615 THIS AFTERNOONe (NETTHER BOMB ‘DED ANY ‘SERTOUS DAMAGE, 
ACKeACK FIRE WAS IMPRESSIVE> 
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PEACE CORPS. ASSOCIZTE REP. BUCHANAN PHONED FROM ONT TSHA 
THAT BIAFRAN POLICE HAVE ‘CLOSED NIGER ‘CROSSING: BY WATER 

OR BRIDGE ‘TODAY AUGUST 90 -POLICE SAID ‘BRIDGE ‘MAY BE - OPENED 
AUGUST 18 OR Ile -BUCHANAN OBSERVED - ‘VEHICLES ‘CROSSING 
BRIDGE TO WEST AND WAS TOLD BY DEPUTY ‘COMMISSIONER POLICE 
THAT BIAFRAN ‘TROOPS NOW ‘RPT NOW IN RENIN CITY. 
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NG KONE YRMATION FROM ANY OTHER | ‘SOURCE ‘BUT™ POTENTIAL 
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MAKURDI BRIDGE» ‘JEBBA BRIDGE AND UNSPECIF “TED 'ROUNTS: iON ROADS 
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30 FIND IT DIFFICULT TO JUDGE VAL IDITY. ‘THIS ‘REPORT OR 
PROSPECTS ‘SUCH TACTICS BUT THERE IS ‘VIRTUALLY ‘NOTHING IN 

WEST TO:STOP THEM EXCEPT RECENTLY RECRUITED» | >PARTLALLY TRATNED 
YORUBA {1TH BNo WHCH SET OUT THiS AFTERNOON FOR iMID=WEST 
BORDER BY UNDETERMINED ROUTE.o 


4&> SOURCE LEFTHCON ‘OFF ABOUT 2008 LOCAL TIME ‘FOR IMEETINGs 
PRESUMABLY OF ‘SELECTED FELLOW YORUBAS ‘TO CONSIDER: IMPLICATIONS 
FOR WEST. SOURCE AND FRIENDS CEEARLY ‘SYMPATHETIC .AND ‘HOPE 
MOVE SUCCEEDS: -:CONOFF STRESSED ‘SER {OUSNESS: ‘SHOULD ‘OPERATION 
CAUSE ANY iHARM TO .AMERIGAN ‘CITIZENS AND ‘SOURCE GOT MESSAGE « 


PAGE 3 RUTALS 76BB'S.E C R'E 7 

So FOR LAGOS’ [INFN OBTAINED -BY .CONOFF ‘WITH: INJUNCTION [7 
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IF SUBSTANCE WARRANTS® 
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TO SECSTATE WASH DC 423 
"NFO AMEMBASSY LAGOS 869 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 197 
AMCONSUL ENUGU 259 
AMCONSUL IBADAN 244 
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fe DEATH GF CONOLEN AKAHAN ACCORDING TO LOCaL RUMOR 
MiLi. HAS JARRED ‘TIV COMMUNITY IN ‘NORTHe STORIES ARE 
CIRCULATING IN KADUNA®s WITHOUT ANY APPARENT ‘BASIS IN 
FACT» THAT AKAHAN'S ‘CHOPPER WAS SABOTAGED ‘OR ‘SHOT DOWN 
BY HAUSA MENo 


2c CONSULATE POLITICAL ASSISTANT ‘REPORTED :CONVERSA® 


PAGE 2 RUTALS 144KK CONF IODENTIAL 

“YON ON THES SUBJECT WITH JOHN FATEHs ‘TIV ‘EMPLOYEE 
MENFIN WHO CLAINS HE RELATIVE OF .AKAHAN® ‘POL ASSISTANT 
SAYS HE BELIEVES FATEH HAD ‘HIS STORY FROM OLDER 
BROTHER WHO IN INFLUENTIAL MEMBER KADUNA ‘TIV :COMMUNITY> 
ACCORDING FATEHs TIVS BELIEVE ‘HAUSA LEADERS -HAVE: BEEN 
EXORCISED OVER MIDDLE BELT DOMINATION ‘OF ARMY COMMAND 
(GOWON/AKAHAN) AND THIS IN TIV MINDS IS MOTIVE ‘FOR 
HAUSA MOVE ELIMINATE AKAHANe ‘TIV SUSPICIONS ‘OF :HAUSA 
MEN SUPPOSEDLY CONFIRMED BY ABSENCE ‘HASSAN KATSINA 
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AND OTHER HAUSA OFFICERS FROM.KADUNA AIRPORT ‘WHEN COFFIN 
CONTAINING AKAHAN REMAINS TRANSITIED KADUNA ENROUTE 
LAGOS e 


3< PAY AFTER AKAHAN DEATH THERE WERE VAGUE REPORTS 
OF TIV¥ MEETINGS ANN TALK OF TiVS WITHDRAWING ‘FROM 
KADUNA AND OTHER PARTS OF NORTH TO EY. HOMELAND IN 
BENUEs oO8JECT OF RUMORED WITHDRAWAL TO TEVLAND WAS 
NOT CLEAR BUT FATEH SASD THERE IS TALK TIV ARMY MEN 
WANT TO WITHDRAW FROM BATTLE FRONT AND ELSEWHERE AND 
CONCENTRATE IN TIVLAND FOR FIGHT WITH HAUSASo 
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be Ti¥V CIVIL SERVANT COMPLETES STORY BY ALLEGING 
OFFICER BEING CONSYDERED FOR AKAHAN REPLACEMENT EIS 
KANO HAUSA MANo ALTHOUGH HE ‘DID NOT MENTION ‘NAMES 
TIVS MAY HAVE KANO HAUSA MAN ‘COLONEL MUHAMMED MURTALLA 
IN MINDe 


5: COMMENT: ‘CONSULATE REGARDS TALK OF INTENTIONAL 
KETLLING OF AKAHAN .AND TIV INTENTIONS WITHDRAW ‘TO 
MOMELAND TO PREPARE FOR-FIGHT AGAINST -HAUSAS .AS 
EMOTIONAL CHATTER BORN OUT OF . ‘CONSTERNATION OVER 
DEATH OF TIV MILIT&RY HERO AND LONGSTANDING ‘TIV 
SUSPICIONS OF HAAUSA PEOPLEs 
Av HASSAN KATSINAtS FAILURE APPEAR aT: ‘KADUNA | ATRPORT 
PROBABLY DUES HIS ABSENCE IN BENUE TOURING™ FY. GHTING 
FRONTS AS REPORTED IN DAILY TiMES AUGUST 90 ‘NEVERTHE®> 
LESS DAILY TIMES QUOTATION OF ‘KATSINA RESPONSE TO 
REPORTER?S QUESTION IN LAGOS WHETHER ‘KATSINA INTENDED 
ATTEND AKAHAN FUNERAL ‘NOT LIKELY ERASE TIV SUSPESILONS 
THAT KATSINA WAS NO FRIEND OF AKAHANe ACCORDING DAILY 
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“¥MES KATSINA REPLIES ‘HE WAS IN LAGOS “FIRST AND FORE= | 
MOST ON BUSINESS» I HAVE ‘JUST BEEN TO ‘THE FRONTS .AND 
: aM HERE PRINCIPALLY TO MEET’THE MAJORSGENERAL''ON THE 
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WHOLE STATE OF THINGSo BUT IF IM STILL AROUND WHEN 

THE FUNERAL IS HELDs {f WILL SURELY ATTENDc® IN ADDITION 
HASSAN*S MESSAGE OF CONDOLENCE TO GOWON CERTAINLY NO 
PAEON FOR LATE COLONELo HASSAN MESSAGE -SAYD “THE INTERIM 
ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL AND MYSELF SEND OUR DEEP CON= 
DOLENCES TO YOU QVER DEATH OF OUR COLLEAGUE, ‘THE :CHYEF 
OF STATE COLONEL AwAHANe® KATSANA MESSAGE ‘CONTRASTS 

WiThH MESSAGE FROM FORMER POLICEMAN GOVERNOR GOMWALK OF 
BENUE=PLATEAU STATE WHO BEYOND ORDINARY CONDOLENCES 

SPOKE OF HIS PERSONAL FRIENDSHIP WITH KAHAN AND L.AUDED 
AKAMAN'S CALM DEMEXZNOR IN FACE OF CONFUSTON AND 

BERAYITOR THAT GAVE IMMENSE CONFIDENCE TO MAINTENANCE 
ONENESS OF COUNTRY. 

3. WHILE REPORTED TI¥ REACTIONS 70 AKAHAN ‘DEATH ARE 
PROBAPLY ONLY MOMENTURY ‘EMOTIONAL OUTBURST, ‘THEIR 
IMPORTANCE [FUTURE LIES .IN REVELATION THAY TIV MEN 
BELIEVE HAUSAS UNHAPPY WITH MIDDLE BELT -DOMINATED | 
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ARMY AND SUSPECT HAUSAS PREPARED TAKE DESPERATE MEASURES 
YO RESTORE THEIR DOMINANT POSITION 
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TRAFFIC AND THAY REFUGEES CROSSING INTO "BIAFRA" IN LARGE 
NUMBERSe SAID APPROXIMATELY {590 "BIAFRAN® TROOPS CROSSED 
BRIDGE INTO MIDWEST LATE LAST NIGHTe LOCAL EMPLOYEES ‘REPORT 
e SEEING HEAVY TROOP MOVEENTS IN ENUGU LATE LAST NIGHT: ‘HEAVY 
MILITARY TRAFFIC CONTINUES TODAYo AT !355Z aT LEAST ‘ONE .Be26 
WAS SEEN HEADING IN WESTERLY DIRECTION: 


@o ENUGUs ALL QUIET BUSINESS AS USUAL. LOCAL ‘RADIO HAS NOT 
RPT NOT YET MENTIONED ACTIVITY IN MIDWEST aLTHOUGH BBC AND 
"VOICE OF THE GOSPFL" REPORTS HAVE BEEN HEARD HERE. 


3o SAFEHAVENs SINCE NIGER BRIDGE OPEN FOR EASTBOUND TR FFICs 
CONSULATE STANDING By TO ASSIST ANY AMCIT OR OTHER EXPAT 

EVACUEES WHO ARRIVEe HOTELS AT ENUGU AND PORT HARCOURT ARE 
VIRTUALLY EMPTY AND CAN .ACCOMMODATE SEVERAL HUNDRED IF NECESSARY. 
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lo ATD MADE RADIO ‘CONTACT WITH BENIN AT [545 .LOCALe BENIN 
REPORTS SHARP: FIGHTING STILL ‘UNDERWAY BUT .ALL’ AMERICANS 
SAFEo UNABLE TO iMOVE ‘OUT AY PRESENT. ; a 
20 OTL: COMPANY EMPLOYEES IN 'WARRY*BURUTU AREA ‘HAVE .BEEN 
ADVISED BY RADIO TO EVACUATE ON SHIPS ‘PRESENTLY IN AREAe 
EASTERN ‘TROOPS IN WARRI« 
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: Amembassy LOME _ . DATE: August 9, 1967 


: Second Nigerian Delegation Visits Togo 


: Lome 009; A-283, June 29, 1967 


. ; =, 4 
Colonel Eyadema issued another statement of moral support of General Gowon, 


and the Federal Republic of Nigeria, on July 28 following his meeting with mem- 
bers of the second special Nigerian delegation to arrive in Lome within a month. 
The delegation included Mr. Henri Okunnu, Federal Minister for Public Works & 
Buildings, and Chairman of the group; Mr. Maliki, First Secretary in the African 
Department of the Federal Ministry of Foreign Affairs; and Mr. Enahoro, Under 
Secretary of the Federal MFA. Mr. Enahoro headed the previous group which 
called on Colonel Eyadema on July 3 and elicited a similar statement of support 
(reftel). 


According to press reports, the Chief of State, at the conclusion of the 75-minute 
meeting, promised, "Ojukwu will have no encouragement from us." Eyadema 
then added, possibly shedding some light on his motives for these declarations of 
support, "In order to prevent this (sort of crisis) from appearing elsewhere, it 
will be necessary that all Africans of good give their moral support to the 
Federal authorities." - 
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ReMi TED OFFICIAL USE LAGOS 1339 
$j AT PRESS CONF AUG 85 FEDERAL GOVT SPOKESMAN RELEASED 
FACSIMILE TWO DOCUMENTS ALLEGEDLY FROM OFFICE "MILITARY :-GOVERNOR 
REPUBLIC OF BIAFRAs” LT> COLe OJUKWUo ONE IS POWER OF ATTORNEY 
AUTHORIZING FRANCIS NWOKED! TO NEGOTIATE WITH "BARON DU ROURE 
AND JoPo MALLETs PARISs” FOR THE ™ GRANT" OF FOREIGN ‘EXCHANGE 


PWGE 2 RUTALS 1339C ON F IOENT I A LIMITED OFFICYAL USE 

TO " REPUBLIC OF BIAFRA” UP TO THE EQUIVALENT OF POUNDS 6 MILLION 
STERLINGe FIRST PAYMENT OF POUNDS | MELLION TO BE MADE 

AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY ON CONCLUSION OF AGREEMENT IN ACCORDANCE 
WiTH TERMS OF SECOND DOCUMENTe SECOND DOCUENT IS CESSTJON 

BY OJUKWU TO “ ROTCHILD {SIC} BROSo BANKs FRANCE" EXCLUSIVE 
RIGHTS OF EXPLOITATION AND EXTRATION OF ALL ‘DEPOSITS OX 
“CQLUMBITEs URANIUMs COAL» TINE CONCENTRATES, NATURAL OILo 

ANC GOLD ORE" IN ® BIAFRAZ FOR 1@ YEAR PER{ODo 
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2: FACSIMILES PUBLISHED BY MORNING PAPERS auGUSY 9 
APPEAR To BE CLUMSLY FORGERIES DESIGNED MAKE DIG AT FRENCH 

AND ALIENATE FROM OJUKWU THOSE OTL COMPANIES WITH CONCESS{ONS 
IN EASTo NEVERTHELESS« WOULD APPRECIATE 

ZNQUIRIES BY EMBASSY PARIS AS TO WHO BARON DU ROURE OR JoP> 
MALLET MWY. BEs AND WHETHER OR NOT ROTHSCHILMD BANK HAS ANY CON= 
NECTYONS WITH EASTERN NIGERIA WHICH MIGHT LEND PLAUSYeELIvVY 

Yo aTTEMPT AT FORGERY > 


3; FEDERAL GOVT SPOKESMAN COMMENTED THAT OJUKWU'S DOCUMENTS 
mn WERE SHOCK TO US" BUT IN ANSWER TO QUESTION WHERE FFEDERA:. GOVT 


3 RUTALS 1339cc0 C ON FI DEN YT IT AL LEMEYED OFF TCraL USE 
i PAPERS SAID ONLYs ®* OX COURSEs THERE ARE A GnOD NUMBER 
EOPLE IN EAST wHO WANT AN END TO OJUKWU!S REBELLIONs LIKE 

L. TRUE NIGERTANSe*® 
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EASTERN FORCES INVADE MID*WESTERN NIGERIAc DIA FOR DIACO. 
CINCSTRIKE FOR STRJ2@<Co DA FOR ACSI « 


lo AT 1839 LOCAL TIME DEFENSE AD 

VISOR TO UokKo HIGH COMMISSIONER 

LAGOS TOLD DATT DEP UskKe HIGH ‘COMMISSIONER BENIN ‘HAD ‘JUST 
INFORMED LAGOS THAT FIGHTING BETWEEN ‘WHAT ‘HE BELIEVED BE 
EASTERN ARMY FORCES AND .LOCAL ‘FMG FORCES HAD :-BROKEN ‘OUT RENEN 
CITY ®73@ LOCAL TIME THIS MORNINGo REPORT SALD QUOTTE .AT 
MOMENT EASTERN FORCES APPEAR TO BE INCHARGE 'UNQUOTEs AELIEF 


PAGE 2 RUTALS 1299CC:S E CRE T . 

IN BENIN IS EASTERN FORCES CROSSED RIVER ONITSHA/ASABA EARLY 
HOURS MORNING FOR MOVE TO BENINe ‘DEP HIGH ‘COMM ‘DID NoT KNOW 
WHEREABOUTS MIL GOVERNOR BRIGADIER DAVID EJOORo ‘MESSAGE :gAID 
DEPT HIGH COMM BELIEVED MIL ACTIVITY IN MID=WEST POSEN THREAT 
TO EXPATS THERE o 


2e LTC IeDo BISALLAs ACTING CHIEF OF STAFF s HQ NIGERIAN ARMY 
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SAID THIS MORNING THAT HE HAD HAD CALL FROM MAJOR ‘SAMUEL 
OGBUMEDIA ASSIGNED FMG FORCES BENIN AT @720 LOCAL THIS MORNING 
TELLING HIM MIL ACTYON BENIN AREA IMMINENTo BESALLA ‘HAD -NO 
FURTHER DETAILS THIS TIME. 


30 DEP IG NIGERIA POLICEs AND ‘MEMBER ‘SUPREME MIL COUNCIL» iMRo 
To OMO BAREs NATIVE MED=WEST NORTH BENIN’ TOLD DATT }$@45 LOCAL 
THIS MORNING HE UNAWARE AS YET WHEREABOUTS OR FATE EUOOR. 
SOURCE TOLD DATT HE ATTEMPTING MAKE CONTACT MiDeWEST NOW 

AND WOULD INFORM DATT IF HE ABLE DETERMINE DETAILS ‘SITUATION. 
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EASTERN MIL INVASION iMID“WESTERN :STATE® . 

te INFO AVAILABLE TO ‘DATT FROM SOURCE WHO ATTENDED MEETING. 
GOWON» BISALLAs ‘ROTIMINs AKINRINADEs ‘WEY -AND LTCGO IoBo ‘Me 'HARUNA 
(WHO WELL’.LEAD INITIAL FMG REACTION ‘FORCE ‘TO INVASION) THES’ 
AFTERNOON AT DODAN ‘BARRACKS INDICATES? — . 

Aco GOWONs ‘CHARACTERISTIGALLY»s CONCERNED .BUT ‘NOT :NOTICEABLY 

UPSET OVER SITUATION’ IT APPEARS LIKELIHOOD ‘THIS IiNVASTON 


PAGE 2 RUTALS 1338CC'S EC R'E T ; 

OCCURRING ‘NOT ALTOGETHER ‘UNEXPECTED ALTHOUGH ‘POSSIBILITY EXhstS 
SOME FMG PLANNERS ‘HAD DOWNGRADED PROBABILITIES ‘RECENT 'DAYSo 

Bo ALTHOUGH APPARENTLY FINAL ‘DECISION FMG COURSE 'OF ACTION IN 
RESPONSE THIS NEW SEVELOPMENT ‘NOT YET MADEo SOURCE ‘CAME .AWAY 
FROM MEETING WITH DEFINITE IMPRESSION ‘GOWON DOES ‘NOT ‘SEEM as 
INCLINED MAKE: MAJOG REVISIONS ‘FMG OPERATIONAL ‘CONCEPTS AND PLANS 
AGAINST EASTe HE: APPEARS RECONGIZE ADJUSTMENTS .MUST BE MADE 
MEET SERIOUS PROBLEMS POSED BY EASTERN MOVE» ‘BUT ‘SEEMS INCLINED 
KEEP FOCUS ON ENUGU AND ‘HARCOURT 

Co ALL ‘CONCERNED PRESENTLY CONCETNRATING ‘ON ASSIGNING “TASKS 
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TO COMMANDER INITIAL FMG REACTION FORCE ( WHICH ‘NOW ‘ROADBOUND 
DIRECTION TARGET AREA! LTC IBRAHIM B¢eMe HARUNA ‘WHO ‘HAS BEEN 
ACTING ‘COMMANDER LAGOS GARRISON ORGANIZATION. ‘REACTION FORCE 
1S COMPOSITE UNIT aPPROX :ONE BN STRENGTH. ‘TWO BASIC: ‘TASKS 
SEEMED ‘To HAVE BEEN ASSIGNEDo ‘FIRST,y. GET AS ‘FAR INTO ‘MIDWEST 
AS POSSIBLE TO ESTABLISH | CONTACT WITH EASTERN FORCES» .AND/OR 
MID*WESTERN ‘FORCES’ NOW ‘RESPONSIVE | TO EASTERN ‘COMMAND: AND IN 
COURSE. FIRST TASKs SECURE BRIDGES ALONG !ROUTE AS ‘FORCE MOVES 0 
Do FMG LIKELY DO ‘NO ‘MORE THAN ABSOLUTELY ‘NECESSARY ‘MEET 
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EASTERN MOVE. ‘SOURCE THOUGHT ‘THIS ‘WOULB:BE» ‘PRIMARILY, IN 
NATURE ‘ESTABLISHING SUCH POSITIONS aS ‘NECESSARY -CONTATN 
EASTERN MOVESe ‘SOURCE DID NOT ‘THINK -GOWON::OR .ANY ’RLANNSERS 
PRESENT INTERESTED AT ALL IN. ATTEMTP ING : ‘DISLODGE INVADING 
FORCES THIS POINTo ‘CONTAIMNMENTs RATHER: ‘THAN (REDUCTION» iOF 
THREAT ‘SEEMS TO.BE ‘OVERALL -AIMo 

Eo ‘THERE FULL ‘RECOGNITION OF: ‘FACT EAST iNOW ‘HAS IMADE: MOVE 
WHICH COUL:D. LEAD TO -USE DEEP WATER PORTS: ‘OFF “ESCRAVOS ‘RIVER 
AND ‘COASTAL: VESSEL 'PORTS ‘OFF ‘FORCADOS ‘RIVER o AS ‘RESULT >» 

FMG. DEFSENIVE POTENTIONAL EITHIN ‘EXESTING ‘RESOURCES. INOW BEING 
CONSIDEREDo ( ‘DATT ‘COMMENT8 ‘UNTIL TWO :ADDITYONAL ‘SDB'S ‘ORDERED 
FROM UcKo ARRIVE IT :RECOGNIZED FMG MAY ‘BE ‘HARD ‘PRESSED MAIN® 
TAIN NAVAL PRESENCE .BONNYs ‘CROSS ‘RIVER AT’: ‘CALABAR.. AND ‘THESSE 
TWO NEW RIVER ENTRANCES* IN THIS CONNECTIONs [Uoke ‘DEFENSE 
ADVISOR TOLD::DATT TODAY ‘SDB °S~» WITH ‘CIVILIAN CONTRACT :CREWS . ABOARD: 
FOR TRANSIT ‘PURPOSES FROM UK TO NIGERIA» ‘COULD BE IN ‘NIGERIAN 
WATERS ‘QUOTE WITHIN iNEXT ‘SEVERAL ‘WEEKS? ) 

Fe ALL::CONCERNED ALSO ‘SEEM TO. :RECOGNIZE- ‘FACT “EAST ‘NOW ‘HAS 
AVAILABLE ‘TO IT.ATRFIELD FACILITIES: CONSIDERABLY | ‘CLOSER “TO 
LAGOS THAN FACILITIES iHERETOFORE AVALLABLE IIN-EASTeIN-THIS 
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RESPECTs ‘HOWEVER»s .ARRIVAL ‘NEW ANTI@AIRCRAFT ‘WEAPONS: .AND “FIRST 
OF: CZECH ‘JETS ‘SEEMS ‘TO HAVE. TAKEN ‘EDGE ‘OFF THES -CONCERNe 

Bo BASICALLYs ‘SOURCE ‘SAIDs FMG ‘REACTION: ‘SEEMS “TOBE “THAT 
ALTHOUGH THIS MOVE APRARENTLY WELL: ‘CONCETVEDs ‘PLANNED» ‘TIMZD 
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AND EXECUTED MANEUVER IN WHICH EASTERN TACTICYANS TOOK BOLD 
AND ‘SOUND .ADVANTAGE ‘CERTAIN NATURAL ADVANTAGES ACCRUING ‘TO 

| THEM BY VIRTUE FACT MIDSWESTERN OFFICERS OF KNOWN SYMPATHY 

TO EAST ‘CONTROLLED MIDWESTERN FORCESs FMG NEED NOT .BE :DIVERTED 
FROMHBASIC PLAN :OF ATTACK BEYOND ‘NECESSARY BLOCKING AND CON] 
TAINMENTs :-MOST DISTURBING ASPECT ‘OF AFFAIR FROM °FMG POINT 

VIEW SEEMED TO ‘HAVE BEEN THAT EASTERN ‘ECONOMY ‘NOW ‘HAS iGATNED 
ACCESS TO ‘FOOD RESOURCES IN MIDeWEST ‘WHICH IT :DIED NOT ‘HAVE “FULL 
ACCESS ‘Too 

4e INFO AVAILABLE FROM AMCONSUL IBADAN AS'OF LATE. THIS AFTER= 
NOON IS THAT BASICALLY YOURBA NEW FMG ‘ELEVENTH BATTALION 
DEPARTED IBADAN THIS AFTERNOON FOR SLOCKING POSTTIEONS ON ROADS 
LEADING INTO WESTERN ‘STATE FROM MIDWESTe THIS ‘WOULD ‘PUT “THES 
BN» ‘ESSENTIALLYs ALONG ROUTE ‘THREE AT -AKURE AND OWO AND -ON | 
ROAD SOUTHWEST AKURE AT -ONDOo DETAILED ‘DISPOSITION THES .BN 

NOT YET “FIRM BUT GENERAL ‘ORIENTATION WILL BE AS INDICATED o 
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SEC RE 7 8325 AUG 875 SGD HALLIGANe COUNTRY! NIGER{ A» SUBJECTE 
EASTERN FORCES INVASION BENINe DIA FOR DIACOe CINCSTRIKE FOR 
SYRUJ2+Co DA FOR ACSI. 


le FURTHER TO MY SECRET IMMEDIATE 6324 AUG 67¢ 


2@ce LATEST INFO (1i@B LOCAL) AVAILABLE FROM ARMY SOURCES MIN 
OF DEFENSE INDICATES: 


Ao THAT WHEN MAJOR SaMUEL OGSEMUDTA {THIS CORRECT SPELLING?! 
(A BINS TRIBESMAN? CALLED BISALLA THIS MORNING HE SAID EVOOR 
MISSING aND FIGHTING STARTEDs PHONE HAD THEN GONE DEAD 

AND NO WiRE COMMUNICATION REESTABLISHED BENIN SINCEo 


PAGE 2 RUTALS {3@@CC S EC R'E T 

Bo BISALLA NOW IN CONFERENCE ‘GOWON AND OTHER MIL FIGURES 
PLANNING FMG REACTION EASTERN MOVEo BASTEC PLANS SET BUT 
ALLOCATION TROOPS BEING DECIDED RIGHT NOWo {7 BELIEVER FEDERAL 
GUARD TROOPS FROM DODAN -BARRACKS WILL BE AMONG FORCES MOVED 

ON ROADS FROM LAGOS TOWARD BENINe OTHER TROOPS WILL ALSO GOo 
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EXPECTATION NOW IS INITIAL FMG TASK FORCE, WITH REACTYON 
TIME FROM LAGOS HOPED FOR NOON LOCAL ‘TODAY. WILL APPROXIMATE 
ONE YHOUSAND TROOPSo 


Jo AT {10% LOCAL UK DEFENSE ADVISOR ADVISED LATEST 

MESSAGE DEP HIGH COMM BENIN SAID ‘TROOPS AND VEHICVES, BELIEVED 
EASTERN ORIGIN» MOVING INTO BENIN APPROX 1930 LOCAL THIS 
MORNINGa 


ho WATCH WILL BE KEPT ANY INDICATION MOVE FMG FORCES IBADAN 

AREA iN CONNECTION THIS EASTERN MOVE» ‘BRAND NEW FMG {77H BNo 
APPROX }G@0 STROVONG IN IBADANe ALSO TO BE WATCHED {S$ POSSIBILITY 
FMG REACTION WITH ELEMENTS FIRST RECCE SQUADRON WHICH HAD ‘SCREENING 
MiSSION WEST NIGER RIVER AND ‘NORTH MIDeWESTERN STATE DATY ALSO 
BELIEVES SECOND AREA COMMAND IBADAN HAS COMPANY VICINITY AKURE 

OR OWO ON ROUTE NINE LEADING FROM WESTERN STATE TO MINeWESTo GP=3 
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le EVENING AUGUST 7» CONSULATE OFFICER TALKEO WITH WOLE SOYINKA 
(PROTECT SOURCE) ABOUT HIS EXPERIENCES IN EASTo ‘SQYINKA SPENT ~ 
NIGHT 4TH ASABA»s 5TH IN EAST» RETURNING IBADAN 6TH» SOYINKA 

SAW OJUKWU FOR TWO HOURS AUGUST 5 AND SPENT TIME WITH OTHER 
FRIENDS INCLUDING ‘CHRISTOPHER OKIGBOo ‘HE UNABLE SEE ‘CYPRIAN 


PAGE 2 RUTALS @66BB CONF IDENT? an 

EKEWENSI, AS LATTER ON FORCED LEAVE ‘DUE EXCESSES RADIO ENUGU 
‘ENUGU 275}« AS RESULT ‘DISCUSSIONS IN EASYs ‘SOYINKA DID NOT 
BOTHER SEE ANYONE IN :MID=WESTo 


20 OJUKWU REJECTED IDEA OF TEMPORARY :‘CEASE=FIRE AS. HE BELIEVES 


Setting CONDUCT OF POLICE ACTION SO FAR DEMONSTRATES EAST ABLE HOLD 'OWN 
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AGAINST FMGo OJUKWU WILLING NEGOTIATE ONCE ALL FMG FORCES 
DRIVEN FROM EASTERN SOILo -OJUKWU POINTED OUT FMG HAS INTERNATIONAL 
RECOGNITION AND PAUSE ONLY AFFORD OPPORTUNITY MG .REARM FASTER 
RATE THAN EASTe -OJUKWU CLAIMS EAST HAS SUFFICIENT WEAPONS AND 
MEANS CARRY ON HOSTILITIES ALMOST INDEFINITELYs PIPELENE FOR 
RECEIVING MILITARY SUPPLIES ‘STILL OPEN (NO DETATLS)« -SOYENKA 
OBVIOUSLY IMPRESSED BY OJUKWU9S REJECTION SUGGESTION 
CEASE*FIRE AND NOW CONCLUDES THAT "17 MUST RE FIGHT TO 

FINISH» BUT I CONVINCED JUSTICE WILL BE DONEs*  f€UNCLEAR 

WHAT HE MEANS BY JUSTICE BUT FROM CONTEXT APPARENYLY MEANS 
EAST WILL MAKE A GOOD FIGHT OF IT AND OBTAIN SETTLEMENT 
ACCEPTABLE TO Ifo} 
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30 ‘SOYINKA ALSO IMPRESSED BY CALM ATMOSPHERE ENUGU AND PREVADING 
FEELING OF CONFIDENCE THA. EAST GOING Y¥O WEN OUT EN END 

SOYYNKA CONVINCED FMG FORCES NEVER WITHIN 20 MILES ENUGU AS 
TRANSMITTERS RADIO ENUGU LOCATED 14 MELES NW AND FMG- COULD 
DESTROY FROM 8 MILE DISTANCEo iCOMMENT?: ‘THYSs OF COURSE» DOES 
NOT PROVE THAT FMG ‘PATROLS MAY NoT ‘HAVE PUSHED AS FAR AS FMG 
CLAIMS. }j 


4o SOYINKA HAS KNOWN OJUKWU FOR ‘SOME TiMEo WHEN ASKED HES 
IMPRESSION OF THE BEARDED ONE» SOYINKA ‘SAID HE ALWAYS ‘HAD LOOKED 
ON OJUKWU AS .LITTLE BOY WHO HAD NEVER ‘GROWN UPe ‘SAID PRESENT 

GAME OF WAR TO OJUKWU*%S LIKING AND ‘CITED | ENSTANCE :OF ‘WHEN ‘REPORT 
SWEEPING ENUGU ‘THAT FMG FORCES ONLY 9 MILES AWAY=s ‘OUUKWU ENSTSTED 
LEAPING INTO VEHICLE IN ‘MIDDLE OF NIGHT AND DRIVING JUNTIL :HE 
HEARD GUNFIRE ‘JUST ‘SOUTH NSUKKA {(ENUGU ‘85/6 


50 SOYINKA LEARNED DEATH CHIEF OF STAFF AKAHAN NIGHT OF ‘5TH 
THROUGH INTERCEPTED FMG MESSAGEs IN ‘CONTRAST WE ‘UNDERSTAND 


FROM SOMEONE WHO PRESENT THAT Lo ‘COLe Me JOHNSON» MIiGOV LAGOS 
STATE» ONLY LEARNED NEWS AFTERNOON 67THe SOYE.NKA CLAIMS 
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60 SOYINKA INVITED FOR TALK WITH ‘WESTERN POLICE ‘COMMISSIONER 
OLUFUNWA EARLIER EVENING AUGUST 7° .OLUFUNWA ‘SAID mance Once 
HAD FAILED LOCATE HIM DURING SHORT vist? Pr THAT ‘DAY .AND [HA 

SENT SIGNAL THAT SOYINKA TO -BE PICKED ‘UP AND TAKEN vee 

FOR QUESTIONINGo SOYINKA SAID HE .SAW No ‘REASON GO LAGOS BUT 
AGREED: ‘COOPERATE HERE © OLUFUNWA ‘SATO EMG ‘UNHAPPY ‘OVER ‘SOYINKA 
CHARACTERIZING PRESENT POLICE .ACTION AS MCIVLL WARe® ‘SOYINKA 
ASKED WHAT ELSE IT WAS WHEN PLANES» TANKSs FIELD ARTILLERY» -BOMBS 
AND COMBINED LAND SEA AND AIR FORCES PARTICIPATING IN ACTION? 
SOYINKA SAID WITH SOME GLEE THAT OLUFUNWA Fi NALLY AGREED ‘THAT 
IN FUTURE ACTION MEGHT BE ‘CHARACTERIZED AS WerVveu CONFLICT >o” 


70 COMMENT: WHILE SOYINKA APPARENTLY GIVING UP HIS 
CAMPAIGN FOR CEASE-FIRE BECAUSE OF FAILURE TO GAIN SIGNIFICANT 
SUPPORT ON EITHER SIDE» .ANOTHER FACTOR MAY BE THAT HE iNOW HAS 
FEELING THAT FMG WOULD NOT WIN ‘DECISUIVE MILITARY VICTORY: 
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*%, SUBJECT! ‘COMMENT ON SOYINKA EFFORTS ‘OBTAIN CEASEFIRE. 


ays FULL TEXT ‘SOYINKA LETTER (SEE het) PRINTED AUGUST 4 
WESTERN GOV'T OWNED ENDED TAN ealee ‘SKETCH" AND. AUGUST 7 


2 AGe SEAMEN "TRIBUNE" 


| PAGE 2 RUTALS 96588 C:O NF I OD. EN'T.I.AA LULIMITED OFFICIAL 'USE 
| 20 EDITORIAL COMMENT ‘HAS APREARED IN ‘SEVERAL PAPERS. "SKETCH": 

| SUPPORTED SOYINKA IN "COMMENT ON APPEAL FOR TRUCE" AUGUST ‘Se 
WHILE GRANTING FMG WINNING PRESENT POLICE.ACTIONs ‘SKETCH SAID 

| "WE FEEL IT HOPELESSLY UNREALISTIC WATT JUNTIL ‘REBELS ‘CRUSHED « 

| r “WE: BELIEVE OJUKWU HAVING ‘HAD TASTE OF “DEFEAT AND HAVING LOST 
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PAGE 4 RUTALS *65BRB CONFIDENT i 4 & LIMITED GFFICTAL USE 
50 NORTHERN GOVT OWNED "NEW NIGERTAN*® ER ADONS {39% a 7TH 

IN FRONT PAGE EDITORIAL QUESTIONED “WHY THIS STUPIDITY?" 
EDITORIAL SAYS “WELL MEANING NIGERIANS HAVE CALLED ae 

PAUSE IN POLICE ACTIONe THEY WANT PEACE == SO DO WE ALLo® 

ANY PAUSE BEFORE ‘CONCESSIONS MAKES NONSENSE OF POLICE ACTZONo® 


bs NSKETCH" CONTINUED CAMPAIGN FOR CEASE FIREEIN AUGUST 8 
COMMENT ON DEATH ARMY .CHIEF OF STAFF AKAHANS "HIS DEATH 

HAS ALSO ONCE AGAIN POSED MILLION DOLLAR QUESTION: IS 1Y NOY TIME 
WE CALLED TRUCE AND EXPLORE POSSIBILITIES PEACEFUL NEGOTLATLONS 
AND FOR CHANGE OF HEART ON PART OF REBELS? 


7.0 PRIVATELYs NUMBER OF YORUBAS» ESPECIALLY THOSE OF AG PERSUASION, 
HAVE TOLD CONSULATE OFFICERS THEY CONCERNED ABOUT WHAT HAPPENS 

AFTER FMG SUCCESSFUL IN POLICE ACTION AGAINST EAST ‘FEW , 
PREPARED TAKE PUBLIC STANCE TO EXTENT SOYINKA ARTICLE o 

DRe ASUNIs PSYCHIATRIST IN CHARGE ARO MENTAL ‘HOSPITAL, BELIEVES 
TEMPORARY ‘TRUCE WOULD ‘COST FMG NOTHING AND» IF IT FAILEDs ‘WOULD 
CLEARLY PUT ONUS ON OJUKWU FOR CONTINUATION OF WARe Go ONAGARUWA2 
GENERAL MANAGER .CO-OP BANKs AGREES THAT NOW TIME FOR PAUSE ZEN : ‘ORDER 
SEE IF SETTLEMENT CAN BE OBTAINED WITHOUT RESORT FURTHER BLOODSHED o 


PAGE 5 RUTALS 66588 CONF IDENT #£ AL LIMITED OFFICIAL ‘USE 
Bo COMMENT: ALTHOUGH SOYINKA EFFORT DOES NOT SEEM ‘To HAVE 
GOTTEN OFF GROUNDs HIS LETTER HAS STIRRED ‘UP SUFFICIENT |. 
INTEREST TO PROVOKE ‘CRITICAL RESPONSE. ‘FROM STRONG SUPPORTERS 

OF FMG POLICE ACTION» SUCH. AS POST AND NEM NIGERIAN 


90 CONSULATE OFFICER SPOKE ‘TO Reporters FROM Post, SKETCH 

AND TRIBUNE ON AUGUST 5S* ALL SAID ‘THAT FMG HAD ISSUED . 
WARNING PAPERS NOT PRINT ANYTHING OF POLITICAL NATURE ‘WHICH 
THEY ASSUMED WAS DIRECTED TOWARDS SOYINKA EFFORTs HOWEVERS 

FMG WARNING SEEMS AIMED PRIMARILY AT AGITATYON FOR ADAITIONAL 
STATESo NOTICE PUBLISHED AUGUST 5 (LAGOS: ye52} SAYS THAT 
PUBLIC INFORMATION MEDIA ARE‘TO REFRAIN FROM PUBLISHING ‘COMMENT 
FOR MORE STATES IN WESTs AS PERIOD OF NATIONAL EMERGENCY "TS 
NOT TIME FOR POLITICAL CONTROVERSIESo" PUBLIC "REMINDED ‘THAT 
"POLITICAL ACTIVITIES REMAIN BANNEDo™ ALHAJI ADEGBENRO TOLO 
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ME AUGUST .4 THAT AWO ‘CONCERNED OVER AGITATION FOR ‘STATES AND 

HAD PREVAILED ON GOWON TO ISSUE STATEMENT BANNING ITe ‘HOWEVER, 
SOYINKA AGREES THAT BAN ON DISCUSSION WESTERN STATES ISSUE -COULD 
BY IMPLICATION BE a~aPPLIED To HIS PEACE EFFORTS (LAGOS 1252). 
THOUGH HE ‘UNAWARE AWO INITIATIVEe SOYINKA TRIP EAST ‘REPORTED 
IBADAN'S 66. 
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fo MORNING POST ‘TODAY CARRIED FULL TEXT .AMBo ADE iMARTINS LETTER 
TO RESNICKo WHILE DAILY TIMES REPRINTED © FMG ‘COVERING 

RELEASE ‘UNDER SIX*SCOLUMN ‘HEAD | NYGERIA ‘PROTESTS. ‘TO ‘Us 
CONGRESSMAN® AND PROMISES "FULL TEXT OF LETTER | TOMDRR Gus 
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2@o COMMENTs SLOW ‘REACTION TIME IS TYPCICAL ‘OF FMG ‘DEL TBERATE 
STYLE IN PUBLIC: INTERNATIONAL -RELATIONSe ‘UNFORTUNATELY o 

THIS KIND PRESS PLAY ALSO REPRESENTS 'FMG DETERMINATINON 
REMIND US ‘THEY WATCHING -US ACTIONS» -AND ‘REACTYONS» TO 
NIGERIAN DEVELOPMENTS» VERY CLOSELY. MATHEWS 
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PAGE 2 RUDSLC 1!1283G UNCLAS 

le FMG YESTERDAY ISSUED ‘PRESS ‘RELEASE GIVING EXCEPTS OF 
PERSONAL LETTER TO :‘GQWON FROM ‘SOMALI PRESIDENT SHERMARKEs ‘WHO 
ASSURED FMG OF SUPPORT IN TASK KEEPING NIGERIA TOGETHER: 


20 SHERMARKE QUOTED AS SAYING GOS POLICY " pIcTaTED BY OUR 

BELIEF NIGERIA WAS PLLLAR .AND ‘PIVOT UPON WHICH AFRICAN y 
UNITY COULD BE BUILTs ‘FURTHERMORE, SOMALI GOVT AND PEOPLE 

BELIVE IN ORDER ACHIEVE .AFRICAN UNITYs EXISTING STATES 
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SHOULD FEDERATE ‘OR FORM. INTO BIGGER UNITS AND NOT FRAGMENT 
AND FALL PREY OUTSIDE INTERFERENCE. CITING SOMALIA®S * UNIQUE 
CLOSE RELATIONSHIP "WITH NEGERIAs SHERMARKE ‘SAID SOMALIA 

" “COULD NEVER BE PARTY TO ANY ‘COLLABORATION WITH ‘OTHER 
STATES TO DISINTERGRATE NIGERIAo"™ , 


3e FMG RELEASE CONCLUDES BY QUOTING SOMALI PRESIDENT ~ 
AS HAVING RECALLED HIS GOVT'S VIEWS WERE EXPRESSED THROUGH 
SYG OF THE OAU AND ‘THAT ‘HE ‘HAD ASSURED FMG THAT GOS 


PAGE 3 RUDSLC 1283G -UNCLAS 
" WOULD NOT UNDER ANY :CIRCUMSTANCESs BY WORD OR DEEDs 
INTERFERE .IN WHAT WAS ‘PURELY DOMESTIC AFFAIR OF PEOPLE 

OF ‘NIGERIAs AND WOULD NOT» RPT NOTs EXTEND RECOGNITION 

TO SECESSIONIST REGIME OF EASTERN NIGERIAc® SHERMARKE QUOTED 
AS SAYING THIS " REMAINS" GOS ‘POLICY. 
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fo NEW NIGERIAN NEWS AUGUST 7 IN FRONT PAGE EDITOR] at 
ENTITLED "WHY THIS STUPEDITY" ‘CONDEMS "SOME WELL «MEANING 
NIGERIANS (WHO) HAVE CALLEN FOR A PAUSE IN POLICE 

ACTION AGAINST REBELSo" ‘NN SAYS I7 WANTS PEACE AS MUCH 

AS "PATRIOTS" BUT ASKS WHETHER AS MUGH ‘CAN BE SAID Far 


PAGE 2 RUTALS 139KK CONF Y ENT YT] AL LIMITED CvF ictal USE 
REBELSc "SWE WANT. A SETTLEMENTo THEY WANT WARS" = 6 ihe 
PAPER SAYS MINIMUM CONCESSIONS WHICH REBELS MUST HAN: 
ARE RECOGNITION OF “FMG AND ACCEPTANCE OF STATES :CREATE 
"ANY PAUSE BEFORE SUCH ‘CONCESSIONS MAKES NONSENSE OF 7 
POLICE ACTIONsocTHERE ARE NO INOECATIONS THAT ‘WE ‘HAVE 
ARRIVED aT THAT POINT IN TIME WHEN THE FEDERAL GOVERN} 
MENT OUGHT TO ORDER A PAUSE IN iTS #cTIONo#t 
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NIGERIANS® WHO SUPPOSEDLY HAVE CALLED FoR PAUSE IN ‘THE 
FIGHTINGo WOULD APPEAR» HOWEVERs ‘THAT EDITOR ADAMU 
CITROMA MUST HAVE GOTTEN WIND OF A-FAIRLY ‘SUBSTANTIAL 
EFFORT IN THIS DIRECTION FOR HIM TO :GIVE ‘OUT WITH FRONT 
PAGE EDITORIAL WHICH COULD OPEN UP PUBLIC iDEBATE THIs 
QUESTION. 
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SUBJECT: NIGERIA WEEKEND DEVELOPMENTS 
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eSt/ Sav 


lo FMG ARMY ‘CHIEF OF STAFFs AKAHAN»s WAS KILLED IN 
HELICOPTER CRASH EN ROUTE TO MAKURDI AUGUST 5s AFTER 
VISITING FIGHTING FRONTS ‘NEAR NSUKKA AND OGOJAe .CRASH 
APPARENTLY ACCIDENTALe TWO PILOTS ALSO KILLED WERE 
NIGERITANS* AKAHAN PRAISED BY 'GOWON AND EULOGISED IN 
LAGOS PRESS TODAY=o ’ 


2e FMG MILITARY SPOKESMAN AUGe 5 ANNOUNCED DISTRIBUTION 
OF AN "APPEAL TO ALL IB0Ss EFIKSs EKOISs IBrBIOS» IUAWS 
AND ALL OTHER NIGERIANS” IN EASTERN STATES TO TURN THriR 
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BACKS ON OJUKWUs ‘SPOKESMAN SAID 195989 COPIES OF LEAFLET 

HAVE BEEN PRINTED. AND IT IS BEING DROPPED IN EAST BY © 

NIGERIAN AIR FORCE PLANESe LEAFLET EMPHASIZES FMG.IS NOT 
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FIGHTING IBOS AS A PEOPLEs THAT RIGHTS OF PEOPLE OF 

EAST CENTRAL STATE WILL BE MAINTAINED AND WHEN FIGHTING 
i IS OVERs FMG WILL ENSURE “PEOPLE'S FREEDOM OF MOVEMENT 
AND THEIR RIGHT YO PROPERTY EVERYWHERE IN THE FEDERATYON 
OF NIGERIAo" 


3o AT SAME PRESS CONFERENCE, FMG SPOKESMAN STATED 

FEDERAL AUTHORITIES ARE “PREOCCUPIED ON HOW TO -WIN THE 
PEACE’. ‘THIS HAS BEEN CONTINUING THEME IN GOVT STATEMENTS 
AND IN:GOVT ‘CONTROLLED PRESSo COMMENTs THIS ES 
ENCOURAGING DEVELOPMENTe LEAFLET ‘SETS DESIRABLE ‘TONE 

FOR FMG APPROACH To IBO PROBLEMS IN POST-WAR PERIODe 


4o SERVING NOTICE TO POLITICANSe FMG ISSUED STERN 

WARNING ORDERING ALL NEWSPAPERS AND OTHER MEDIA TO REFRAIN 
FROM PUBLISHING ‘COMMENTS ON DEMANDS FOR MORE STATES IN 
WESTERN 'STATEs A CABINET OFFICE STATEMENT WARNED THAT 
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NEITHER GOWON®S NAMEs ‘NOR THAT OF ANY ‘MEMBER OF FMG ‘SHOUOD 

BE ASSOCIATED WITH AGITATION IN WEST OR WITH ANY PARTISAN 
POLITICAL ACTIVITIES IN ‘NIGERIAe REMINDING PUBLIC ‘THAT 

POLITICAL ACTIVITIES REMAIN BANNED, FMG SAID “THIS PERIOD OF 
NATIONAL EMERGENCY IS NOT THE TIME FOR POLITICAL ‘CONTROVERSIES&™ 
COMMENT: THIS COULD ALSO BE REACTION TO PUBLICATION OF LETTER 
FROM WOLE SOYINKAs WHICH REPORTED BY CONSUL IBADAN (As!@)s AS 
WELL AS TO AGITATION FOR MORE ‘STATES IN WESTo 


5° COMPULSORY REGISTRATION OF ‘PERSONS INDIGENOUS ‘TO ‘EAST CENTRAL 
STATE LIVING IN LAGOS WAS ANNOUNCED TO BEGIN AUGUST 9. 7 
THERE ARE AS YET UNSPECIFIED PENALTIES FOR NOT REGISTERING o 

FMG SPOKESMAN CLAIMED 302000 CITIZENS ‘OF EAST CENTRAL ‘STATE 
STILL IN THIS AREA* COMMENT: REGISTRATION ANNOUNCED aS "CIVIL 
DEFENSE" MEASURE» WHICH ‘COULD ALARM IBOS MORE THAN IF HANDLED 
DIRECTLY BY POLICE+ WE DO NOT EXPECT ‘MAD RUSH TO REGISTER ‘ON 
PART REMAINING NERVOUS EASTERNERSs DESPITE FMG STATEMENT THAT 
REGISTRATION IS AIMED AT "PROTECTING" EASTERNERS © 


6» RADIO ENUGU AUGUST 5 ‘CARRIED STATEMENT BY OJUKWU IN WHICH 
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WE WARNED ‘THAT ANY ATTEMPT BY MID WESTERN GOVT TO ALLOW 

NORTHERN TROOPS TO ‘STAY.IN MID WEST MADE THAT REGION 

A BATTLE GROUND". EN DECLARING THAT "BIAFRA® WILL NOT 
DISCRIMINATE BETWEEN BIAFRANS AND IKA IBOS»y .QUUKWU SAD 

NWE LIVE TOGETHER AND -WE SHALL DIE ‘TOGETHER»s AND IF ‘WE 

MUST DIEs I WANT?US TO DIE JOINTLYo" ‘COMMENT? WE 

DOUBT THIS CONSTITUTES MUCH REASSURANCE FOR 

MID WESTERN IBOS» WHO MAY NOT BE AS EAGER ‘TO ‘COMMIT 

POLITICAL SUICIDE aS OJUKWU SEEMS TO RE>» 


7o ENUGU RADIO CLAIMED ON AUGUST 6 ‘THAT FMG HAS 

CONCLUDED DEAL WITH UK FOR DELIVERY OF SEVEN B=26 BOMBERS» 
21 T#28, RPT Te28s AND 28 Te6s RPTo Te6p AIRCRAF Te ENUGU 
ALLEGED LEVENTIS COo FURNISHING PART OF FOREIGN EXCHANGE» 
AND BRITISH ‘SOURCES THE ‘RESTeo BRITISH PILOTS AND 
TECHNICIANS ALLEGEDLY RECRUITED TO OPERATE AND MAINTAIN 
PLANESe ‘COMMENT# ‘UK ‘HIGH COM LAGOS AND BBC ‘HAVE 

VIGOROUSLY DENIED STORY MATHEWS 
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MIL ITEM 


je IN NUMBER OF CONVERSATIONS OVER WEEKEND» ADDITIONAL ITEMS ON 
CURRENT INVOLVEMENT WESTERN=BASED MILITARY ‘UNTTS AND ‘FUTURE ‘PLANS 


EMERGED: 
2o ‘DRe ASUSIs PSYCHIATRIST IN CHARGE ARO MENTAI. ‘HOSPITAL ‘ON AUGUST .4 
Z TOLD ‘CONSULATE OFFICER ‘THAT MAJOR DARAMOLA ‘HAD TOLD HTM SEVERAL 
, DAYS ‘EARLTER ‘THAT ‘HE HAD ‘RECENTLY INDUCTED 8@@ ‘NEW ‘RECRUITS 0 
So, 
“<> ‘ 
& 
ity 
“~ 
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DARAMOLA SUPPOSED TO TAKE IN ADDITIONAL RECRUITS» ‘BUT [UNABLE 
MEDICALLY ‘PROCESS 888 DUE DEPARTURE DRe :GOONEWARDENEN, | ASUNI 

| SAID WESTERN MILGOV BRIG ADEBAYO HAD ‘STATED DURING VISIT ABEOKUTA 
| LAST WEEK THAT THERE NOW 358008 YORUBAS IN ‘NIGERJAN ARMY » 
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COLs OBASANJOs ‘2ND AREA COMMANDER» QUERIED ON ‘THIS FIGURE ‘ON 
AUGe Se AFTER SEVERAL MOMENTS PAUSE ‘FOR CALCULATYONS, SAID 
FYGURE 'FAILY ACCURATE > 


30 ON AUGUST 5 DURENG COURTESY CALL ON :CAPTs AWOSDA (PHONETIC) 
EO 2ND FIELD ENGINEERING SQUADRONs BASED IN‘EDEs I LEARNED THAT IHE 'HA 


aa RECRUITS UNDER BASIC TRAINING FOR PERIODS ‘VARYING ‘FROM TWO 

To SIX WEEKS» DEPENDING ‘ON REQUIREMENTS AT FRONT .AND ‘ELSEWHERE © 
AFTER TRAINING AT EDEs RECRUITS ARE ‘SUPPOSED ‘TO BE SENT: ‘TO 
ABEOKUTA FOR TWO WEEKS WE APONS ‘TRAININGo ‘HE ALSO” TRAINING ‘NEW 
ENGINEERING RECRUITS IN BASIC SKILLS ‘OF ‘TROWING 'UP BRTDGES AND 
REPAIRING ROADS ‘USING AVAILABLE LOCAL MATERIALS» ‘HE ‘SAID ‘PART 

OF HIS UNIT SUPPORTING FMG POLICE ACTION - IN NSUKKA SECTOR . AND ‘COL o 
OBASANJO SAID FIFTY OF SQUADRON Eee IN BONNY .LANDINGS « 

1 WAS FAVORABLY IMPRESSED: BY ‘CAPT AWOTDAs ‘YORUBA ‘FROM IFONs 

WHO OBVIOUSLY ‘TAKES HIS ‘MANY RESPONSIBILITIES ‘SERLOUS'Y © 
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IN ADDITION REGULAR DUTIES» ‘HE LEADS ‘RECRUITS ‘ON NIGHT ‘EXERCISES 

AND TAKES ‘PERSONAL ‘CHARGE OF SECURING ADEQUATE SUPPLIES © FROM 

IBADANe HE ADMITS BEING VERY ‘SHORT OFFICERSs ‘HE ‘SATD THAT °RECURITS 
NOW TOLD ON ENTERING THAT.THEY WILL GO TO’ FRONT AND FYGHTo. “FIRST 
TIME THIS ‘HAPPENED SIX DESERTEDs NOWs WITH FOREKNOWLEDGE ‘THAT 

THEY GOING T FIGHT» ONLY THOSE YORUBAS WHO WILLING TO FIGHT .ARE 
ENLISTING AND BEING 


. ' TRAINEDs ‘COL* OBASANJO ‘SAID HE INSPECTED RECRUITS AT (EDE AUGo ‘5 
i GAVE THEM ‘TOUGH ‘TALK AND FOUND THEM WELL AWARE OF WHY ‘THEY WERE 
THERE « 


&e ON AUGUST 5 MAYOR BAJOWA, ‘CO {1T:. BN» TOLD ME HE HAS 152808 
MEN IN BATTALIONe ‘HE EXPECTS GO TO FRONT ANYTIME FROM AUGUST 140 
UNITS FROM 1]TH UNDER MAJOR ABUBAKAR ‘PARTICIPATED .IN RONNYo ‘HE 
ADMITS ‘TO :SHORTAGE WELL«TRAINED NCO*S ‘BUT PRESUME ‘EXERCISE IN 
WHICH CAPTo- MAKANJUOLA INVOLVED IN TRAINENG NCO’S FOR 

THREE WEEKS. (IBADAN?S :51) ‘DESIGNED OVERCOME THIS DIFFICULTY. 


50 NUMBER OF NEW RECRUITS ‘SIGHTED IN VICINITY OLD 3RD BN 
CANTONMENT AREAe ALSO 119 SPOTTED RAILROAD STATION IN EVENING 
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AUGUST 5 WITHOUT ANY ‘GEARe APPARENTLY® FROM ‘VARIOUS 
CONVERSATIONS» RECRUITS :GIVEN WHATEVER TRAINING AVAILABLE IN 
WHATEVER INSTALLATION ‘HAS ROOMe .ALL ‘MUSTs HOWEVER» GO. ABEOKUTA 
FOR ARMS TRAINININGe HE ALSO TRAINENG ‘NEW ; 
ENGINEERING RECRUITS IN ‘BASIC ‘SKILLS OF ‘TROWING UP BREDGsS AND 
REPAIRING ‘ROADS ‘USING AVAILABLE LOCAL MATERIALSe ‘HE SAID ‘PART 
OF HIS UNIT SUPPORTING FMG POLICE ACTION EN NSUKKA SECTOR AND ‘COLe 
OBASANJO SAID FIFTY OF SQUADRON PARTICIPATED IN BONNY LANDINGSe 
I WAS FAVORABLY IMPRESSED BY ‘CAPTe AWOIDAs A YORUBA FROM IFON» 
WHO OBVIOUSLY ‘TAKES ‘HIS MANY RESPONSIBILITIES SERIOUSLY. 
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IN ADDITION REGULAR ‘DUTIESs HE LEADS ‘RECRUITS ON ‘NIGHT ‘EXERCISES 
AND: TAKES ‘PERSONAL ‘CHARGE OF SECURING ADEQUATE SUPPLIES FROM 
IBADANs HE ADMITS BEING VERY ‘SHORT OFFICERSe ‘HE SAIn THAT -RECURITS 
NOW ‘TOLD ON ENTERING THAT: THEY WILL GO ‘TO FRONT AND “FIGHT» ‘FIRST 
TIME THIS ‘HAPPENED SIX DESERTED® NOWs WITH FOREKNOWLEDGE ‘THAT 
THEY GOING T FIGHT, ONLY THOSE YORUBAS WHO WILLING TO FIGHT ARE 
ENLISTING AND BEING 

TRAINED> :COL* OBASANJO SAID HE INSPECTED RECRUITS AT ‘EDE AUGo ‘5, 
GAVE THEM ‘TOUGH TALK AND FOUND THEM WELL AWARE OF WHY ‘THEY WERE 
THERE o 


4. ON AUGUST '5 ‘MAJOR BAJOWA, ‘CO 11TH BN, TOLD ME 'HE 'HAS 1,002 
MEN IN BATTALIONe ‘HE EXPECTS ‘GO TO FRONT ANYTIME ‘FROM AUGUST fL4e 
UNITS FROM 11TH UNDER MAJOR ABUBAKAR RARTICIPATED IN BONNY o HE 
ADMITS ‘TO SHORTAGE WELL*TRAINED NCO’S BUT PRESUME ‘EXERCISE IN 
WHICH CAPTe MAKANJUOLA INVOLVED IN “TRAINING NCO'S FOR 

THREE WEEKS (IBADAN‘'S 51) DESIGNED OVERCOME THIS DIFFICULTY. 


Se NUMBER OF NEW RECRUITS SIGHTED IN VICINITY .OLD '3RA ‘BN 
CANTONMENT AREAs ALSO 110 SPOTTED RAILROAD STATION IN EVENING 
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AUGUST ‘5 WITHOUT ANY GEARo APPARENTLY2 | ‘FROM ‘VARIOUS 
CONVERSATIONS» RECRUITS :GIVEN ‘WHATEVER: TRAINING AVALLABLE IN 
WHATEVER INSTALLATION ‘HAS ROOMe ALL MUST» HOWEVER, ‘GO ABEQKUTA 
FOR ARMS TRAINING AS TRANING ‘DEPOT “THERE HAS ‘ONLY -RIFUE ‘RANGE 
IN WESTe 


i 
{ 
| 
{ 
i 


60 “COL» OBASANJO, ‘CO :2ND AREA ‘COMMAND*s ‘STILL CHIEF ‘ENGINEER ‘OF 
NIGERIAN © ARMY » ‘HE THEREFORE MUST GO LAGOS EACH ‘WEEK ‘JN ORDER 
FULFILL HIS: ‘ENGINEERING ‘RESPONSIBILITIES« HE IND LCATED © THAT | "HE 
BROOKS ‘NO INTERFERENCE BY ADEBAYO IN MILITARY MATTERS. ‘EVEN 
MAKES ADEBAYO ‘COME ‘THROUGH ‘HIM “FOR REQUESTS. "FOR MILITARY ‘ESCORT 
WHEN GOVERNOR ‘VISITS’.LAGOS © (OBASANJO | ‘CONCERNED ABOUT ‘REORGANIZATION 
ARMY AFTER ‘COMPLETION :OF ‘PRESENT POLICE ACTION AND OF ‘WHAT “TO :DO 
WITH EASTe ‘VERY ‘STRAIGHTFORWARD AND ‘NO NONSENSE ‘TYPE WHO 
EXTREMELY LOYAL 'FMGe -HE LAVES POLITICS ‘TO ADEBAYO AND APPARENTLY 
HE DETERMINED NOT FALL INTO INVOLVEMENT I'N YORUBA POLITICAL 
MANEUVERINGS AS 'DID ‘HIS ‘PREDECESSOR LT° “COL © ‘OLUTOYE>s -ON ‘YORUBA 
OFFICER'S GROUP, OBASANJO ‘SAID IT ‘NOW /NO LONGER THE ‘GRIEVANCE 
COMMITTEE ‘THAT | IT USED TO BEe ‘ONLY INFORMAL :GROUP WHICH 
OCCASSIONALLY MEETS WITH ADEBAYO TO TRY KEEP (HIM EN LENE. 
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le LATE AUGUST 5 FMG FMINISTRY OF INFORMATION -RELEASED 

ENTIRE TEXT OF AMBe ADE MARTINS' LETTER. TO CONGRESSMAN y 
RESNICK WITH COVERING THREE-PAGE PRESS RELEASE SUMMARIZING ate 
THE " PROTEST LETTER"o RESNICK ‘WAS DECSRIBED AS " NOTEF FOR 
SPEAKING IN FAVOR OF REBEL OJUKWU'S ILLEGAL REGMINEo" 


2e LAGOS READIO DOMESTIC SERVICE ‘CARRIED BRIEF STRAIGHT- 


PAGE 2 RUTALS r254CC CONF IDEN TIAL LIMITEN OFFICIAL (USE 
FORWARD SUMMARY OF LETTER EVENING AUGUST Se ‘SO FARs ‘THERE 
HAS BEEN NO PRESS USE OF RELEASEes ‘COMMENT? BELIEVE WE 
HAVE BEEN LUCKY TO GET OFF SQ LIGHTLY*"SO FARe 
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NI. 
C O'N F YT :D EN ’T I A.L:.LAGOS 1261 K 
to FOLLOWING IS “EXCERPTED ‘FROM ‘BRITISH IHICOM ‘TELEGRAM | .AUG ke 
REGARDING DIFFICULTIES IN “THE ‘EAST ‘CAUSING ‘DEPARTURE OF 
EXPATRIATES? ‘REPORTS ‘WE’ HAVE ‘HAD ‘FROM - BRITONS LEAVING 
PORT ‘HARCOURT .AREA INDICATE ‘DETERIORATING: ‘MORALE ‘OF 
EASTERNERS POSSIBLY: INDUCED ‘BY ‘CRACKS iNOW BEGINNING ‘TO 
APPEAR © IN ‘EASTERN - “FACADE » WHICH: IS ‘HAVING: A ‘HARDENING 
EFFECT ‘(ON THEIR ATTITUDE “TOWARDS: EXPATRIATES» ‘WHOM ‘THEY 
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BLAME FOR THEIR TROUBLES» THIS EXACCERBATED -BY RECENT 
CAMPAIGN OF VIRULENT -ANTI*BRITISH PUBLICITY FROM :RADIO 

| BIAFRA AND IN ‘THE PRESS AGAINST BRITISH “FIRMS « ‘ONE 
MANIFESTATION OF ‘THIS IS THAT’ TRADE /UNION LEADERS’ ‘WHO .ARE 

NOW RELUCTANT: TO ALLOW BUSINESSMEN ‘TO LEAVE UNLESS THEY GIVE 

EXORBITANT DISCHARGE: TERMS TO .EMRLOYEES .AND | EXPATRIATES’ 

| oS LEAVING ARE ‘BEING REQUIRED To BE IN ‘POSSESSION OF .A CER- 

| as TIFICATE FROM: THE SENIOR LABOUR ‘OFFICER AND THE ‘PROVINCIAL 

ue? SECRETARY ‘TO PROVE THAT :NO TRADE ‘DISRUTE EXISTS IN THe 
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EXPATRIATE COMPANY ‘CONCERNEDe THERE IS ALSO EVIDENCE 

THAT SOME EXPATRIATES ARE: BEING ‘PREVENTED: FROM LEAVING BY 
EMPLOYEES IN THIS WAYe ‘HAVE ‘DISCUSSED ‘SITUATION WYTH 
LEADING BUSINESSMEN :HERE WHO ‘CONFIRM Gist ‘OF THESE ‘REPORTS 
AND FEEL IN THIS NEW ':SITUATION THAT ° ‘PROCESS ‘OF THYNNYING 
OUT SHOULD BE EXTENDED AS ‘FAR AS ‘POSSIBLE ‘NOW ‘WHILST 
ESCAPE ROUTE BY FERRY AT ‘ONITSHA/ASABA REMAINS OPENe 


20 ‘REMAINING BUSINESSMEN IN THE EAST HAVE ‘MOSTLY ‘BEEN 
GIVEN DISCRETION BY ‘THETR ‘HEADQUARTERS TO ‘PROCEED . .AS 
CIRCUMSTANCES ‘DEMAND. AND MAY BE RETAINING: ‘SERVICES OF ;SOME 


PAGE 3 RUTALS 126{CC:C ON FIDE NT IAL 

NOT ‘STRICTLY ESSENTIAL MEN ‘NOW THAT BUSINESS ‘IS ‘SERIOUSLY 
FALLING OFF e ‘GRATEFUL THEREFORE IF YOU WOULD REITERATE 
POSITIVE ADVICE. THAT -ALL ‘WHO ‘CAN ‘SHOULD LEAVE» ‘PARTICULARLY 
FROM PORT HARCOURT AND .ASABA AREASe ‘POLICY ‘OF THINNING 

OUT EVERYWHERE ‘SHOULDs OF COURSE, BE ‘CONTINUED - AS ‘PRESENT 
ANTI# EXPATRIATE ‘CAMPAIGN COULD LEAD ‘TO !UNFORTUNATE 
INCTDENTSe 


3° ONITSHA/ASABA ‘CROSSING IS ALREADY DIFFTCULT AND IF. ‘THIS 
ESCAPE ROUTE FINALLY ‘CLOSES AND THE ‘ORAN/CALIBAR */CAMEROON 
ROUTE IS SEALED ‘OFF YOU WILL NO DOUBT ‘CONSIDER THE 
POSSIBILITY OF ‘CONCENTRATING ON ENUGUe"™ 
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Se <C Re. aa @323 AUG 670 SGD ‘HALLIGANe ‘COUTRY8 NIGERIA ‘SUBJECTs 
UPDATE ‘CURRENT FMG/EASTERN MIL STTUATLEON © ‘DIA ‘FOR DIAGOe 
CINCSTRIKE FOR ‘STRU2=Ce ‘DA FOR ACSI« 


lo ‘REF MY ‘CONFIDENTIAL MSG 9321 AUG 67 ‘DEATH .AKAHAN ‘OCCURRED 
IN ALQUETTE TWO -HELICOPTER WHICH FORMERLY :RBELONGED IRONS! -AND 
LATER USED BY :GOWON AFTER AFFAIR 29 :JULY 66 FOR TRAVEL” ‘TO. .AND 
FROM IKEJA ‘HQ*e DESPITE ‘STANDING ‘NAF ‘ORDERS ‘PROHIBITING FLEGHTS 
HELICOPTER AT NITEs AKAHAN DIRECTED NAF ‘PILOTS ‘TAKE :OFF ANYWAY 
FROM GBOKO FOR FORTY (MILE FLIGHT MAKURDI aife) NORTHWEST, PLANE 
WENT ‘ONLY -ETGHT MILES ‘TOWARD: ‘DESTINATION WHEN ‘CRASH ‘OCCURRED © 


PAGE 2@ RUTALS /253CC S E C RE T 

LTC ILIY! -DANBARAN ‘BISALLAs GSO=J ‘UNDER .AKAHAN» CHRISTIAN 
M?EDDLE BEL TER-FROM ‘GEINDIRI IN PLATEAU/BENUE ‘STATES NOW ACTING 
CHIEF OF STAFF ‘NIGERIAN \ARMYe BISALLA 1959/61 GRADUATE SAND= 
HURST AND 1966 GRADUATE STAFF ‘COLLEGEs ° CAMBERLYs 'UskKo (HE LOYAL: 
TOs AND LIKED BY ‘GOWONs ‘FOR LONG .RUN ‘MUCH SOUL ‘SEARCHING WILL 
BE DONE ‘TO COME ‘UP WCTH ‘CHIEF ‘OF ‘STAFF ARMY 3 -BYSALLA THINKS: 
SUCH PERSONS .AS 'EJOOR AND KATSINA - WILL ‘HAVE TO BE: CONSIDERED 
FOR JOB BUTs FRANKLY» DOES NOT RULE HYMSELF OUT ‘FOR LONG RUNo 
HE CONSIDERED AGRESSIVE» HARD WORKING AND ‘COMPETENT AND Is 
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PROBABLY KEY PLANNER ANYWAYc 
2o WITH RESPECT FMG OPERATIONS BONNY AREAS 


Ao FMG FORCES STILL ENGAGED ‘CLEARING WAY NORTHWARD UP CHANNEL 
FROM BONNY TOWARD OKRIKA AND/OR HARCOURT « ‘CURRENT ARMY STTREPS 
INDICATE DAWES ISLAND» WHICH ‘CONTROLS ‘CHANNELS LEADING TO 

OKRIKA (FIVE MILES NORTH) AND ‘HARCOURT TO NORTHWEST» FELL mae) 

FMG FORCES MID MORNING @5 AUGUST AND ‘THAT. TROOPS NOW © CONSOQL IDAT= 
ING PRIOR ‘CONTINUANCE DELIBERATE MOVE NORTH ‘BISALL PLEASED 

WITH PROGRESS OPERATION .AND SEEMS FEEL ALL :GOING ACCORDING 

PLANo 


Bo NIGERIAN NATIONAL SHIPPIG .LINES MV ORANYAN (SEE PAR 8 


PAGE 3 RUTALS 1253CC S EC RE 7 
USDAO LAGOS. SECRET MSG 6312 ‘JULY 67) REPORTED READY SAIL 
EVENING 97/88 AUGUST .AND DUE ‘BACK LAGOS APPROX ‘FIVE ‘DAYSe 
REPORTED DESTINATION :BONNY WITH ‘CARGO APPROV ‘FIVE iHUNDRED ‘TROOPS» 
MEDICAL STORES» SOME VEHICLES o AMMUNITION AND ‘CATTLE ON THE 
Bere FRIGATE NNS NIGERIAs SDB NNS 'ENUGU, AND LET NNS 
LOKOJA WHICH ARRIVED .LAGOS FROM BONNY NITE @5 AUGUST STILL 
AT NAVY YARD APAPA THIS AFTERNOONS {T WOULD BE ‘EXPECTEDs HOWEVERs 
SOME OF THESE WILL ESCORT ORANYANe PARTICULAR INTEREST WILL 
BE PAID LOKOJAe YT WOULD SEEM» HOWEVER® IF LOKOJA TO BE 
USED CONNECTION ADDED FIVE HUNDRED TROOPS» SHE WOULD HAVE 
SAILD PRIOR THIS TIME BECAUSE HER SPEED !RELATIVELY ‘SLOWe 
Co EASTERN TROOPS AT HARCOURT ARE EASTERN ‘ETGHTH BN MINUS 
COMPANY D WHICH ‘CHEWED UP AT BONNY. EEGHTH REINFORCED, Tie, 
HOWEVER» BY APPROX ‘FIVE .HUNDRED TROOPS LATE LAST WEEK» AL = 
THOUGH SOME SOURCES INDICATE REINFORCING TROOPS .CAME ‘FROM 
ENUGU AREA» SOME FMG FIGURES BELIEVE ‘RE ENF.ORCEMENTS ALSO 
CAME FROM ‘EASTERN TWELFTH BN ‘YENAGOA®. TF THIS SOo: TWELFTH 
BOUND TO BE WEAK IN ABILITY ‘DEFEND RIVERS AREA AS TT ALSO HAS 
DETACHMENTS AT DEGEMA -AND BRASS ALTHOUGH FMG INTELL ‘SOURCES 


PAGE 4 RUTALS 1|253CC S EC R'E T 


‘SECRET 


DECLASSIFIED 
Authority i 
D 


Marea Date | 


q 


Seceue ¢ Be Aeon . ite naa eRe it sea dean aee ta ata hee ee tee tee ee ne rete ee ee 


Department of State TELEGRAM 


‘SECRET 


PAGE @3 8718467 


BELYEVE ‘THESE DETACHEMENTS (AS -AT BONNY) ‘HAVE | ARGE PERCENTAGE 
NIGERIA POLICE AS DEFENDERS» 


De WHILE ALL EYES ARE BONNY /OKRIKA/HARCOURT ‘FMG INTELL ‘SOURCES 
APPEAR .AWARE OF. FACT EASTERN GARRISON :AT CALABAR ‘NOT ‘NEAR .AS 
STRONG AS IT ONCE WAS .AT APPROX BATTALION ‘REINFORCED o ‘PRESENT rLY 5 
TOTAL GARRISON AT CALABAR PROPER ‘REPORTED BY “KNOWLEDGEABLE ‘EXPAT 
OBSERVERS AT NO MORE THAN FIVE HUNDRED OF WHICH ONLY APPROX 

ONE HUNDRED SEASONED TROOPS AND BALANCE OBVOUSLY GREEN RECRUITS 
IN ADDITYONs APPROX ONE ‘HUNDRED FIFTY NAVAL RATINGS FROM NAVAL 
BASE NNS ANANSAj» ‘CALABARs ON ‘HAND ‘TO CONTRIGUTE ‘TO DEFENSE o 

SOME OF ‘THESEs HOWEVER» .ALSO APPEAR GREENe THIS ‘EASTERN NINTH 

BN CALABAR» HOWEVER» HAS BIG ‘DEFENSIVE CHORE» FOR IN ADDITLON 
CALABAR MISSION» IT ‘HAS ‘DETACHMENT LESS THAN ONE HUNDRED MEN 

AT ORON»s ACROSS ‘CHANNEL TO WEST FROM ‘CALABAR} AND ‘COMPANY AT 
UYO BOTH OF WHICH REPORTEDLY BEING BADLY ‘HARRASSED ‘BY NONe ERO 
POPULATION IN AREAe AT HARCOURTs ALSOs ‘NON©1BO POPULATION» 
REPORTED BY EXPAT OBSERVERS :STRONGLY "PRO=F:MG» ‘CAUSING ‘CONCERN 
FOR IBO TROOPS AND ‘PTLICEe ‘THESE EXPATS :REPORT THAT ‘ON 28 

JULY FRANCIS IBIAM AND IKOY] ORIKPO VISITED ‘CALABAR ‘ON BEHALF 
OJUKWU AND HELD ‘MEETING WITH “PUPPET. ‘PROVINCIAL ‘SECRETARY 
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MRe ‘NSAU FORMER ‘PROFESSOR NSUKKAo ‘FOLLOWING ‘THIS MEET ENG 
THERE WAS ‘MEETING LEADERS OF ‘THOUGHT 1BO ‘COMMUNITY ‘CALABAR o 
AS RESULTs APPROX 1280 1BO WOMAN .AND ‘CHLLDREN LEFT ‘CALABAR 
AREA FOR CENTRAL’ EASTERN STATE° 


30 OVER RECENT WEEKS THERE ‘HAS BEEN ‘SOMEHWAT ‘EXTENSIVE 
REALIGNMENT FORCES ‘ON- BOTH SIDESo ‘DATT ‘NOW HOLDS COMMITTED 
FMG FORCES AS ‘FOLLOWS? 


Ae FIRST AREA COMMAND=NORTH?! 

MAIN ‘HEADQUARTERS: (MAKURDI})3 ‘COMMANDER ‘COLONEL MUHAMMED ‘SHUWA 
REAR HEADQUARTERS (KADUNAS’.:COMMANDER LTC: (GABRIEL OMANANY{ 

Bo FIRST SECTOR (NSUKKA ‘ENCLAVE? 8 

HEADQUARTERS SEVENTH ‘BRIGADE OTURKPO8 ‘COMMANDER LTC “SULE 
APOLOo SUBORDINATE BATTALIONS FOURTHs TWENTY | ‘ONE ‘TWENTY 
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TWOs IN SUPPORT ARE SECOND ‘RECCE ‘SQUADRON, BULK FIRST AND 
SECOND FIELD BATTERIES» ENGINEER AND ‘OTHER ‘SUPPORT DETACHMENTS» 
Co SECOND SECTOR (OGOJA 'PROVINCE)# | a 

SECTOR HEADQUARTERS OGOUA# COMMANDER LIC MARTIN .ADAMUc | 
SUBORDINATE BATTALIONS ‘SECONDs TWENTY THREE» -EITHER ‘NINETEEN 

OR TWENTY FIVE* IN SUPPORT ARE ELEMENTS ‘SECOND ‘FIELD BATTERY 
AND ENGINEER AND ‘OTHER SUPPORT DETACHMENTS o 
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De ‘THIRD SECTOR (OR0LO EKE SOUTH ‘TO 'NKALAGU)s os 
SECTOR ‘HEADQUARTERS OBOLO -EKEs ‘COMMANDER LTC ‘EMMANUEL ;SOTOMI o 
SUBORDINATE BATTALIONS THIRDs FIFTHs “TWENTYs ‘TWENTY FOURS AND 
NINETEEN OR TWENTY FIVEs IN SUPPORT ELEMENTS FIRST FIELD 
BATTERY AND ENGINEER AND OTHER ‘SUPPORT DETACHMENTS 

Eo LOKOJA/IDAH LINE ‘OF COMMUNICATIONS? a . 
ASSIGNED ‘DUTY HERE ARE FIRST RECCE ‘SQUADRON.AND INIGERTAN .AIR 
FORCE SECURITY DETACHMENT AT IDAHe 

Fo BONNY SECTORS . 
HEADQUARTERS BONNY TOWNe .COMMANDER .LTC BEN ADEKUNLE®s 'SUB= 
ORDENATE BATTALIONS SIXTH AND SEVENTH {WITH PROBABLE ADDED 
REINFORCEMENTS APPROX FIVE ‘HUNDRED ‘REFERRED TO ABOVE }6 IN 
SUPPORT NIGERIAN ‘NAVAL. ELEMENTS AS ‘ON STATYON® 

ha KNOWN EASTERN ‘MAJOR ‘OB ‘CHANGES -ARES ae 

Ao FIFTY FIRST BRIGADE NOW HAS ‘HEADQUARTERS NKALAGUo THIS 
REFLECTS EASTERN CONCERN FOR AND ‘REACTION TO :BULZLDUP AND 
DEVELOPMENT. THIRD FMG ‘SECTOR AS REPORTED ABOVE e 


Bo FIFTY THIRD BRIGADE NOW HEADQUARTERS :ABAKALIKIe FIFTY |. 
THIRD FORMERLY ‘HAD AREA ‘RESPONSIBILITY ‘NSUKKA ‘FRONTs SIGNIFICANT» 
THEREFORE» FIFTY*THIRD NOT ONLY REMOVED -NSUKKA BUT SENT LEAST 


ACTIVE AREAo THIS COULD VERY WELL’ INDICATE REQUIREMENT FOR 


ad 
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REBUILDING OR RSTAFFIENG BRIGADE AFTER TELLING ‘NSUKKA ‘GAMRAIGNe 
NOTE ALSO THAT LACK ASSIGNMENT ANY BRIGADE HQ NSUKKa FRONT. 
STRONG INDICATOR ‘EASTERN ACTION THIS ‘FRONT NOW ‘ONLY ‘GUERILLA 
LIKE AND SPORADIC WITH BRIGADES AND ;SUBORDINATE -BNS 'NOW LOCATED 
WELL TO ‘SOUTH ALONG ROAD ENUGU TO ABAKALIKI AND .EASTe 
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Co FIFTY SECOND BRIG«DE 'BELTEVED LOCATED 'UYO WITH ‘RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR DEFENSE SOUTHERN AREAS ‘COR STATES» ‘NOTE ALSO THIS BRIGADE 

HQ ALSO LOCATED WELL BACK FROM YENAGOAAHARCOURT - AREAS (OF RIVERS 
STATE AND WELL TO EASTo 

50 WHILE FMG FORCE APPEAR ‘REGROUPING: ‘FOR ‘FURTHER ACTION AFTER 
GRUELLING ACTION AROUND -OBOLO. -EKE LAST WEEK» OGOJA FRONT REMAINS 
VERY QUIET>s IT WOULD APPEAR THAT WHILE EASTERN ‘WITHDRAWALS 

HAVE LEFT FMG WITH LITTLE OR NO SIGNIFICANT OPPOSITION IN ~ 
NORTH OF PROVINCEs FMG ACTUALLY UNABLE ‘TAKE ‘EFFECTIVE ADVANTAGE 
THIS SIUTATION BY VIRTUE OF ‘FACT ‘SOME UNTTS ‘THIS SECTOR ‘WERE 
DIVERTED OBOLO ‘EKE AREA TO INCREASE FMG PRESSURE AT: ‘TIME 

BATTLE RAGEDe UNTIL © THESE UNITS RETURNED OGOJA SECTOR ‘CON- 
TINUATION: FMG ACTION ‘SOUTHERN ‘OGOQJA AND IKOM ‘EXPECTED. ‘TO BE 
DELAYEDe AS.:SITUATION DEVELOPING» HOWEVER» TT ‘VERY POSSIBLE 
THAT IF TARGETS IN ‘HARCOURT AND/OR OKRIKA ‘SELZED IN ‘REASONABLY 
NEAR FUTURE FMG RESOURCES FOR ‘SIMULTANEOUS ACTION .IN SOUTHERN 
OGOJUA AND ‘CALABAR PROVINCES ‘COULD BE FREED AT ‘SAME TIMEs GPx3 
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TO SECSTATE WASHDC 56/9 Cc if 
_AMEMBASSY LAGOS 296 ~ 1 
| — CONFIDENTIAL KINSHASA 3692 °° 
MOBUTU TOLD Dem AND ME THIS MORNING THAT NIGERIANS. ARE INSISTING: 
THAT BIAFRA PRORLEM NOT BE fNSCRIBED ON OAU HEADS OF STATE AGENDAS 
IN ORDER FACIL{TATE NIGERIAN TASKs MOBUTU SAID HEADS TRYING TO 
-PREVENT CONGOLESE MERCENARY PROBLEM. ALSO FROM BEING INSCRIBED» 
HOWEVER» HE SAYS THERE IS CONSIDERABLE PRESSURE FROM VARIOUS 
AFRICANS TO DISCUSS MERCENARY QUESTION, EVEN THOUGH HE DOES” NOT 
~ WESH TOs AND’ IT MAY BE INSCRIBEDs, MCBRIDE 
- | 
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Ace COM . oH 
| FROM : Amconsul IBADAN - pate; August 5, 1967 


SUBJECT: WESTERN STATE: Soyinka in the Quest for Peace 


: - REF :  Tbadan 59, 56 


ST The full text (sumary in Ibadan's 56) of the letter of July 29, 1967, | 
~ | Written by Wole Soyinka, prominent Yoruba playwright, is herewith 
submitted as an enclosure to this airgram (enclosure 1). The text 

may now be considered unclassified for the letter appeared as a 

feature article in the August 4, 1967 edition of the Western State- 

owned Nigerian Daily Sketch, The AG-leaning Nigerian Tribune 

failed to publish the text as promised (Ibadan Sy. 
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In conversation with the reporting officer the night of August 3, 
1967, Soyinka insisted that he still intended to carry out his peace 
mission, in spite of his failure to obtain a safe conduct through the 
FMG lines from Father Martins. He hoped to see Mid-West Governor 
Brigadier Ejoor on August , and the former Governor of the 


ia Eastern States Ojulwu either.on August 5 or 6. Soyinka was not 

~ very optimistic about the chances of success of his mission, but still 

im & felt that as a matter of personal conviction, he must continue his 

x a search for peace. 
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CONF IDENT IA.L LAGOS fe3e 
SUBJECTs EVACUEES ‘COMMENT ON EASTERN ECONOMY 


1: CURRENT FLOW :OF ‘EVACUEES ‘FROM FORMER ‘EASTERN :REGION ‘CONSITS 
LARGELY OF PRINCPALS WHO ‘HELD - NESSENTEAL" ‘JOBS AND THUS HAVE 

BEEN LAST ‘TO LEAVEs THUS» THESE MEN ‘HAVE ‘UNUSUALLY ‘GOOD GRASP 

OF ECONOMIC ‘CONDITIONS EN EAST PARTICULARLY AS ‘THETR i jOBS _ 
AFFECTEDs WHILE ‘WE FIND.IT DYFFICULT !JUDGE ‘OVERALL: EFFECT ‘OF 
BLOCKADE AND WAR ON EASTERN ‘ECONOMY FROM THESE ‘SECOND =HAND 


PAGE 2 RUTALS 1232CC :C O'N F I D-EIN'T T-ALL 
AND FRAGMENTARY ‘REPORTS o a BELIEVE - “FOLLOW ENG ‘COMMENTS ARE 
SIGNIFICANT o 


2} BLOCKADE IS SAID TO BE "TOTAL" WITH ‘EXCEPTION 'OF iSMALL 
\g EXPORTS PALM OIL FROM PORT HARCOURT AND ‘CALABAR ‘REPORTED 
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EMBTELS $9314 AND 29@s SOME YMPORTS OF MILITARY -EQUEPMENTas 
SMALL BUT STEADY TRADE eee AY ASEXA»s AND INTERMITTENT 
ARRIVALS OF GOODS FROM CAMEROON. . A RESULT ‘OF BLOCKADE. - ‘FLOURs 
SALT» AND SUGAR ‘SAID TBDBE IN SHORT ‘SUPPLY. SUPPLY - ‘STTUATION 
' PERHAPS INFLUENCED ‘BY HHOARDING ON PART !OF ‘TRADERS o ‘PRICES “NHESE 
THREE COMMODITIES RISING» AND ‘SOME PRICE ‘RISE NOTED © IN PORT 
HARCOURT OF BASIC’ FOODSTUFFS ‘CONSUMED BY NIGERTACNPOPULAT ION o 


3) COMMENT: ‘EXPORTS ‘EASTERN ‘PRODUCE .ALREADY VISRTUALLY ARRESTED 
SIX WEEKS ‘PRIOR IMPOSITION BLOCKADE, INASMUCH AS FROM MIDe 2APRILs 
LARGE PURHCASERS PALM ‘PRODUCE HONORED ‘(NIGERIAN ‘PRODUCE MARKETING 
COo (NPMC) WARNINGS AGAINST PURCHASE ‘NON 3NPMC ‘CONTROLLED PRODUCE 
FOLLOWING ‘ESTABLISHMENT SEPARATE EASTERN PRODUCE » MARKETING ‘GO 
TRADE AND SHIPPING SOURCES AWARE ‘ONLY ‘ONE ‘SHIPMENT 2600 ‘TONS 

PALM OIL PRYOR BLOCKADE {MAY {2 -0N ‘MEDGARD$ ‘TO ‘WHICH ‘NPMC 
REPORTEDLY RAISED NO ‘OBJECTION AS SHIPMENT “SCHEDULED BY ‘THEM 
PRIOR FORMATION RIVAL EASTERN ‘COMPANY. ‘SENCE IMPOSITION BLOCKADE» 


PAGE 3 °‘°RUTALS f23eCC °C O'N 'F ID EN TIAL | 

ONLY TWO KNOWN SHYPMENTS ‘PALM OIL HAVE ‘BEEN MADE cee TONS !JUNE :2°7 
ON STOLT ORATOR AND 5599 TONS JULY 5 :ON ‘PODRAVINA} EVAGUEES 
REPORT STOCKS ‘PALM ‘PRODUCE MOUNTING .IN EASTERN PORT ‘STORAGE 
FACILYTIESs. EMPTY IMPORT ‘SHEDS USED FOR ‘PALM KERNEL : ‘STORAGE | 

IN ADDITION TO EXISTING ‘PALM ‘OIL: ‘STORAGE “TANKAGE | IN: EASTERN ‘PORTS: 
{57,8900 TONS» A#785~e !JUNE 29)— MOBIL ‘RENTED ‘OUT ‘THREE 'POL: iSOTRAGE 
TANKS (11200 TONS) IN PORT iHARCOURT DURING ‘MAY FOR ‘STORAGE ‘PALM 
OL: BY ‘END ‘JUNES. ADDITIONAL ‘9329 TONS ‘POL ‘STORAGE ‘CAPACITY 

PoHo LEASED FROM AFRICAN PETROLEUM TERMINAL ({TEXACO AND ‘BP J 

FOR PALM O{L STORAGE®s ‘TRADE ‘SOURCES ‘DOUBTFUL ‘POL ‘STORAGE “TANKS 
CAN BE .ABAQUATELY ‘CLEANED: TO PREVENT: ‘CONTAMENATION - ‘EDEBLE 

OiLS FROM LEAD TRACES» 


4) INDUSTRIAL ‘UNEMPLOYMENT ‘RESULTING ‘PRIMARILY FROM ‘SHORTAGE 
ESSENTIAL RAW MATERIALS ‘HAS BEEN ACCELERATED ‘BY ‘DEPARTURE _ 
| & EXPATRIATE MANAGERSo BANK .OF :-AMERICA 'REPS FROM PORT :-HARCOURT 
| . ESTIMATE UNEMPLOYMENT AS A RESULT ‘CLOSING:SUCH ‘FIRMS KS BEWAC 
| ASSEMBLY PLANTs SHUTDOWN PAINT MANUFACTURERS - AND WITHDRAWAL ‘OLL 
EXPLORATION AND SEVICE COMPANY PERSONNEL’ AT BETWEEN 14299°1s55000 
| CLOSURE OF ABA TEXTILES IN ABA SCHEDULED FOR AUGUST WILL RESULT IN 
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LAYOFF 15498 WORKERSe ‘CALABAR VENEER AND PLYWOODs AND ‘CEMENT 


PAGE 4 RUTALS 1232CC:C ONFIDENTIAL. | 
FACTORY IN CALABAR SHUT ‘DOWN LAST WEEK IN ‘!JULYo .EFFECT THESE 
LAYOFFS MITIAGATED BY FACT MANY FIRMS APPARENTLY ‘PAYING ‘SUBSTANTIAL: 
UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS OVER SHORT TERM IN ‘ORDER ‘TO: RETAIN. ‘WORK 

FORCE PRESUMABLY IN ‘EXPECTATION THEY ‘WILL BE ABLE :REOPEN IN-“FEW 
MONTHS TIME. 


5S) MANY EVACUEES SPECUALTE ON ‘TWO SUBJECTS ABOUT WHICH WE IHAVE 
VIRUTALLY NO HARD INFORMATIONo FIRST» ‘FOREIGN EXCHANGE AVAILABLE 
TO ENUG ‘GOVERNMENT AND SECOND DOMESTIC RECBNUES 6 ‘FORE TGN 

EXCHANGE RESERVES EASTERN GOVERNMENT ‘HAVE ‘PROBABLY ‘BEEN ‘DRAWN 'DOWN 
TO NEARLY ‘NOTHINGe ‘HOWZORR» MAJOR EXPENDITURES ARE PROBABLY 
LIMITED TOze AYTHOSE ARMS :‘WHICH ‘CAN STILL BE IMPORTED “THROUGH 
BLOCKADE sEoGos ATRCRAFT a B} “FINANCING TRAVEL ‘OF EASTERN 
REPRESENTATIVES IN EUROPE AND AFRICA, .AND (C) ‘SALARIES ‘OF ‘THOSE “FEW 
MERCENARIES» EoGo PILOTS» EMPLOYED BY [EASTo REVE 


UE SITUATION . 7 
EQUALLY OBSCURE» REGIONAL REVENUES NORMALLY DERIVED iDrRECTLY 

OR THROUGH FEDERAL ‘GOVERNMENT ALLOCATIONS. FROM :DUTIES ‘ON 'TRADEs 
PRODUCTION CRUDE 'PETROLEUMs TRANSFERS “FROM MARKETENG BOARD» 'PERSONAL 
INCOME ‘TAX AND LICENSING FEESe REVENUE ‘FROM TRADE MUST ‘BE. INEARLY 
NYILL (EXCISE DUTIES WOULD BE REDUCED BY ‘CLOSURE OF INDUTRIAL’RLANTSo 


PETROLEUM ‘ROYALTIES ‘HAVE :NOT BEEN “FORTHCOMING®s ‘SEEMS LIKELY 
nett etiprerernensnun veanenntsenrtis nonmivisesesinatimanivennti gah 


AAAS i HAAN Va SN Oma UrebIrTI NI ANIAtOR hier: Lieve Sh? 
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EASTERN MARKETING -BOARD ‘HAS ‘UPWARDS OF POUNDS .4 MILL LON TYED ‘UP © IN 
INVENTORIES OF PALM -PRODUCTS WHICH IT ‘UNABLE | EXPORT. ‘INCOME 

TAX AND.LICENSING ‘FEES PRESUMABLY REDUCED® HOWEVER» ‘CONTRIBUTIONS: 

TO ‘CIVIL DEFENSE MAY ‘OFFER ‘SOME ALTERNATIVE SOURCES REVENUE \AL THOUGH 
DIFFICULT ‘ESTIMATE ‘HOW MUCHo 


6} BANKS AND BUSINESSMEN INFORM US THAT ‘MOST FIRMS FAZRLY 


LI@UID OWING TO ‘FACT THAT BUSINESSES ‘HAVE ‘COLLECTED ACCOUNTS 
RECEIVABLE TO EXTENT POSSIBLE :AND -HAVE BEEN UNADOE REPLENISH 
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INVENTORIES: BANK DEPOSITS APPEAR TO ‘HAVE RISEN» AS HAVE ce 
BANKS* OWN DEPOSITS IN CENTRAL BANK ENUGU> APPARENTLY DOES 
NOT PAY INTEREST ON THESE FUNDSo 


7} FOR ENUGU& WOULD WELCOME YOUR COMMENTS ‘ON FOREGOING» 
GP-30 MATHEWSe 
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SUBJECT: (NIGERIA 


lo ‘CO .ASSTs UNDER: ‘SECY NORRIS ‘BRIEFED -EMBOFF AUG 4 0N ° ‘REPORT 
OF BRITISH HICOMER. HUNT :-WHO: ARRIVED: .LONDON ‘FROM -LAGOS: AUG 2 
TO ATTEND FATHERS FUNERAL © HUNT’. EXPECTS: TO ‘RETURN LAGOS .AUG ‘70 


20 ‘HUNT'S EXTREMELY ‘OPTIMISTIC READING (OF FMG MILITARY ‘PROGRESS 


PAGE 2 ‘RUDTCR B42 (CO INSP: T:D [EON TOI “AL! 

fee ‘CAUSED NORRIS TO. :REVISE, ‘SOMEWHAT ‘HES JOWN | VIEWS CEMBTEL ‘775 30 
CCORDING “TO NORRIS» !HUNT WAS: ‘CONVINCED: “THAT “FMG ‘CAMPAIGN 

re ‘GOING MORE.-OR LESS: ACCORD ING: ‘TO:3 ‘SCHEDULE o “FIMG ‘FORCES: 

WERE ‘NOT. IN -HUNT°S VEEW»s BOGGED. ‘DOWN JON: INSUKKa - ‘PRONT¢ HE 

ASSERTED THAT * THEIR iMESSTON WAS. ‘TOODRAW JOFF.: ‘BLAFRAN STRENGTH - “FROM 
OTHER FRONYSo IN THES ‘THEY APPEARED: "TO IHAVE: ‘SUCCEEDED o SE RQHT 

OR. MORE ‘OF OJUKWU2S ‘BATALLIONS ‘WERE: ‘CONCENTRATED: ‘BEHTND 

NSUKKAo FURTHERMORE BRITISH ‘UNDERSTOOD. “THAT INSUKKA - ‘FRONT IWAS: 

BEING REINFORCED ‘BY :BLAFRAN ‘UNITS. “TAKEN - ‘FROM ‘PORT iHARCOURT 

AND :CALABARe ‘HUNT ‘CLAIMED ‘UNT TS: ‘FROM. pony eyecore Hae ‘BEEN 

DEFINITELY EDENTIFIGD- IN''NSUKKA , “ARE Ae , 
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30 HUNT TOLD NORRIS THAT ANOTHER INDICATION ‘FMG ‘CAMPAIGN | 
PROCEEDING ACCORDING ‘PLAN WAS :SMOOTHNESS ‘OF BONNY OPERATYONe 
EFFICIENCY OF: FMG TAKEOVER ‘HAD BEEN ‘GONFIRMED. BY “EHREE ‘SHELL BP 
EXPATS. WHO WERE THERE WHEN BONNY FELL« ‘THREE: ‘EMPLOYEES WERE 
ROUGHLY ‘HANDLED -BY FMG FORCES: ?WHO AT ‘FIRST. ‘THOUGHT. "THEY “WERE 
MERCENARIES} BUT ‘WERE FINALLY EVACUATED. ‘TO ENGLAND VIA LAGOS o 


&o HUNT SAED THAT FMG WAS ‘NOT ‘STALLED ‘ON :‘OGOUA FRONTs “THEY 
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HAD IN RACT PROCEEDED AS FAR .AS.:RIVER AND WERE MOVING TOWARD 

PY Ge THUS» IN'HUNT®°S OPINION. FIMG 'WAS MOVING ‘EFFECTIVELY 
‘OGOJA AND BONNY FRONTSs WOULD ‘SOON ‘MOUNT ‘OPERATION: EN: 

CALABAR® AND WAS ‘CONDUCTING EFFECTIVE: ‘DYVERSTONARY OPERATION 

AT NSUKKAc “HE EXPECTED “FMG FORCES TO HAVE: “ENTERED | ‘ENUGU 

AND TO "HAVE CUT OFF IBOLAND BY -.END OF OCTOBER® 


5 o NORRYS COMMENTED: THAT IF EVENTS DEVELOPED AS PREDICTED 

BY HUNTs FMG COULD PROBABLY :‘CHASE OUUKWU.: ENTO BUSH AND NEGOTIATE 
FORMAL END TO REBELLION ‘WITH. MORE PLIABLE: 1B0 : REPS 0 HE 
RECOGNIZED HOWEVER. THAT -REBELLION UTSELF COULD ‘CONTINUE FOR 

SOME TIME AND THAT MOPPING ‘UP WOULD BE 'UNYEDY . AND PROTRACTED 
AFFAIRo 


6c COMMENT: NORRIS AND ‘OTHER CO REPS WHO TALKED TO HUNT 
WERE EXTREMELY IMPRESSED BY HES. PRESENTATIONo “THEY BELIEVES 
HOWEVER» THAT WHILE FiMG “FORCES :HAVE ‘SHOWN ‘MORE ‘OISCEPLINE -AND 
BETTER ORGANIZATION ‘THAN EXPECTED :‘BIAFRANS ARE ‘STILL CARABLE 
OF PUTTING UP ‘STIFF. FIGHT» NORRIS “THOUGHT iHUNT MIGHT» IN 
PARTICULAR WISH 'TO-‘RECONSIDER ‘HIS PREDICTION * THAT 'FMG FORCES 
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ta SOVIET UNIONe ROSENBERG POLAK IS CONSERVATIVEs LEVEL HEADED 
OBSERVER OF NIGERIAN ‘SCENE IN TERMS BEST INTERESTS OF 
WESTERN POWERS» HIS PERSONAL CONCLUSION IS THAT WESTERN 
POWERS HAVE MADE ‘SERIOUS ERROR IN JUDGEMENT IN NOT RPT NOT 


ee PROVIDING FEDERAL: MILITARY GOVERNMENT WITH AT LEAST ‘SOME 
2 OF THE MILITARY EQUIPMENT. THEY NEED ‘TO ‘SUPPRESS REBELLION 
IN EASTERN REGIONe ‘HE THOUGHT LOOU OOCMHANGEHRESULT iOF ‘NIGERIA 
GETTING HELP FROM RUSSIANS COULD ONLY WEAKEN ‘HERETOFORE 
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2e DUTCH AMRASSADOR WANTED ME TO KNOW THAT ‘HE HAD DECIDED 
TO RECOMMEND TO THE HAGUE THAT TF NIGERIAN AUTHORITIES DESIRE 
MILITARY EQUIPMENT WHICHCOULD BE PROVIDED BY (NETHERLANDS 
THAT HIS GOVERNMENT SHOULD 8E FORTHCOMING AND RESPONSTVEe 
PD3. AS A-FOLLOWsUP TO THIS RECOMMENDATION, ROSENBERG ‘POLAK 
IS ALSO ADVISING HIS GOVERNMENT THAT DUTCH REPRESENTATIVES 
AT NATO MEETINGS SHOULD .EXPRESS 

A MORE 'REALISTIC VIEW IN REGARD TO NIGERIAN DEVELOPMENTS. 
SPECIFICALLY» HE THOUGHT NATO SHOULD BE "MORE PRACTICAL 

AND LESS MORAL" IN ANALYZING AND DEALING WITH NIGERIAN 
SITUATION*® HE JIS IMPRESSED BY FACT 


THAT NIGERIAN GOVERNMENT | 
LEADERS ARE TOTALLY ‘COMMITTED TO COURSE :ON WHICH THEY -HAVE 
EMBARKED AND THAT THEY DETERMINED TAKE WHATEVER MEASURES 
NECESSARY IN ORDER TO :SUCCEEDs SINCE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT :HAS 
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MUCH MORE IN WAY OF MANPOWER AND RESOURCES THAN EAST, ‘WHICH 
IS NOW EFFECTIVELY BLOCKADEDs HE FELT IT WOULD ‘NOT BE WISE 
TO BET ON SUCCESS OF "BIAFRA'. 
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LAST PARA .LAGOS 1691 WHICH REPORTED VIEWS: OF ADUe ‘DEPUTY 

SECRETARY GENERAL OF ‘COMMONWEALTH SECRETARIAT IN LONDON. 

ADUs A GHANIANs MADE STRONG CASE FOR GIVING FEDERAL ‘GOVERNMENT ‘SUFFI 
TENT 

MILITARY ASSITSTANCE TO BRING EASTERN REBELLION TO END 

QUICKLY IN BEST INTERESTS OF ALL SECTIONS OF NIGERIA. 

DUTCH AMBASSADOR THIS MORNING USED SAME ARGUMENT ‘TO 

JUSTIFY POSSIBLE DUTCH MILITARY ASSISTANCE ‘TO 'FMGe 
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| REFERENCE .LAGOS 1157 AND Aeaj9 
SUBY UPPER VOLTA SUPPORT FOR FMG 
le FEDERAL INFORMATION MINISTRY YESTERDAY [SSUED 'RRESS RELEASE ‘ON 
UPPER VOLTA SUPPORT “FOR‘FMG POLICY ‘WHICH “RRONT=RAGED LAGOS ‘RAPERS 


| | TODAYe ‘THES. ADDS ANOTHER ‘COUNTRY’ TO THOSE. ‘WHICH iHAVE EXPRESSED 
| | VIEWS ON SUPPORTING “FMG. (LAGOS Aw®}'9) 0 
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20 IN PERSONAL LETTER. TO: GOWONs ‘UPPER VOLTA! PRESIDENT. .LAMIZANA 
SAID FMG COULD .COUNT’:ON .GUV SUPPORTs ‘STATING ‘omy ‘QOUNTRY WELL: 

MJKE EVERY EFFORT ‘GIVE COOPERATION WHENEVER ‘THIS WILL ‘CONTRIBUTE 
TO NATIONAL RECONCILIATIONs QUICK RETURN ‘OF ‘PEACEFUL ATMOSPHERE | IN 
NIGERIA AND CONSOLIDATION OF. -AFRICAN ‘UNITY : ‘DEAR ‘TO .ALLo" ‘RELEASE 
FURTHER QUOTES LAMIZANA.-.AS:: ‘SAYING THAT | “ONE :OF- ‘GOVERNMENT *S: ‘CONSTANT 
POLICIES ‘CONTINUES: TO BE :NONe ENTERFERENCE. IN THE INTERNAL AFFAIRS | ‘OF 
OTHER STATES» ‘SCRUPULOUS ‘RESPECT FOR. ALL ‘SEGNED ‘CONTRACTS .AND 
FIDELITY OF. ITS FRIENDS o" 
30 IN IENDERECT QUOTATION» RELEASE: ‘SAYS LLAMIZANA ‘DEPLORED: ‘SAD 
EVENTS IN ‘NIGERIA: -AND ‘OBSERVED ‘HIS :GOVERNMENT ‘WOULD NEVER: ACT 
AGAINST .LEGALLY :CONSTITUTED NIGERIAN ‘GOVERNMENT OR ‘HELP ‘REBELLION 
AND ILLEGALITYe ‘-RELEAFE ‘ENDS WITH ASSURANCES ‘THAT 1GUV /"WOULD ‘NOT 
DEVIATE ‘FROM ‘POLICY -OF NONe INTERFERENCE: IN ANY) POSSIBLE ‘WAY. IN: 
THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN FMG AND ‘EASTERN :STATE%S AUTHORITIES» NOR 
WILL IT RECOGNIZE THE :SOs ‘CALLED vREPUBLIC. OF ‘BIAFRAt 3" 
4o LAGOS RADIO .ADDED !NIGERIAN :GOOD WILL: iMESSTON ‘TO FRENCGHe 
SPEAKING WEST AFRICA DUE: IN UPPER VOLTA "SHORTLY". 
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BORO» NOTTINGHAM DICK AND TIMIRE OWENARUes ‘THEY ‘HAD BEEN 
CONVICTED IN JUNE 1966 FOR TREASON BECAUSE THEY ‘HAD LED | 

REBELLION IN YENAGOA .AREA OF RIVERS ‘STATE .AGAINST “FEDERAL . 
MILITARY GOVERNMENT THEN HEADED BY MAJOR GENERAL IRONSI»« OREG ‘YNAL 
DEATH SENTENCES WERE ‘COMMUTED TO LIFE IMPRISONMENT IN 

MAY 1967 AND UNEXPJRED PORTIONS OF LIFE SENTENCES NOW 

REMITTED ENTIRELYs ACGORDING YESTERDAY*S ANNOUNCEMENT, 


22 BORO AND COMPANIONS SET UP '"NIGER DELTA PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC" 2 
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ARMY.o BEFORE POLICE CRUSHED REBELLIONs RORO BLEW !UP ‘YENAGOA 
BRIDGE AND DESTROYED i@@ FEET OF ‘OIL PIIELINES THROUGH DELTA 
AREA SWAMPS. 


3c AFTER SUPREME COURT DISMISSED HIS APPEAL IN DECEMRER 1966s 
LOCAL PEOPLE STARTED CAMPAIGN ‘TO MAKE BORO FOLK HERO OF 
RIVERS AREAs LTo COMMANDER DIETGASPIFFs GOVERNOR ‘OF ‘RIVERS 
STATE YESTERDAY SENT MESSAGE TO GOWN EXPRESSING GRATITUDE 

FOR RELEASE OF “THIS PROMISING SON oF RIVERS ‘STATE” | 

WHO WILL NOW BE FREE To "CONTRIBUTE ‘HIS QUOTA To ‘PRESERVE 
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HE MAY E OF SOME HELP IN SHORT RUN RUT HIS FRRATIC BEHAVIOR 
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IN THEIR ‘UNWILLINGNESS ‘SUPPORT HIS ACTIONe 


4o SOYINKA SEEMED ‘CONVENCED ‘THAT IF JHE ABLE INDUCE MPD SWESTERN 
AND WESTERN LEADERS MAKE:-STATEMENTS DEPLORING ‘PRESENT BLOODSHED 
AND STATING ‘THEY ‘UNWILLLING CONTINUE ‘SUPPORT OF PRESENT ‘POLICE 
ACTION. THEN FMG WILL BE FORCED ACCEPT ‘CEASE= FYREs .CEASESF ERE 
COULD THEN BE USED FOR PERIOD NEGOTYAT IONS,. PROBABLY TN 

THIRD COUNTRYe ‘HE SAID .ANY NEGOTIATLONS WOULD. HAVE YO BE 
WITHOUT PRECONDITIONS ANO AGREED THAT PROSPECTS NOT GOOD 

AT THiS YIME FOR EITHER FMG OR EAST AGREEING TO NEGOTLATE 

ON ‘TH?S BASYSe ALSO AGREED THAT ONLY WESYERN LEADER WHO ‘COULD 
LEAD WEST 'ON INDEPENDENT COURSE OF Rev EON WAS AWO -BUT FELT AWO 
HAD MADE ERROR IN: JUDGEMENT IN GOING TO LAGOS AND THERERY 
CIRCUMSCRIBING HIS FREEDOM OF ACTION» 
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So WHILE. .SOYINKA KNEW OF NO ORGANIZED GROUPS {YOUTH»s LABOR» 

CHURCH» ETC2}o WHO COULD OR WOULD EFFECTIVELY SUPPORT HIS 

EFFORTS, HE FELT MANY INDIVIDUALS IN WEST WOULD AGREE WITH 

HIM {WHICH PROBABLY TRUE}+ SAD HE HAD ‘HEARD THERE ‘WERE A FEW 

PEOPLE IN SBADAN THINKING ALONG SAME LINES» -ONLY NAME ‘HE 

GAVE WAS SAM ALUKO iPROTECT). HE UNAWARE .ANY ‘PARALLEL MOVE 

IN LAGOS {LAGOS {1G@}o ‘HE FEARS. ESCALATION AND ‘SAIO HE KNEW 
USSIANS HAD AGREED SUPRLY FMG ‘JETS + 


6- AT ONE POINT, ‘SOYINKA ASKED ME ‘WHETHER 1USG COULD NOT HELP 
ENCOURAGE PEACE “EFFORYSo !°SATD THAT WHILE ‘SYMPATHIZED WITH 
ANY EFFORT BRING ABOUT PEACEFUL SOLUTION» 'USG ‘COULD iNOT INVOLVE 
ITSELF IN INTERNAL ‘NIEGERTAN PROBLEM WHICH ESSENTIALLY FOR 
NIGERIANS © THEMSELVES ‘TO RESOLVEo I DED iSAY, ‘HOWEVER, ‘THAT I 
HAD BROUGHT ‘HIS PLA 

TO ATTENTION OF EMBASSY .AND DEPTo  { ASKED 

IF -HE HAD CONSIDERED APPROACHING OTHER . AFRICAN LEADERS 

AND IT WAS CLEAR HE ‘HAD ‘NOT “THOUGH ‘HE FELT ‘SOME iMIGHT :BE 
INTERESTEDo 


Jo -HE IS ‘STILL PLANNIG TO LEAVE FOR EAST ‘ON AUG 4, .AND I ‘SAID 
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THAT IF HE SHOULD CALL ON .CONSUL: BARNARD IN ENUGU 

fETTHER 5TH OR 6TH)» PRESUMED CONSUL: 'WOULD ‘BE ‘WILLING ‘TALK TO 
HIM BUY HE» TOOs WOULD NOT BE IN POSITION.“TO:ENVOLVE 'USGe 

Bo COMMENT: -SOYZINKA IS ARTICULATE YOUNG MAN WITH DEEP 
CONVICTIONS BUY HE ‘DOES iINOT APPEAR TO iHAVE THOUGHT THROUGH 
PRACTICAL PROBLEMS OF HIS. ‘PROPOSAL » 
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FM AMCONSUL ‘KADUNA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC 416 
INFO AMEMBASSY LAGOS 858 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 1:93 
AMCONSUL ENUGU 255 
RUEPUS/DIA UNN 

AMCONSUL IBADAN ‘24% 
STATE GRNC 


29-E-38 


LIMITED OFFICIAL ‘USE KADUNA {30 


fo NEW NIGERIAN {DADUNA! ‘EDITORIAL AUGUST 3 ‘ENTITLED 
"THE EVER OPEN DOOp TO PEACE” REGRETS ‘DEATH ‘REBEL 
MAJOR NZEOQGWU WHICH IT SAYS “POIGNANTLY ILLUSTRATES ‘THE 
TRAGEDY OF THE REBELLIONe ‘HE NEED NOT HAVE -DIEDe® 


PAGE 2 RUTALS 1{3@KK °C ON F 1 DEN TI a tL LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
20 EDITORIAL SAYS OQJUKWU STANDS BETWEEN PEACE AND 

CONTINUED MILITARY ‘CONFRONTATION SEEMINGLYWISHING "TO 

FIGHT TO THE ENDeeHI ENDc" EVIDENCE SHOWS OJUKWU 

: MISCALCULATED AND HIS ‘STRENGTH NOT AS ‘GREAT AS HE 

THOUGHT. ‘BUT HYS PROPAGANDA PERSUADED } ‘HES SUPPORTERS 
"ESPECIALLY AMONG THE IBOSo" 


30 TWO ‘COURSES NOW OPEN TO IBOSs ‘EITHER.Tn ‘WAIT ‘FOR 
OJUKWU TO ‘MAKE PEACE 'MOVE WHICH !HE WILL .NOT DO» ‘OR TO 
REJECT HIM AND SAVE THEMSELVES AND OTHERSo 
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40 EDITORIAL POINTS ‘OUT FMG REFERS TO REBELS NOT 
ENEMIES AND ‘DOES NOT WANT:TO :KILL:.ANY 'NIGERIANS 
UNNECESSARILY TREATMENT GIVEN MAJOR INZEOGWU iléEo 
DECENT BURIAL IN HOME TOWN OF ‘KADUNA .AND TRIBUTE “TO 
HIM AS SOLDIER) ‘CONFIRMS FMG DOES NOT REGARD 'REBELS 
AS ENEMIESo THEREFORE REBEL: SOLDIERS ‘SHOULD 'RETURN 
TO FEDERAL FOLD WITH ASSURANCE .ANYSUCH ‘MOVE WILL -NOT 
“GO UNHEEDED BY FMGe 


50 EDITORIAL ‘CONCLIUDES '"THE DOOR IS NOT CLOSED. 


PAGE 3 RUTALS /3@KK‘C ON F IT'D‘E'N’T I AL .LIMETED ‘OFFICIAL !USE: 
OPEN FOR NEGOTIATION IT: ISs AND ‘OPEN-IT WILL ALWAYS 

REMAINe WHY eoe FOR THE ‘SAKE ‘OF ‘THEMSELVES AND- THE 

COUNTRY THAT BELONGS TO .ALL OF ‘USs ‘CAN “THEY NOT [RE= 

TURN THROUGH THIS ‘DOOR TO A PEACEFUL: :COUNTRY AGAINe" 


60 ‘COMMENT: NEW ‘NIGERIAN VIEW IS ‘THAT IOF -_ 
SOPHISTICATED .AND ‘DETRIBALIZED PROGRESSIVE, !HY¥DITOR 
ADAMU CIROMAo HIS ‘VIEW THAT. THE MAJOR 
OBSTACLE To PEACE: BETWEEN ‘EAST AND ‘EMG IS. ‘SHARED BY 
MANY NORTHERNERSs ‘ESPECIALLY .AMONG THE ; SSMALL 
COLLECTION OF MODERN FORWARDeLOOKING ELEMENTS» iSOME 
OF ‘WHOM NOW OCCUPY LEADERSHIP. POSITEONS: IN ‘NORTHe 

FOR THEM, PRESENT ‘POLICE ACTION AGAINST ‘REBELS IS 
ONLY PASSING PHASE AND THEIR ‘EYES .ARE ALREADY TURNING 
TO FUTURE POSSIBILITIES“FOR ‘NEW MODUS VIVENDI WITH IB0Se 
IT MUST BE RECOGNIZED» !HOWEVERs -THAT LARGER MASS OF 
NORTHERN CONSERVATIVES ARE ‘PREOCCUPIED ‘WITH PUTTING ‘DOWN 
REBELLION BY FORCE ‘OF ARMSe AMONG ‘THESE 'PEQPLE»s .LONG= 
STANDING ANTIPATHY FOR I80S [TS STILL: ‘PRESENT AND INOBLE 
TREATMENT :OF IBO LEADERS: :SUGH AS MAJOR '‘NZEOGWU ‘WILL iNOT 
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BE WELL RECEIVED {KADUNA 124)» ESPECIALLY .AMONG ‘CONSER= 

VATIVE FAR*NORTHERNERSe ‘THE’ IGNORANT :MASSES: ARE ‘NOT 

LYKELY TO ‘COMPREHEND THE FMG*S ‘SUBTLE (EFFORT To IINFUUENCE 
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REBEL OFFICERS «ND OTHER JIBOS BY ACCORDING ‘SPECIAL 
| TREATMENT TO THE REMAINS OF MAJOR NZEOGWU> MOST 
FAReNORTHERNERS {AND MANY OTHERS) ‘HATED NZEOGWU AS 
| MURDER OF NORTH'S LEADERS AS MUCH .AS ‘THEY HATE OJUKWU 
FOR HIS INTRANSIGENT MOVES THAT LED TO SECESSION AND 
CONFLICT .o a te a 
| DECON 8/3/78 STOKES. 
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FM AMEMBASSY LAGOS 

TO RUEHCYSECSTATE WASHDC 6472 
INFO RUDTCR/AMEMBASSY FREETOWN 125 
RUDTCR/AMEMBASSY LONDON {£459 
RUTANUZAMCONSUL 'ENUGU 1762 

ZEN“ AMCONSUL IBADAN [842 
ZEN/AMCONSUL KADUNA 1346 
RUTAHN/AMEMBASSY ACCRA 975 
RUDTCR/AMEMBASSY DAR ES. SALAAM -65 
RUDTCR/AMEMBASSY KAMPALA 59 
RUQSNI ZAMEMBASSY NAYROBY! 203 
STATE GRNC 


CONF }TODEN TY AL .LAGOS 1157 
Pel denpha jy io 

REF? LAGOS {@978,.AND A2@j9 
MPSA oe Bhat 


SUBJECT: SIERRA LEONE SUPPORT FOR ‘EMG 


be FEDERAL MINISTRY OF INFORMATION yYSSUED ‘PRESS RELEASE 
LATE AUGUST | ON.FMG SPECIAL MISSION TO SIERRA LEONEs 
WHICH LATER CARRIED ON NIGERIAN DOMESTIC ‘RaDIOc FRONT. 
PAGE STORY APPEARED AUGe 3 MORNING POST. ‘RELEASE ‘QUOTED 
BRIGADIER «JUXTONSSMITH AS HAVING GIVEN ASSURANCES TO 
FMG GOOD WiitlL MISSION HEADED BY -DRo ARTKPO, THAT ‘SQ FAR 
AS GOSL CONCERNED "THE REBEL REGIME OF OUUKWU DOES NOT 
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EXISTo" THE STATEMENT SAYS JUXTON*SMITH "APPRECIATED" 
GOWON’S EFFORTS “TO PRESERVE TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY OF 
NIGERIA!" 


20 ARIKIO REPORTEDLY BRIEFED ‘JUXTON“SMITH IN ‘CURRENT 
EVAXTUS OF NIGERIAN "POLICE ACTION" IN EAST. ‘HE DENIED 
THAT FMG WAS "WAGING A FULL=SCALE WARs" SAYING 

FEDERAL ‘TROOPS UNDER STRONG ORDERS ONLY SHOOT THOSE 

fi WHO ATTEMPY STOP THEM .CARRYING OUT ORDERS OF -FMGe 

he IN RESPONSE TO QUESTION» ARIKIO SAID ‘THAT ABURI’ 
DECISIONS WERE IMPLEMENTED BUT THAT OJUKWU FOLLOWED 
WITH NEW EXCESSIVE DEMANDS AIMED AT "BALKNATSING-THE 
FEDERATIONo" MATHEWS 
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To : The Secretary 
Through: S/S 


From ; INR - Thomas L. Hughes ty DA Vij E DOOR 


Subject: NIGERIA: Gowon Gaining Against Defiant Ojukwu 


The recent military achievements of Nigeria's Federal Military Govern~ 
ment have strengthened its position vis-a-vis breakaway Biafra, but prospects 
for a settlement have not yet emerged. 

Military Successes. During the first four weeks of hostilities against 
-Biafra, the Federal forces of General Yakubu Gowon have made moderate but 
‘significant inroads into Biafran territory. They now have three important 
“‘eeahoias there, Nsaukka, 10 miles from the border and 35 miles fram Enugu, 
.was the hardest to take and continues to involve the heaviest fighting. At 
Ogoja, near Biafra's northeast border, local minority tribes welcomed 


Federal troops and have since accepted an administrator appointed by Lagos. 


fe as Te OE ch No Se 


The Nigerian navy on July 25 landed strong forces at Bonny, at the mouth of 
the Niger River. From there they block all ocean traffic to Biafra's 


principal port 40 miles up-river, Port Harcourt. Lagos, hopeful of more 


WIAIFIDIN VAFU/EL LE 10d 


support from Biafra's non-Ibo minorities, is now planning further landings 


in southern Biafra and a move on Port Harcourt. 
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Federal Image Brightens. The exaggerated and conflicting announcement 


made in Lagos about the course of operations, particularly at first, com 


Y | 
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~ pared unfavorably with Enugu's more accurate accounts describing initial 
\% | 


&€, Biafran successes. This early credibility advantage tended to give weig 
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to previous confident predictions by Biafran leader C.0. Ojukwu that once 
the conflict began, his forces would quickly carry it beyond Biafra's borders, 
In time, however, it became clear that Gowon's forces were Managing (for ene 
moment at least) to cope with the considerable logistical problems involved 
in mounting attacks on several fronts and to keep most of the fighting in- 
Side Biafra, 

Dividends for Gowon. New respect for Gowon's strength is evident in 


the West and Mid West states, where there was hanging back before. In his 


speeches to the irresolute Yoruba people the West's military governor has 

| become more forceful in Support of Gowon and against Ojukwu. Gowon has now 
ventured to commit his mainly Yoruba 3rd Battalion in the campaign for 
NSukka. Mid West Governor David Ejoor, personally loyal to Gowon, has long 
insisted that his state must not be used as a base of operations against 
Biafra because of its pro-Ibo minorities and its exposed position on Biafra's 
western border. However, Nigerian naval operations are now being staged from 
Mid West ports. 

Not only are other African countries remaining firm in their refusal to 
recognize Biafra, but Ethiopia now appears to be providing Gowon with the | 
Services of a few jet pilots. The USSR appears to have picked Lagos to win. 

: : Czechoslovakia, almost certainly with the approvaloef the USSR (and possibly 
through Soviet negotiations with Lagos) is selling six jet planes to the 
Nigerian Government, two of which have already arrived. 
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Trouble for Ojukwu. In Biafra a number of top civilian leaders are 


beginning to question Ojukwu's leadership. They reproach him for having 
failed to make adequate military preparations for the confrontation with 
Lagos~~a view shared by the Biafran Army Commander, Brigadier Hilary Njoku-- 


and for failing to inform them more fully on the course of the war. Nijoku 


‘ also resents Ojukwu's interference in military matters, and a split of 


unknown importance has developed in the top military command. 

Conciliation Prospects Dim. Gowon is in no mood for conciliation. He 
is confident of eventual victory and determined to keep Biafra~~broken up 
into bhe three states he decreed last May~~ inside a strong Nigerian federation. 
His announced aim is to bring Ojukwu and his "clique" to justice, Ojukwu's 
position is almost as unbending. He continues skillfully to articulate and 
nourish the conviction of the Ibo majority that its survival depends on 
achieving Biafran Sovereignty, and his popularity among the Ibos remains high. 


This makes his critics hesitate to seek a showdown. Ojukwu takes comfort in 


the guerrilla performance of the Biafran army, militia, and citizenry in the 


Nsukka area thus far, and, counting on logistical difficulties and faltering 
morale to cripple Gowon's offensive, is preparing Biafran opinion for a long 


war. 
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RUQSYD/AMEMBASSY ‘YAOUNDE 92 
RUTALS/AMCONSUL IBADAN 29@ 
RUTALSZAMCONSUL KADUNA °383 
RUEDPSAZCINCSTRIKE/CINCMEAFSA 
RUEDNKA/CINCLANT 
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MONROVIA FOR ATO Ay o ; 4 
REFt LAGOS 11289 ENUSU £68055 | is 8 Le /l 
ns Tr fea : 


le REFTELS REPORTED THE UNBRIDLED ATTACKS. BY .BIAFRAN ‘NEWS: . 
MEDIA ON SHELL =BPs JOHN HOLT AND UNITED AFRICA ‘COMPANY (ALL 
BRETISH FIRMS)» ACCUSING THE FIRMS OF AIDING FMG IN- “THE BONNY 
LANDING .AND IN FMG PREPARATIONS: TO MOVE ‘FEDERAL ‘TROOPS. BY RIVER 
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FROM WARRI IN THE MIDWEST TO POINTS IN BIAFRAe ENUGU 268 
REPRTED THE SHELL=BP STATEMENT DENYING THE CHARGES AS ‘COM= 
PLETELY UNFOUNDED. 

2@e AS A RESULT OF THESE ATTACKS» AND ‘THE CONTINUED DETENTION 
IN ENUGU OF SHELL=BP MANAGING DIRECTOR STANLEY GRAY AND FINAN® 
CIAL MANAGER RelLe HAMILTON» GRAY AND BOHC PARKER HAVE ‘WARNED 
SENIOR OFFICIALS ‘THAT ALL COMMONWEALTH EXPATS WOULD BE ADVISED 
TO LEAVE BIAFRA NO MATTER HOW ESSENTIAL THEIR JOBS MIGHT. BEe 
THE OFFICIALS WERE TOLD PRACTICAL EFFECT OF THIS WOULD BE | 
AMONG OTHER THINGS TO CUT OFF NATURAL GAS FROM: AFAM- ‘POWER ‘STAS 
TION AND TO PREVENT REFINERY IN PORT HARCOURT FROM GOTNG BACK 
ON STREAM WHEN PRESENT SIX WEEK STOCKS ‘OF GASOLINE IN :BIAFRA 
ARE. EXHAUSTEDe 


PQ3°.3 RUTANU 275 SE CRE T 

3c PARKERJS AND GRAY'S WARNINGS PROMPTED CHIEFSEC NeUs AKPAN 

TO CALL A MEETING ON WEDNESDAY AUG 2:0F SENIOR ADVISORS TO 

MILGOV OJUKWU ‘TO DySCUSS PROBLEM OF MEDIA. WHICH ALL AGREED HAD 
GOTTEN OUT OF CONTROL AND WAS DOING SERIOUS HARMe ‘PRESENT ‘WERE 
CHIEF JUSTICE MBANEFO»s CoCo MOJEKWUs PIUS OKIGBO AND VICE 
CHANCELLOR ENI NJOKUe AKPAN SAW PARKER WEDNESDAY NIGHT AND 

TOLD HIM GROUP HAD DECIDED THAT? 

Ae MEDIA MUST BE ‘PUT UNDER STRICTEST ‘CONTROL AND PERSONS 

RESPONSIBLE FOR MEDIA ATTACKS ON EXPATRIATES ‘SHOULD BE SACKED 

IF MILGOV WILL AGREE® 

Be MEMBERS OF GROUP WOULD MAKE INDIVIDUAL APPROACHES TO PARKER» | 

TO GRAYs AND TO ME EXPRESSING THEIR CONCERN AT TURN OF EVENTS 
AND REASSURING US THAT BIAFRAN GOVT AND PEOPLE NOT RPT NOT HOS- 

TILE TO EXPATRIATES .AND ‘HAD NO DESIRE PERMIT SITUATION DEVELOP: 

WHICH WOULD FORCE FURTHER DEPARTURE EXPATRIATES FROM BJ AFRAe 

MBANEFO SAID HE WOULD TALK TO GRAY, AKPAN TO PARKERs AND ‘MOJEKWU 
TO MEs 


4o AKPAN TOLD PARKER THAT PERSONS RESPONSIBLE FOR ANTE ®EXPAT 
OUTPUT WERE GODWIN ONYEGBULA» ACTING RPERMSEC BIAFRAN MINISTRY 
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OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS$ ‘CYPRIAN EKWEXZE, DIRECTOR OF INFORMATIONS 

Bo OFFOKAJAs SENIOR NEWS EDITOR» ‘RADIO BIAFRA# AND DR, IoFo 

EAGWUE EKEs A UNIVERSITY TYPE WHO NOW-AN OJUKWU SPEECH WRITERo 
AKPAN SAID ONYEGBULA'S INVOLVEMENT STEMS FROM HIS ROLE ‘OF 
"COORDINATOR OF INTELLIGENCE" IN WHICH ‘JOB HE PREPARES INTEL = 
LIGENCE BRIEFS FOR OJUKWU BASED ON HIS ANALYSIS OF RAW INTEL = 

LIGENCE ACQUIRED FROM ARMYs POLICE AND OTHER SOURCES: AKPAN 

SAID ONYEGBULA SUPID AND PERHAPS EVEN UNBALANCED BUT HIS. 

| INTELLIGENCE FUNCTION GIVEN HIM BECAUSE OF PRESUMED ‘EXPERTISE IN 

i FOREIGN AFFAIRS» MAKES HIM VERY DANGERQUS MANe MOTIVES ‘OF ‘OTHER 
THREE NOT PRECISELY CLEAR BEYOND ‘FACT: THEY KNOWN TO BE ANGLOPHOBESe 


Se WHEN PARKER SAW AKPANs PARKER SAID BEST ‘WAY ‘PREVENT ‘FURTHER 
DEPARTURE ‘EXPATS PARTICULARLY FROM PORT ‘HARCOURT ‘WOULD SE 
REMOVE DETENTION GRAY AND HAMILTON AND ‘PERMIT ‘THEM TO iGO ‘PORT 
HARCOURT» TALK TO STAFF ‘REMAINING THERE» AND INSPECT INSTALLA™ 
TIONS» PARKER ALSO SAID MEDIA ATTACKS ‘ON EXPATS :MUST ‘CEASE AT 
ONCE AND SATISFACTORY EVDENCE BE PRESENTED TO ‘HIM: ‘THEY WOULD 
NOT OCCUR AGAIN?’ OTHERWISE ‘HE WOULD HAVE ‘NO CHOICE BUT To 


PAGE. 5 RUTANU 275 S -E.C RE T 
INSIST ‘THAT EVERY ‘COMMONWEALTH EXPAT ‘GOc 


6« MOJEKWU SAW ME. aT B80 AUGUST 3¢ SAID HE ‘WANTED ‘DISCUSS 
Ac“POSITION ‘OF EXPATS IN BIAFRAs 
Be WHY .BIAFRA WAS FIGHTING ae AND 

Co BUTUSE Per eCus? ae 


7. WE DISPHED OF ‘EXPAT PROBLEM: ALONG “SAME: LINES. ‘AS: PARKER: 
DID WITH AKPANe AT PARKER'S REQUEST I [EMPHASIZED IMPORTANCE 

| OF ‘RELEASING GRAY -AN ‘HAMILTON ‘FROM DETENTION AND ‘GIVE ‘THEM 
FREEDOM TO LOOK AFTER SHELL~BP AFFAIRS» ‘SAID I iUNDERSTOOD ‘FROM 
GRAY HE FELT HE ‘SHOULD SPENT MOST TIME EN ENUGU ‘TO MAENTAIN 

| CONTACT WITH GOVT BUT “THAT FORCIBLE DETENTION ‘TO ENSURE ‘HIS 
PRESENCE HERE WAS PRODUCING AS GRAVE .A:CONCERN. IN WASHINGTON 

/ AS I AM SURE IT WAS “IN LONDONs WE DISCUSSED ‘CHARGES ‘MADE -~ | 
AGAINST ‘SHELL *BPs ‘JOHN HOLT AND UAC BASED ON ‘COMMUNICATIONS 
RADIO INTERCEPTS ANALYZED BY AMATEURS WITH LITTLE ‘OR NO FX- 
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PERIENCE IN POLITICAL ‘OR MILITARY INTELLIGENCE s ‘TOLD HIM BAD 
INTELLIGENCE CAN BE WORSE THAN NONE “AT ALL’ WHICH (CLEARLY -_ 
PROVED -RY RECENT EVENTS+ MOJEKWU LISTENED CAREFULLY ‘WITHOUT: 
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AMEMBASSY PARIS 92 

AMEMBASSY YAOUNDE 91 

AMCONSUL IBADAN 291 

AMCONSUL KADUNA 394 
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CINCLANT 

DIA 

AMEMBASSY MONROVIA 27 


S EC RE T 'ENUGU 275 SECTION 2 OF 2 


MONROVIA FOR ATO 


PAGE 6 RUTANU 275 SECRET | 
SAYING OTHER THAN IT MAY BE NECESSARY TO HAVE SOME HEZDS ROLL 
BEFORE THIS MATTER CAN BE ‘CORRECTEDs" 


| 

| 8+ TO HIS ‘QUESTION OF WHY IS BIAFRA FIGHTING WeRs iMOJFEKWU 

| REPEATED FAMILIAR IBO LINE THAT BIAFRANS FIGHTING FOR :SURVIVAL 

AND HAVE NEVER BEEN OFFERED ANY OTHER ‘CHOICE THAN ACCEPTANCE 

OF STRONG FEDERAL SYSTEM UNDER ‘CONTROL OF THOSE WHO: DETERMINED | 
ISOLATE I180S AFD DOMINATE THEM POLITICALLYs SAID ‘UNTIL POLITI« 
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CAL REALITIES ARE ACCEPTED BY GOWON AND NORTHsBIAFRANS WILL 
HAVE NO ‘CHOICE BUT TO .CARRY ON FIGHT 


9¢ I SAID ‘THIS RAISED QUESTION ‘OF FUTURE AND ‘THAT. IT BECOMING 
DAILY MORE APPARENT THAT CONTINUATION ‘OF CIVIL WAR ‘COULD WELL 
BRIMG ABOUT DISINTEGRATION ALL PARTS OF WHAT ‘WAS ‘ONCE .NIGERI As 
WITH SERIOUS IMPLICATIONS FOR BLACK AFRICA. SAID It ‘SEEMED 
IMPERATIVE TO OBTAIN ‘CEASE FIRE AND START “TALKS AGAINs ASKED 
MOJEKWU HOW THIS COULD BE DONE» 


PAGE 6 RUTANU 275 SECRET 
1@¢ MOJEKWU AGREED THAT ‘CONTINUATION OF CIVIL WAR .COULD ‘DESTROY 
EVERYTHING BUT AKED HOW ‘COULD ‘CEASE FIRE BE OBTAINED. ‘HE SAID 
ONLY BRITAIN AND AMERICA HAVE ENOUGH INFLUENCE TO STOP FIGHTING 
BUT AS LONG AS THEY REMAIN ALOOF ON GROUNDS CRISIS PURELY 
INTERNAL NIGERIAN MATTER THERE LITTLE ‘PROSPECT FOR PEACE. HE 
SAID IT NOT RPT NOT NECESSARY FOR US AND UK TO INTERVENE WITH 
TROOPS OR EVEN BY DIRECT DIPLOMATIC INTERVENTIOMe ‘SAIN EFFORTS 
TO OBTAIN PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT COULD BE ‘MADE THROUGH AFRICAN 
COMMONWEALTH MEMBERS WHO WOULD BE WILLING DO ‘SOMETHING TF THEY 
THOUGHT THEY HAD SUPPORT QF BRITAIN AND AMERTICAe SAID HOWEVER 
THERE NO POINT IN TALKING ABOUT RETURN ‘TO OLD © FEDERATION; BASIS 
OF TALKS FOLLOWING CEASE FIRE MUST ALLOW FOR EVENTS OF PAST 
YEAR AND DEPTH OF FEELING AMONG BIAFRANS. ‘SAID BIAFRANS WOULD 
LIKE TO SEE WAR OVER BECAUSE THEY WELL AWARE OF ITS: EFFECTS ‘ON 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT BUT THAT ‘PEACE ONLY POSSIBLE ‘UNDER REALIS® 
TIC POLITICAL SETTLEMENTs SAID -DOOR WAS : STILL ‘OPEN ‘FOR ‘COOPERAS 
TION WITH OTHER ‘PARTS OF ‘NIGERIA -AND “THAT IDEA OF ‘NIGERIAN. “ 
COMMONWEALTH STILL REGARDED AS OFFERING BEST ‘HORE | ‘UNDER: ‘PRESENT 
CONDITIONS FOR POLITICAL STABILITY AND ECOMOMIC ‘PROSPERITY 
GPeje¢ BARNARD: 


‘SECRET 


DE CLASSIFIED 


ae 1 j 


k 

4 

" : 
jov/ Mes RA Date AGE 


POL 27 SIAFRA-NIGERIA 


Department of State TELEGRAM 


SECRET 


PAGE @{ ENUGU @6278 9460562 


AQANG 


&3 
ACTION AF Bj 


TNO EUR BS, Aid aqfe 8) 01 Rc @ioSS 35GPM G@30SP B@@ase Mla. @3oH Ok, 


P M4rsUSTA $2zNSC 1 BeiNR BFaCiA O4ONSA BAZACDA iToPC iBelO Bhp 


ae) 
SAH M2,/218 W ~! 
em, 
R ®35615Z AUG 67 
Fld AMCONSUL ENUGU 
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AMEMBASSY ACCRA 139 Cad 
AMEMBASSY ‘COTONOU 9 ' 
AMEMBASSY NIAMEY 7 a Be 
AMEMBASSY PARIS $3 —J 


AMEMBASSY MONROVIA 28 
AMEMBASSY YAQUNDE QW 
AMCONSUL IBADAN 292 
RUTALS/AMCONSUL KADUNA 395 
/CINCSYRIKE/CINCMEAFSA 
CINCLANT 

DIA 


S.E C RE T ENUGU 278 


%, MONROVIA FOR ATO 
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& 
4, 1. CHIEFSEC NeUs AKPAN CONFIRMED TO BDHC PARKER WEDNESDAY AUG 2 


THAT MAJOR CHUKWUMA NZEQGWU AND TOME BIGGER» OJUKWU2S (HALF 
| BROTHER, KILLED RECENTLY AT NSUKKA FRONT» ACCORDING TO PARKER 

AKPAN SAYD OJUKWU QUITE UPSET OVER BIGGER DEATH AND UNTIL ‘HE 

RECOVERS FROM THIS BLOW ANY BIAFRAN WHO SUGGESTED CEASE FIRE } 
TO OJUKWU WOULD BE REGARDED aS TRAITOR 2 
« LAST POINT MADE BY 

AKPAN IN RESPONSE TO PARKER'S QUESTION ‘WHAT MIGHT BE DONE ‘BRING 
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AN END TO NIGERIAN CIVEL WAR. {FOR OTHER DETAILS PARKER'S 
CONVERSATION WITH AKPAN AND MINE WITH CoC oMQJEKWU SEE ENUSY 
REF TEL o} 

2. AKPAN ALSO TOLD PARKER THAT FRICTION BETWEEN MiLGOy OJUKWU 
AND BRIGADIER HILARY NGOKU {MENTIONED IN RECENT ANE REFOR?: 
HAS BEEN RESOLVED WITH NJOKU GETTING INCREASED TACTICAL 
CONTROL OF ARMY AS ‘HE HAD DEMANDED 

GPeio BARNARD» 
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: STYREP $7302 AUGUST 3 

i fo MILITARYs THERE HAVE BEEN NO REPORTS. FROM COMBAT AREAS ¢ 

B=26 AND AT LEAST ‘ONE UNMARKED 6Ce3 WERE OBSERVED SHORTLY AFTER 

| TAKEOFF FROM ‘ENUGU AIRPORT THIS AFTERNOON: : 
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2. ANTEcBRITISH FEELING - 

PRESS MEDIA CAMPAIGN AGAINST SHELL =BPo 

UAC AFD JOHN HOLT CONTINUES BUT AT MUCH REDUCED LEVELo 

WIDE PUBLICITY ALSO BEING GIVEN TO -FIRM?S? DENTALS OF “2 
RNYOL:VEMENTc WE KNOW OF NO DEMONSTRATIONS AY ENUGU AND ABA 
WARDOM REPORTS NONE HAVE OCGURRED THERES 
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TO RUEPJS/DIA ‘PRIORITY 
RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHDC 
RUEDPSA/CINCSTRIKE 
RUEDNKA/CINCLANT : 
INFOQ RUEPIA/CIA ; CHP 
RUEPWD/DA ’ 
DA .GRNC ce 
5 
cH 
SEC R ET 8319 AUG 67, SGD ‘HALLIGANe+ ‘COUNTRY: INIGERTA® =a] 
SUBJECT: UPDATE CURRENT FMG/EASTERN MIL-:SITUATIONe DIA FOR 
DIACOe ‘CINCSTRIKE FOR STRU2*Co DA FOR .ACSIe 
le ON #3 AUG LTC: OLUSEGUN OBASANJO, ‘COMMANDER ‘SECOND :AREA 
COMMANDs HQ IBADANs ON MIL VISIT LAGOS FOR ‘CONSULTATIONS “WITH 
GOWONs DICUSSED ‘CURRENT MIL SITUATION :WITH DATT® -AMONG ‘MOST’ 
‘ SIGNIFICANT POINTS MADE BY HIM :WERE? 
As AS YORUBA HE WHOLEHEARTEDLY BEHIND FULL: AND UNQUAL FFIED 
PARTICIPATION YORUBA ‘OFFICER, MEN AND UNITS IN ALL ASPECTS 
CURRENT FMG ‘CAMPAIGN IN ‘EAST :HE SAID QUOTE THINGS MAY ‘HAVE 
| PAGE 2 RUTALS 1181 71CC:S E'c Ror 
| BEEN DIFFERENT IN: IBADAN BEFORE I iGOT ‘HERE (ORVIOUS :REFERENCE 
| TO PERIOD ‘COLONEL. Oe ‘OLUTOYE AREA ‘COMMANDER AND .APPEARED:-BUCK 
| | GOWON*S POLICIES) BUT THEY -BEING ‘DONE MY WAY :NOWe iMY ‘POSITION 
| | VERY SIMPLES THERE ONE ‘FEDERAL ARMY:AND ANY ONE IN IT, YORUBAs | 
| | NORTHERNER OR OTHERWISE IS SUBJECT ANY ASSIGNMENT FEDERAL .ARMYR 
| GIVES HIMe THOSE WHO DO ‘NOT FEEL’ THAT WAY’FOR.ANY REASON ‘CAN 
| | GET THE HELL’ OUT AND I HAVE PUT IT TO THEM :JUST° THAT “FASHION. 
| 
| 
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SURPRISINGLY» I HAVE HAD VERY FEW TEKERS ‘UNQUOTE* SOURCE: 
THEN REPEATED ‘CURRENT YORUBA ‘OFFICER LINE ‘WHICH DATT HAS 
HEARD FROM SEVERAL’ KEY ‘YORUBA ‘OFFICERS ‘OF LATES HE SATD ‘QUOTE 
WHERE DO YOU IMAGINE WE YORUBAS WILL BEs AS FAR AS: HAVING : 
VOICE | IN“FUTURE “FEDERAL ARMY, IF ‘WE “DO ‘NOT ‘GO ‘WHOLE ‘HOG: IN: 
THIS: WAR NOW? WE WILL BE*OUT OF: IT 4s ‘GOWON - AND EVERYONE 
ELSE. INVOLVED WOULD NEVER LET ‘US ‘FORGET: IT ‘\UNQUOTE e ‘OBASANJO 
SAID- THAT™ ‘HE QUOTE ‘HAD ‘HEARD UNQUOTE ‘THERE ‘POLITICAL: ‘FIGURES 
QUOTE - AROUND: IBADAN UNQUOTE WHO AGAINST ‘YORUBA: ‘PARTICIPATION 
IN WARe FOR SOME REASON» HE ‘GRINNEDs ‘THEY :p0:: ‘NOT ‘SEEM.‘TO COME 
TO ME WITH THESE “STORIES (DATT ‘COMMENT? OBASANJO ‘CAN :BEST 
BE ‘DESCRIBED: -AS "TOUGH NUT". HE IS: ‘ROUGH, : ‘READY AND ‘HAS 


REPUTATION (LIKE ROTEMT OF . WHOM HE VERY ‘CLOSE ASSOCIATE) ‘BEING 


PAGE 3:RUTALS 118171CC S-E CRE T 5 

STRONG FEDERALIST AND ‘STRONGLY ‘PRO-GOWON. BELIEF IS ‘THAT ‘HE 
IN IBADAN’-AS GOWON'S MAN ‘TO WATCH ADEBAYO® ‘HE TOLD: :DAO 

MAP ‘OFFICER: IN IBADAN IN ‘RECENT ‘PAST “THAT GOWON 'HAD “TOLD ‘HIM 
LEAVE ADEBAYO ALONE AS LONG: AS ADEBAYO ‘STAYED ‘COMPLETELY 
CLEAR OF MILITARYs AS :SOON» HOWEVER» AS .ADEBAYO: INTERFERED IN 
MIL IN. ANY WAYs ‘HEs OBASANJO, WAS TO .LET GOWON KNOW AND -GOWON 
WOULD QUOTE MOVE IN ON ADEBAYO UNQUOTE® “THERE VERY LITTLE 
DOUBT IN TALKING ‘TO HIM, ‘THAT ‘OBASANJO ‘CARES LITTLE OR 
NOTHERING 'FTY ADEBAYO}o 

Be SOURCE ‘SAID THAT, IN ADDITION ASSIGNMENT ‘SECOND AREA 
COMMANDERs HE':RETAINED TITLE AND ‘RESPONSIBILITIES ‘CHIEF: ‘OF: 
ENGINEERS NIGERIAN ARMYs FOR THIS REASON HE'HAD :WEEKLY 
CONSULTATIONS’ WITH GOWON .ON ENGINEER .ROLE: AND ‘PROBLEMS. IN 
CURRENT ‘CAMPAIGNS+ (FOR THIS REASON, ‘HIS ‘VIEWS ‘ON LIKELY 
CURRENT ‘OPERATIONS ‘SHOULD’ BE SIGNIFICANT)» WHEN QUERTED 

HIS VIEW NEXT SERIES FMG OPERATIONS HE SAID ‘THAT AT ‘"END 
LAST WEEK" GOWON DID ‘NOT SEEM OVERLY ‘ENTHUSIASTIC ABOUT 
ATTACK (CALABAR FROM.:SEAs RATHER» 'GOWON ‘HAD ‘SOURCE ‘REVIEW 

ALL RPOBABLE ENGINEER PROBELMS IN MOVE ‘ON ‘CALABAR“FROM ‘NORTH 
THROUGH ‘UPPER ‘CALABAR PROVINCE® SOURCE ‘SAID :HE BELIEVED ‘GOWON 
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WOULD MOVE SLOWLY ON BOTH IKOM AND CALABAR AND THAT IHE “THEN 
INTERESTED CONDOLIDATING FMG POSITION IN SUTH EXSTERN :STATE 
BEHTND -EAST BANK ‘CROSS RIVER+ ‘SOURCE ALSO :SAID ‘FMG WOULD 
CONTINUE SLOW PROCESS CLEARING EASTERN DEFENSES IN AREAS 

SOUTH EAST NSUKKA.AND WOULD GRADUALLY OPEN ‘THIRD ‘SECTOR ‘WITH 
TWIN AXIS ‘OF ADVANCE ALONG ROAD ‘OBOLO-OBOLO EKE+IKEM=: 

EHA. AMUFU=NKALAGU$ AND ALONG ‘RAIL! LINE: EGUMALE<EHA  AMUFU- 
THENCE ‘SOUTH WEST. TOWARD ENUGU* HE ‘SAID ‘CAMPAIGN ALONG ROAD 
STARTED WITH PROGRESS AS FAR OBOLO-EKEs WHICH ‘HE CHARACTERIZED 
AS MAJOR EASTERN DEFENSIVE AREAs BUT THAT EASTERN FORCES ‘STILL: 
HELD RAOD.TO SOUTH -O80LO EKE RUNNING FROM FHA#ALUMONA ‘ON ROUTE 
THREE THROUGH MBU TO’ IKEM WHERE IT MET NORTHERN :ROAD» !NO. ‘REAL’ 
PROGRESS YET MADE ON RAIL’ LINE APPROACH ALTHOUGH FMG:"FORCES 
HAD:MADE RAID INTO EHA=AMUFU. LAST WEEK “TO DESTROY iMUCH 'USED 
EASTERN ‘RAIL':HEAD THIS ‘TOWN+ SOURCE ‘SAID 'HE “THOUGH ACTION 

A 

HZXUM WOULD: BE ‘DELAYED -UNTIL’.ADAMU: (SECTOR ‘COMMANDER ) iHAD 
BRIGADE AVAILABLE’ AGAINe HE ‘SAID ‘SOME ADAMUS JUNITS FROM 

OGUJA FRONT 'HAD BEEN 'USED IN OPERATIONS AROUND :OBOLO ‘EKE ‘TO’ 
INSURE ‘THAT’ BATTLE''WHICH HAD: DRAGGED ‘ON FINALLY CONCLUDED aN 
FAVOR FMG“FORCES+ 


PAGE 5 ‘RUTALS 1181/1CC S EC RET 
2 ON AFTERNOON @3 AUGs ‘MRe T* ‘OMO BARE,» ‘MEMBER ‘SUPREME 
MIL COUNCIL: AND. DEPT IG» ‘NIGERIA ‘POLICEs ALSO 'DFSCUSSED 
CURRENT ‘FMG CAMPAIGNe IN RESPONSE DIRECT ‘QUESTIONS (WHICH 
POSSIBLE BY :DATT.THIS::SOURCE) :SOURCE ‘SAID 
Ae HE’ DED ‘NOT; THINK ‘FMG WOULD MOVE AGINST (CALABAR: FROM ‘SEA 
"JUST NOW"s ‘HE ‘SAID -GOWON: THOUGHT. THAT ‘WITH ‘CONTROL BONNY: 
ENTRANCE TO ‘HARCOURT ‘REQUIRING ‘SOME’ -CONTENUENG 'RROTECTIVE: 
NAVAL PRESENCE ADDED TO-;CURRENT NAVY BLOCKADE ‘PATROL REGUIRE= 
MENTS AT MOUTH :CROSS RIVER TO ‘CALABAR (THIS “FIRST. INDICATION 
BLOCKADE ELEMENTS ‘NOW :ORERATING ‘PRIMARILY:<AT ‘CALABAR AFTER 
HAVING BEEN ‘FREED BONNY ‘BLOCKADE TASKS« LIMITED NAVY ‘CAPABILITY 
WOULD BE OVERSTRAINED TO POINT POSSIBLY JEOPARDIZING ENTIRE “FiMG 
OPERATIONS IN:SOUTHERN ‘COR AREAS IF ADDED REQUIREMENT ‘MOUNT ING 
sean OPERATION AGINST ‘CALABAR .LEVIED UPON ITs 

Ba ‘SOURCE. “DID NOT EXPECT SIZEABLE FMG OPERATIONS IN RIVERS 
STATE* ‘HE DID NOT RULE OUT ROUTES THROUGH RIVERS: AREA BEING | 
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‘USEDs ‘BUT WAS ‘OF: IMPRESSION MG EYES .AT ‘PRESENT ‘ON - EXPANDING 
‘OPERATIONS ‘BONNY/HARCOURT/OKRIKA AREAS “TO: SSELZE: ‘REFINERY : AND 


NOTHER KEY OIL FACILITIES IN’ AREA" e -HE ‘SEEMED: INDICATE: GENERAL: — 
LINE "FMG REASONING ‘HERE: ‘WHEN HE: ASKED: DEKE: TF ‘WE ACTUALLY 


PAGE 6. RUTALS yiaiviec ‘SEC OR iE T 

HOLD ALL SIGNIFICANT ‘OIL INSTALLATIONS» “THERE WILL ‘BE (no 
QUESTION OF: WHERE. PAYMENTS MUST BE: MADE WILL: ‘THERE? 'UNQUOTE + 
Ce WHEN ASKED DIRECTLY WHERE NEXT BIG. PUSH WOULD BE ‘SOURCE’ 
SAID SIMPLY QUOTE: AT “ENUGU ‘UNQUOTE*s DATT ASKED: ‘BASIS THIS. 


SIDERED ‘HEARLAND ‘EASTERN ‘FORCESs HE :SAID EMG: ‘FIGURES STARTING 
BELYLEVE : EASTERN ‘RESTS TANCE ‘COULD ‘NOT ‘MUCH: LONGER ‘BE IMAINTAINED 


‘CURRENT LEVEL’ AND THAT WHEN IT ‘CRACKED EMG ‘READY FOR SWIFT 


EXPLOITATIONe PRESSED FOR DETAILSs SOURCE: ‘SAID FMG ‘HAD REASON 


“BELIEVE SERIOUS ‘DISCORD - ‘EXTSTED IN ‘EASTERN © COMMAND ‘OVER: 


CONDUCT ‘EASTERN ‘CAMPATIGN AND ‘OVERALL - “EASTERN. ‘STRATEGY - AGAINST 
FMG»e SOURCE: SAID, SPECIFICALLY, ‘PMG BELIEVED : ‘BRIGADIER 'HILLARY 
NJOKU: NOW “FELT OJUKWU HAD SERIOUSLY (MISLED EAST’: AND “THAT: TT INO. 
LONGER POSSIBLE FOR EAST DEFEAT ‘EMG e. ‘SOURCE. ‘SAPD “FMG (OF se 
OPINION ‘NJOKU ‘HAD: ADVISED. .EAST QUITTING ‘NOW -AND : SEEKING = 
BEST POSSIBLE ‘DEAL 'WITHFMG BEFORE ANYMOREOF “EAST: "CHEWED. iuP 
AND BEFORE ANY MORE - EASTERNERS KILLED IN ‘BATTLE THEY ‘GAN ‘NOT 
WIN, SOURCE, IN ANSWER DIRECT ‘QUESTIONs ‘SATD IHE: BELIEVED | IT 
POSSIBLE ‘FOR NJOKU ‘TO ‘DEAL WITHGOWON AND “THAT ‘GOWON }WOULD: 

DEAL: WITH ‘NJOKUe :SOURCE POINTED ‘ONT: ‘THESE: “TWO: FORMERLY 


VERY “CLOSE FRIENDS + 
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TO DIA PRIORITY 
SECSTATE WASHDC: 
SINGS TRIRE “a 


hee 
INFO CIA 
DAS ~ oad 
DA-GRNC: 

S.E C R E'T @319 ‘SECTION 2 OF ‘2° ‘SGD 'HALLIGANe 

COUNTRY? NIGERIA iSUBJECT?! ‘UPDATE ‘CURRENT FMG 

EASTERN MIL SITUATION? DIA FOR | 

DIACOe (CINCSTRIKE FOR ‘STRU2*Ce :DA: FOR ACSI« 

(DATT COMMENT? ALTHOUGH .AT FIRST GLANCE 

THIS LINE ON PART: SOURCE ‘SEEMSZ":  Way..OU", IT IMUST BE: REMEMBERED 

THAT SOURCE ‘HAS “EXCELLENT .CONNECTIONS: ALL OVER ‘NIGERIA’ ‘HE’ 

oe | SERVED FOR FOURTEEN YEARS IN “EASTERN ‘NIGERIAN ‘POLICE: ‘POSTS: 
AND MUST BE BELTEVED To UHAVE iCONTNUING ‘SOURCES INFORMATION 
IN EAST: AMONG NIGERIA POLICE PERSONNEL» TO’ INCLUDE EASTERN 
OFFICERS WITH WHOM ‘HE--WAS. VERY :CLOSE» ‘WHO “DERARTED EaGOS: "FOR 
EAST ‘OVER ISPAN: RECENT” MONTHS «+ PURTHERS | TT MUST AuSOs BE: Bist a 


PAGE 2 -RUTALS 118172CC :S E'C R'E T 
“REMEMBERED NJOKU.:HAS HAD ‘ONE PRIOR VERY ‘SERIOUS FALLING ‘OUT 
WITH OJUKWUe DATT HAS CONSTANTLY REPORTED. .SINCE’EARLY LAST 

‘FALL REPORTS OF NIGERIANS. AND ‘EXPATS ‘WHO -HAVE MAINTAINED. THAT 

WIN LONG RUN" :NJOKU WILL ‘UNSEAT OJUKWU"s ‘FOR THESE REASONS, 

THIS POSSIBILITY MUST NOT BE DISMISSED OUT ‘oF HAND” .AS 'WISHPUL © 
THINKING ON ‘PART FMG FIGURE). . 

30 CANAOTAN ‘BORN WIFE NIGERIAN ‘NAVY UT. ‘ELEWONIBI ASST 
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PTROL GRAFT NNS .0GOJAs SAW HER HUSBAND ‘DURING :32 HOUR: 
STAY OGOUA IN LAGOS END ‘JULY Ol aUGUSTs ‘BASED ON INFO: ‘FROM. 
HUSBAND» SHE” “TOLD: -DAO STAFFER “ AFTERNOON -@3. JULY THAT 10GOUA: 


‘CAME BACK TO LAGOS FOR SPECIFIC ‘PURPOSE :RETURN:ENG- NIGERIAN | 


NAVY OFFICER PDENT IF LED. “PAR. 3. /USDAO. ‘SECRET MESSAGE 9250" 

JUNE ‘672 ‘AND ‘PAR2@As USDAO: SECRET INOFORN. (MSG 9298 | JUL 

FOR ‘HURRY: UP .CONFERENCE WITH iGOWONs :SOURCE ‘SATED “WORD. - Cy “MAT 
THIS OFFICER RUNNING WHOLE | SHOW. AT ‘BONNY AND: THAT: EVERYONE ‘ELSE 
TAKING ALL ORDERS ‘FROM HiMs. SOURCE"S HUSBAND ‘SAID EMG. SEN. 
PROCESS ESTQBLISHING FORWARD: :BASE:;BONNY -AND 


THAT. ny WAS’ A: BRING cee TECHNICLANS REQUIRED ‘BACK 
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DOWN TO BONNY*® HE ALSO SAID NNS BENIN WOULD, SAIL. :SOON” 

AND. ‘THAT SHE WOULD ALSO :CARRY .CERTAIN. TECHNECAL PERSONNEL AND 
SUPPORT. ‘TROOPS TO BONNY: ces oa 


NOTE! THES: TS. ‘SECTION 2: OF usbao LAGOS. ‘MB1680Z RECELVEDOST9I7Z 
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lo. ‘FOLLOWING ‘SUMMARY “TEXT (FULL: TEXT BEING ‘ROUGHED ) LETTER 
WRITTEN ‘JULY ‘29 -BY ‘WOLE: iSOYINKA® ‘PROMINENT ‘YORUBA PLAYWREGHT 
AND: NEWLY ‘SELECTED: :HEAD UNIBADAN: ‘DRAMA ‘DEPARTMENT, -AND ‘SENT 

ALL. NIGERIAN: ‘NEWSPAPERS3 MIL TTARY ‘(GOVERNORS» <AND | ‘'GOWON8 

SOYUNKA - ASKS» "WHAT jHAPPENS AFTER: "THREE: WEEKS OF ‘SAVAGE 

WARFARE iHAVE PASSEDo" ADMITS PRESENT \ARMED :CONFLICT® INEVITABLE 
BUT STATES “THERE: ARE ‘TWO: WAYS ‘WHICH COUNTRY “DECLARES 'WAR: 


ON ITSELF t ONE LS INOT ‘CARING: ‘WHAT iHAPPENS:. AFTER, -AND ‘OTHER: ts ‘WITH 
| WATCHFUL ‘EYE, ‘ON STABLE FUTURES" ‘HE ‘CHARACTERIZES: ‘PRESENT, 
i CONFLICT AS’ MOST :DESASTROUSs INGLORIOUS.:CIVIL:WAR® MGWIET 

es SURGICAL OPERATION IS BETG ‘CONDUCTED WITH: ‘BLUNT ‘UNSTERILE 

| SCAPELSe" ‘HAVING ‘PROVED: MILITARY ‘SUPERIORITY: IN TIME “FOR iGOVT 
DEMONSTRAT SENSE ‘OF FUTURE « SOYINKA- :ASKS: MWHAT ‘HAPPENS: 
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TO 2BO0 PEOPLE? ooclT ° ‘PROBABLY BUT ILE FIGHT AND ‘EAST ‘CAN BE 
MILYYTAREILY OVERRUN» -BUT WHAT ‘CONCERNS US iS THAT -iBO AS A 
PEOPLE: WILL NEVER ACCEPT DEFEATo" FEDERAL ‘GOVT “FACED | WITH 
CHOYCE OF WYPING ‘(OUT ‘ENTIRE. 1BO RACE :OR ADMENTSTERING ‘NATION 
WHICH HAS BUILT” INTO: YTS FLESH ‘CORE: OF IMPLACABLE: ‘HATE’ AND 
UNDYING RESOLUTIONe ‘HATE WILL MANIFEST: ITSELF: IN }GUERILLA 
AND OTHER “TERRORIST ACTIVITIES THROUGHOUT COUNTRY ‘FOR 
GENERATIONS TO COME> ‘WiLL’ BE ‘TERRIBLE AND BLOODYs WILL BE 
FINAL GOOD=BYE © ¥O PEACEFUL -EXESTENCE® . ‘THEREFORE » GOVT: ‘SHOULD 
CALL ‘HALT NOW AND GIVE {BOS CHANCE RECONSIDER THEIR ‘STAND o- 
CONT ZNUED CCONFLICT (CAN ONLY LEAD ‘To CREATION OF: MSE AVES 
CLASS WITHYN NATION AND ‘NO SOCIETY IN IHESTORY. ‘Yer ‘SURVIVED 
TOTAL SUBJUGATION: AND HUMILIATION OF: ‘PART’: ‘OF ‘ITSELF o ‘NO 
VICTORY ‘FOR: ANYONE IN PRESENT CONFLICT» ‘ONLY WASTAGE - AND 
SUPERFICIAL (CONTROL ‘THAT MUST BLOW :COUNTRY FENALLY TO PIECES. 
MUST END STRIFE BECAUSE ‘CURRENTLY EXPLOITED BY : BRIGADE 


PAGE 3 RUTALS 65688 :C:0.N'F IDEN T:I AL 
PROFESSIONAL CONGRATULATORSs OPPORTUNIST ‘PATRIOTS AND ‘OTHER 
SORDID ‘RACKETEERS RIDING HIGH INTO POSITIONS ‘OF I'NFLUENCE ‘ON 
WAVE HYSTERIA-AND TRIBAL: HATREDo" TIME “TO STOP DISGUSTING 
EFFORTS GLORIFY THIS WAR ‘OR ANY WARs ‘PAUSE AT THIS iSTAGE MAY 
YET OPEN UP ‘UNSUSPECTED. AREAS .OF ‘REASONABLENESS AND ‘REALITY? 
A FIGHT TO FENISH. WILL. FUNISH .ALLs OR NOTHINGo 
20 IN LONG CONVERSATION AUGUST 7] WITH ‘CONSULATE !OFFICER 
SOYINKA GAVE BACKGROUND ‘ON .LETTER» CURING RECENT: TRIP TO 
LONDON» SOYINKA WAS EN: CONTACT WYTH RONALD SEGAL» PRESUMABLY 
WILLeKNOWN SOUTH 
AFRICAN ‘EXPATRIATE PROMINENT ‘SPONSORING ‘VARLOUS: ACTIVITIES ON 

| BEHALF ‘DISENFRANCISED ‘SOUTH AF RICANSo -ACCORD ING SSOVENKA, 

| SEGAL TOLD HIM ‘NOBEL’ PEACE PRIZE ‘COMMITTEE BECOMING ‘MORE 

| ACTIVE: AND ‘YRYING ‘SPONSOR PEACE ‘EFFORTS ‘RESOLVE ‘EXISTING 

| e CONFLICTSo ‘THES 'HAS:\ENGOURAGED -SOYIENKA ‘MAKE ‘PEACE EFFORTS 

| : HEREe ‘SOYINKA LETTER FIRST FEELER ‘FOR 'RAUSE IN MILITARY _ 
OPERATIONS TO ENABLE!\EAST AND “FMG TO ‘GET TOGETHER» PREFERABLY 
IN ‘NEUTRAL. TERRITORY IN ORDER “TRY WORK ‘OUT AGREEMENT “THAT 
WOULD: END ‘CONFLICT + 
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Bo :SOYINKA ‘HAS SEEN MAJOR [RATHER} MARTINS» ‘CHAPLAIN: EN 
NIGERIAN ARMY AND LY® ‘COLe Mo ‘JOHNSONs iMILGOV LAGOS iSTATE» 
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CONCERNING ‘HIS CURRENT.“PEACE EFFORTSe ‘MARTINS ‘VERY ‘FAVORABLE, 
WHILE JOHNSON BELIEVES 1808 ‘MUST BE 'PUNISHED » ‘SOY ENKA ‘VERY: 
DISTURBED BY SUGGESTIONS ‘HE HEARD IN LAGOS ‘THAT IBOS ‘SHOULD } ‘BE 
PUT IN “CONCENTRATION ‘CAMPS OR -BY ‘SOME: ‘OFFICIALS 'POTNTING | WY TH 
PRIDE TO “CODE ‘OF :cONDUCT" AND ‘BELIEVING INATVELY (LACCORDENG 
SOYINKA) THAT TROOPS WILL FOLLOW CODE. AND: NOT ‘CONDUT REPRISALS 
AGAINST ‘CIVILIAN -POPULATION® 


4e SOYINKA SO FAR UNABLE GET ANY NIGERIAN ‘NEWSPAPERS PUBLISH 
HIS LETTER. HE :SEEING EDITORS AGeLEANING NIGERIAN TRIBUNE: TODAY 
IN EFFORT TRY PERSUADE THEM THAT IT IN ’YORUBA BEST INTERESTS 
PRINT HIS ‘STATEMENT e 


Se “SOYINKA ‘PLANS LEAVE IBADAN .AUGUST 4°FOR TRIP EASTe 

HE HOPES SEE EJOOR AND QJUKWU IN ATTEMPT ‘PERSUADE THEM 
DESIRABILITY PAUSE IN ‘POLICE ACTIONoe ‘SOYENKA ‘NOT. ‘OPTIMISTIC 
ON CHANCES SUCCESS HIS ENDEAVOR», BUT ‘FEELS THAT :AS “MATTER JOF | 
CONSCIOUS ‘MISSION MUSY BE: UNDERTAKENo ‘HE. BELIEVES: WEST :SHOUL:D 
NOT SUPPORT CURRENT POLICE ACTIONe ‘HE ‘CLAEMS.’THER EFFECTIVE 
ACTION ‘WHICH ‘CAN BE UNDERTAKEN BY WEST TO:-BRING . 7 
DISPUTANTS TO (CONFERENCE TABLE» BUT .HE REFUSES (DIVULGE THEMs 
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60 ‘COMMENT: ‘NOT ‘CLEAR IF SDYINKA EFFORTS: ‘CONNECTED ‘OR 
SEPARATE FROM THOSE ‘DESCRIBED BY iJo Oo LJOMA iLAGOS: | iO) 
IBADAN :33 DESCRIBED ‘CONCERN VOICED: BY ‘CATHOLIC: ‘BISHOP: 'OF 
IBADAN: ‘FINN. ‘TO ARCHBISHOP AGGEY THAT 'CHARGE:.OF: ‘GENOCIDE 
MIGHT BE -RAISEDo ARGHBISHOP: AGGEY SAID IHE WISHED ‘WAIT -A 
WEEK (LAST WEEK} 
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LIMITED OFFICIAL -USE GENEVA 373 

REF: GENEVA 296 

te BASIS INITIAL REPORTS FROM.RED CROSS ‘PERSONNEL IN ‘NEGERT As 
ICRC GENEVA HAS MADE .LIMITED APPEAL TO AMERICAN» ‘DANISHs 


, NORWEGTANe SWEDISH AND FINNISH RED CROSS ‘SOCIETIES? ‘THESE 
ar PARTICULAR SOCIETIES HAD ALREADY INDICATED INTEREST IN ‘PROBLEM. 


PAGE 2 RUFHGV 373°C ON F ID ENT IA.LG LIMITED OFFICIAL IUSE 
NIGERIA AND WILLINGNESS TO ASSIST 


2o EARLY INDICATIONS ‘SUGGEST ‘CONSIDERABLE ‘NEED ‘FOR MEDICAL 
SUPPLIES» ESPECIALLY ‘SURGECAL MATERIAL .AND EQUIPMENT» 


| 
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| Bo TCRC INTENDS LAUNCH BROAD APPEAL WHEN MORE -SPECIFIC DETAILS 
OF NEEDS AVAILABLE* ‘TUBBY 
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FM AMCONSUL ‘ENUGU 

TO :SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY LAGOS 

AMEMBASSY .LONDON 

INFO AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY .ACCRA 
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Je ‘MILITARYe IRISH ‘CATHOLIC MISSIONARY ° TOLD ‘CONSULATE TODAY 
THAT ‘HE ‘SPENT ‘THREE WEEKS UNDETECTED BHIND 'FMG LINES IN 


NSUKKA SECTORe ‘FATHER ‘HORRIGANs WHOSE PARISH LOCATED AT 
IBEGWA ‘NKWO. (TEN MILES NORTH OF NSUKKA ‘ON ‘ROAD ‘TO .ENUGU« EZIKE})s 
SAID -FMG FORCES :DROVE ‘THROUGH ‘VILLAGE ON ‘JULY 1@ 'WITH .LTTTLE 
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RESISTANCE FROM "BIAFRAN" FORCES. ALTHOUGH MAIN FORCE CONTINUED 
TOWARD NSUKKAs ‘SMALL PARTY REMAINED BEHIND TO SEARCH HOYSS 

BUT IGNORED TWO-STORY BUILDING IN’ WHICH ‘FATHER HORRIGAN 

LIVEDe ON ‘JULY :314 LED :BY NATIVE GUIDE. HE WALKED ON .BUSH 

PATHS TO “BYAFRAN” LINES AND WAS ‘GIVEN ‘TRANSPORTATION ‘To 

ENUGUs OURING ‘THE THREE ‘WEEKS HE SAW ‘CONSTANT ARMORs .ARTILLERY 
AND TRUCK TRAFFIC AS’ FMG ‘SHIFTED FORCES FROM ONE AREA Tn 
ANOTHER» ALSO REPORTED SEEING BODIFS OF ABOUT 5@ :CIVILIANSe 
THERE HAVE BEN NO REPORTS “FROM OTHER AREAS © 
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20 ANTIeBRITISH ‘SENTIMENTs MEDIA CAMPAIGN AGAINST :SEVERAL 
BRITISH ‘FIRMS CONTINUES», BUT -UKDHC PARKER :HAS BEEN ASSURED 
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DEMONSTRATIONS WILL BE KEPT ‘UNDER CONTROL BY POLICE> 1209Z 
LOCAL NEWS WARNED PUBLIC :NOT RPT ‘NOT "TAKE LAW INTO ‘OWN 
HANDS" AND STRESSED THAT "BIAFRA" HAS NO GOMPLAINT 

AGAINST INDIVIDUAL ‘UKCITS+ PUBLIC ASSURED "THAT GOVERNMENT 
WILL TREAT FIRMS ACCORDING TO LAWs MEANWHILEs 17002 

NEWS BROADCAST SHELL «BPs ‘UAC .AND ‘JOHN ‘HOLT DNIALS 

OF INVOLVEMENT IN MILITARY OPERATIONS» 


30 ENUGU REMAINS QUIET*® ‘PHONE .CONTACT WITH ABA» PORT 4«RCOURT, 
CALABARs ‘ONITSHA AND IKOT EKPENE INDICATE .ALL QUIET THERE o 
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fo REF FBIS ‘REPORT TRANSMITS TEXT -ENUGU ‘RAD LO: ‘BROADCAST iJULY :3} 
AND:.AUG |} \ACCUSING THREE: COMPANIES» :SHELL= =BP» ‘JOHN HOLT ss -AND 
UNITED AFRICA ‘CO{IUAC) :OF ‘COG ‘ERATING .AND ASSESTING FMG IN 
ATTACKING ‘EAST » BROADCAST: CHARGED ‘UAC: (NIGERI ‘RIVER: ‘TRANSPORT } 
AND ‘HOLT RIVEJURCRAFT LEFT WARRI JULY :BOWI TH: INEGERAIN ‘TROOPRS.“FOR 


PAGE 2 -RUTALS {129CC!1C O'IN FI -D -E'N Ted: Ale LIMITED OFFICIAL IUSE: 
PATANI ‘ENROUTE YENAGOAs ‘PROVINCIAL: :CAPITAL® TN ‘RIVERS ‘STATE o 
ALLEGES SIX ‘OTHER VESSELS IN WARRI ‘HAVE. BEEN !REPAENTED WITH 
SHELL©BP ‘COLORS FOR ‘USE IN ATTACK ‘ON ‘EAST Ss - ENDICATING” THES ‘QTE 
ONCLUSEIVE: EVIDENCE: ‘'UNQTE ‘OF (SHELL «BP ‘COLLIUSION ‘WITH FMGo 
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o> SAME ENUGU RADIO REPORT ‘CHARGES ‘SHELL°BP ‘OFFSHORE ‘OIL RIGS 
RADIOED ‘NAVIGATIONAL INFORMATION: AND 'WEATHER ‘RERORTS ‘TO 'NIGERIAN 
FRIGATEs THEREBY ASSISTING FMG IN ATTACK ON BONNYs ALLEGES THAT 
SHELL©BP RIGSs OIL INSTALLATIONS» AND :OTHER RESOURCES ‘HAVE 

BEEN FULLY OFFERED ‘TO 'FMGe IN ADDITION» ‘REPORT ‘CHARGES THAT 
OTHER EXPATS» ‘ESRECIALLLY UK INDIVIDUALS AND ‘ORGANIZATIONS WITH 
PRIVATE TRANSMITTERS» (HAVE (USED THEIR -BOUTPMENT. TO REVEAL 
EASTERN WAR PLANS .AND ‘DEFENSE ‘POSITIONS. TO 'FMGo 


CRAFT AND ‘BARGES ‘HAVE BEEN ‘COLLECTING AT :ASABAASSAYo |NER 
PATANY IN (MEDWEST STATE» ‘WHERE ‘THEY AWAITING: FNDICATION FROM 
ENUGU THAT THEY WILL ‘BE ‘PERMITTED PROCEED ‘UP INIGERI RIVER 
BEYOND ‘ONITSHA ‘TO ‘DELIVER CARGOS:’POL: AND ‘DRY ‘GOODS TO iGAROUAs 
CAMEROON: IT POSSIBLEs EAST RECEIVED ‘REPORT FROM INFORMER 

IN MEDWEST ‘ON ‘UNUSUAL ASSEMBLY THERE ‘RIVER ‘CRAFT .ACROSS 
BORDER “FROM ‘YENAGOA PROVINCE, AND IS ATTRIBUTING ‘HOSTILE 


30 COMMENTs AS REPORTED :0UR 692. :HOLTS -AND ‘NRT RIVER 


PAGE 3 RUTALS 1129CC:C ON F ID ENT I A_L.LIMITED OFFICIAL ‘USE 
INTENTIONS TO ‘SITUATION ‘EAST CREATED ITSELF BY BLOCKING INIGER= 
BENUE RIVER TRANSPORTs BOTH iHOLT AND ‘UAC SOURCES LAGOS 

ALARMED ‘BY TONE ENUGU ‘BROADCAST»s AND ‘HAVE: INSTRUCTED THEIR 
REPRESENTATIVES IN:EAST: TO INFORM EASTERN AUTHORITIES IN LOW 

KEY THAT CHARGES ARE BASELESSe WITH ‘RECENT OTE. TAKEOVER 'UNQTE 

OF ‘SHELL-BP PROPERTIES IN EAST OBVIOUSLY IN MENDs ‘HOLT REP 
EXPRESSED APPREHENSEON THAT EAST MIGHT.’ TAKE SIMILAR ACTYON 
AGAINST ‘HOLTe 
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FM AMEMBASSY LAGOS. 

TO RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHDC 1643 
INFO: RUDTCR/AMEMBASSY LONDON 1446 
RUTAMA/AMEMBASSY ‘MONROVIA 325 
RUFNCR/AMEMBASSY PARIS ‘538 
RUEDPSA/CINCSTRIKE/CINCNEAFAS. 
RUEDNKA/CIENCLANT. 
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ZEN/AMCONSUL. TEBADAN. 1832. 
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te ENUGU- 250 ‘REPORTED MODERATE. ELEMENTS: IN “east ‘MAY :BE 


GUIDING: ‘OUUKWU. APPROACH: TO : ‘RELATIONS iWITH: SHELL» as AND 
TREATMENT: EXPATS 1GRAY “AND. AMETCN 
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2 ON: OTHER’ HAND: RADION: ‘ENUGU (FBIS N31 12492) ‘ON JULY :31 

TOOK STRIDENT AND ‘POTENTIALLY ‘PROVOCATIVE LINE. 'WHEN | rT 

CLAEMED ‘SHELL.*BP: IS "-IN-COLLIUSION WITH ‘THE ENEMY" -AND ‘HAD 
ASSISTED FMG IN BONNY INVASIGN«¢+ BROADCAST ‘SPOKE ‘OF ‘" ‘TREACHEROUS 


ACTIVETIESH ‘OF: ‘THESE ‘COMPANTES ‘CMPLAYEES -AND (OF MCERTAIN 
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OTHER EXPATRIATES!" WHO ‘HAVEUSED RADIONS » "FO REVEAL: BIAFRAN 
WAR ACTIVITIES. ANDSDEFENSE POSITIONS ‘TO “THE ENEMYe" “SAME | 
BROADCAST SAID "UAC | AM: ‘JOHN ‘HOLT VESSEL'S ARE REPORTED ‘To ‘HAVE 
LEFT WARRI YESTERDAY ‘WITH NIGERIAN ‘TROOPS FOR PATANT .AND ‘THREE 
OTHER BORDER TOWNS ON ‘THEIR. WAY TO.'YANAGOA® ALSO IN 'WARRI« 

SIX. VESSELS: TOBE UUSED °BY THEGENEMY. IN THEIR ATTACK ‘ON 


BI AFRA”HWVE: NON "BERN GOMPLETELY: REPA INTED! WITH ‘SHELLS “BP 
COLOURS ot. pee pooh le 3 


30 COMMENT o: WE WARE: FROM “BNUBU ‘REPORTS ‘THAT SOME ‘OF 
OJUKWUSS ADVISORS ‘URGING TAT .AND PATIENCEs BUT: ‘CONTINUATION 
OF ATTACKS. ON EXPATS FOR "TREACHERY" AND "COLUSEON WITH 
THE ENEMY" CAN ONLY iMAKE TT MORE DIFFICULT AND -DANGEROUS 
FOR: ANY OF THEME: ‘REMAEN' IN EAST. 
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FM' AMEMBASSY .LAGOS: 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 
INF'O:.AMCONSUL: :ENUGU 
AMEMBASSY .LONDON 
AMCONSUL: IBADAN 
AMCONSUL KADUNA 


C:0'N Fr D/EN: ‘ThTA Wagos 1100 
' NAHE i aa 


-LEMDIS. iol 
REF! LAGOS 803» ACCRA '336 


le :JeOo IJOMAs ATTORNEY ‘WHO : ‘DESCRIBES: ‘UMSELF AS, 
MONLY ‘PROMINENT: BO LEFT: IN: LAGOS": (FOR: IDENTIFICATION 
SEE .LAGOS -AIRGRAM: 6160 APRIL: 279 1967) TOLD EMBOFF 
JULY :31 ‘THAT GROUP: ‘NOW BEING: SELECTED ‘TOREPRESENT FMG 


PAGE 2 -RUTALS: 1]/@CCC-OUN Fl DENT I ALL | 
AT MEETING WITH OUUKWU ‘SOMEWHERE OUTSIRE NIGERIAc’ IUOMA 
EXPECTS MEETING’ TO: TAKE 'PLACE™!SOME ‘TIMe:-OURING WEEK 


le AUGUST .6« ‘WOULD 'NOT SAY ‘WHETHER: RROPOSaL: FOR ‘MEETING 
% HAS BEEN ‘COMMUNICATED' TO ENUGU ‘BUT SAYSHE ‘SURE OJUKWU 
4 HIMSELF WILL: ATTEND» . 


2+ EMBOFF : ASKED JUOMA WHETHER: EN Ate ‘OPINION MIETTARY 

Ve AND:-ECONOMIC..ACTION ‘HAD ‘PROGRESSED ‘FAR “ENOUGHT TO (MAKE 

MEETING ‘POSSIBLE. ‘HE | REPLIED: YES» ADDING THAT LEADING 

| IBOS NOW KNOW ‘THEY ‘CANNOT RPT INOT ‘SUCCFEDe “HE ‘SAID | 
LOSS’ OF NSUKKA ‘WAS “GREAT BLOW AND THAT: LOSS: ‘OF -OGOJA, 2 
| BONNY AND- ECONOMIC ‘PENGH ‘HAVE: “ALL. . rie | 
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CONTRIBUTED TO ‘CONVICTION | Hat ‘BIAFR ‘DOOMED TO 

ULTIMATE DEFEAT. I IE JOMA ‘SAYS. MUCH: ‘BETTER: ‘FROM 

VIEWPOINT. OF: TBOS : AND (REST ‘OF “COUNTRY ‘THAT NEGOTIATIONS 
TAKE: ‘PLACE ‘BEFORE ' 1B0S ARE " ‘CONQUERED ‘RATHER THAN AFTER 


30 TUOMA SAYS::GOWON QUITE: ‘PREPARED: MAKE ‘CONCESSIONS ‘TO 
EAST ‘ONE: OF ‘CONCESSTONS MIGHT BE ‘GIVING | ‘PORT ‘HARCOURT 
To: EAS CENTRAL STATE RATHER “THAN RIVERS STATE ‘SINCE 


: PAGE. :3 RUTALS: ‘tTooct: CcOUN FIDE NT TAL ; 
MAJORITY OF. PEOPLE ‘OF: ‘PORT HARCOURT .ARE -TBOS AND ‘SINCE 1ROS *. 
FEEL! STRONGLY THAT “PORT "HARCOURT SHOULD: BELONG TO: THEM 

(THES PONT’ ALSO IMENT TONED ‘PARA 3:.LAGOS :803)% 


‘be EMBOFF ASKED tuOMA HOW: FMG COULD GET ‘WORD “TO ENUGU 
TO: SUGGEST ‘NEGOTTATTONs ‘WOULD IT BE NEGESSARY TO 
COMMUNICATE THROUGH ‘FORE TGN COUNTRY LIKE GHANA? HE 
REPLIED NOs ‘TELEPHONE LINE “TURNED ‘OFF AT LAGOS END» NOT 
ey END» ANO CAN BE ‘CONNECTED WHENVER ‘GOWON WISHES. 


So “}JOMA DOES. NOT SEE WOW /OYUKWU: ‘CAN [LANG REMAIN LEADER 
OF. IBOS« HE SAYS ESCAPE: WILL BE EASY FAR HOM AND WILL 
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AY ENUGU TODAY AND AT PORT HARCOURT ‘OVER 'WEEKENDo ONE B#26 
WAS ‘(SEEN IN-FLIGHT OVER ‘ENUGU ‘'TODAY* 


20 ‘FOREIGN :COMPANES IN PRESS» ‘PRESS AND: RADIO. ATTACKS: AGAINST 
SHELL©BP» ‘JOHN HOLT LTD AND UNITEDAFRICA. CO (UAC) ‘CONT ENUE e 
ALLEGING THAT THE THREE iBRILTISH..COMPANIES HAVE ACTIVELY COe 
OPERATED WITH ‘FMG BY ERO TE ING BOATS ‘TO .CARRY ‘FMG TROOPS FROM 
WARRI TO PATAI (5e21N = 6015E) WHENCE. THEY ‘CAN INFILTRATE 

DELTA AREAo MEDIA ASO ‘ASSERTING THAT “SOME ‘FOREIGN ‘COMPANTES=» 
PRIMARILY » BRITISH" HAVE -USED RADIO FACILITIES TO ASSIST FMGe 
{COMMENT: IN ‘PAST FEW DAYS VOICE RADIO :EQUEPMENT ‘USED .BY 

MANY FOREIGN ‘COMPANIES HAS BEEN CONFISCATED. ‘AT ‘REQUEST -OF 
THREE AMERICAN F.IRMS ‘CONSULATE IS ATTEMPTING ° SOBTAIN ‘RELEASE 
THEIR TRANSCEIVERS ® 


30 ENUGU ‘RELAXED “AND ‘NORMAL ACTIVITIES :CONTINUE® THREE OF 


PAGE ‘3 ‘RUTANU 259GG ‘C iO INIFI DCE ON TUT 3A LL: 
FOUR ‘ROADCHECKS WITHIN ‘ENUGU WERE TODAY: FREMOVED e ‘PQLICE . AT 


REMAINING ROADCHECK (ON :ROAD TO ‘PRESIDENTIAL HOTEL “AND MIE YTARY 


HEADQUARTERS) ‘COURTEOUS*+ ‘PORT ‘HARCOURT !REMA'INS ‘CALM o 
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